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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivers inaugural speech at
Openlng of Post Earthquake Technical Forum

J-

I)‘

Nay Pyi Taw July 28

A ceremony to launch
the Post-Earthquake Techni-
cal Forum under the title of
technically reviewing post-
earthquake construction and
renovation process and pre-
paring potential technical
challenges in the future was
held at Mingala Thiri Hotel
in Nay Pyi Taw this morning,
with an opening address by
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the forum
were Vice-Chairman of the
State Administration Coun-
cil Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win, Council Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, SAC
members, Union-level digni-
taries, Union ministers, sen-

ior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, deputy ministers,
experts at home and abroad,
engineers from Myanmar
Engineering Council, the
Myanmar Architects Coun-
cil, the Federation of Myan-
mar Engineering Societies,
the Expert Committee for the
Supervision and Inspection
of High-Rise and Public-
Use Building Construction
Projects, the Myanmar Geo-
sciences Society, and the
Myanmar Earthquake Com-
mittee, and guests.

First, the Senior General
and forum participants ob-
served a one-minute silence
for demise of monks and
people in the devastating
Mandalay earthquake in
memory of today’s 4" month
incident.

LS RO N
DCEPEPCSY (Post

S

They all viewed a video
clip on the technically re-
viewing post-earthquake
construction and renovation
process and preparing po-
tential technical challenges
in the future.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Senior General said
that throughout the world,
people in various countries
have established and lived
their lives, and since the time
civilization advanced, they
have built their daily lives
upon the creations of nature
using their own innovations
and technologies to ensure
comfort, smoothness, and
safety.

Although humans have
lived in harmony with nature
through their innovations
and creations, it is widely
recognized that they cannot

1

-

avoid the natural disasters

that are another gift from
the Earth. Based on scien-
tific knowledge developed
throughout human history,

there are natural hazards
such as typhoons, floods,

iEgpeanics:g (Po

-~

and forest fires that can be
anticipated and mitigated.
However, there are also
natural disasters like earth-
quakes, which cannot be
precisely predicted and must
be faced when they occur.
Among various types of
natural hazards, earthquakes
pose significant risks not
only to developing countries
but also to countries that
are somewhat developed or
fully developed, requiring
preparedness to minimize
the potentially devastating
damage they can cause.
Myanmar, historical re-
cords show that since 1839
up to the present day, there

MMMMMmmm- ofthe have been about 20 ma-

jor earthquakes measuring
Richter scale 6 and above,
causing significant destruc-
tion and loss. It is also well
known that on 28 March
2025, an earthquake meas-
uring 7.7 on the Richter

scale struck, causing dam-
age to five states and re-
gions including Mandalay,
Sagaing, and Nay Pyi Taw.
This Mandalay earthquake
was felt along the Sagaing
Fault Line, as is widely
recognized.

Due to the Mandalay
earthquake, 3,739 monks
and civilians lost their lives.
Although this death toll is
significantly lower com-
pared to major earthquakes
worldwide that have resulted
in hundreds of thousands of
casualties, it remains a tragic
and heartbreaking event for
our country. As for the dam-
age to infrastructure, more
than 50,000 houses, along

with roads, bridges, trans-
mission towers, schools,
hospitals, religious build-
ings, and numerous factories
and workplaces were severe-
ly damaged or destroyed.
See Page 13
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The government has ini-
tially provided financial sup-
port of K500 billion to help
citizens rebuild their dam-
aged homes and shelters. In
addition, an additional K2
trillion are being continu-
ously allocated to support
ongoing reconstruction and
restoration efforts.

It is widely known that,
despite advancements in
scientific knowledge, earth-
quake hazards cannot yet
be predicted with precision.
In such circumstances, the
best course of action is to
prepare as thoroughly as
possible. Preparedness does
not only involve ensuring
timely rescue operations and
swift post-disaster recovery
efforts but also includes an-
ticipating ways to minimize
loss of life and property
when natural disasters strike.
This is a crucial aspect of
disaster management.

Today’s Post-Earthquake
Technical Forum aims not
only to discuss recovery
and reconstruction efforts
following the devastating
Mandalay earthquake but
also to strategize how Myan-
mar—situated on an active
seismic fault—can minimize
future earthquake damage.
Therefore, it is essential to
effectively identify and dis-
cuss the needs of the coun-
try’s construction sector.

Many countries world-
wide suffer from earth-
quakes. Among them, Asian
nations like Japan, China,
and Indonesia have utilized
advanced technology and
high-quality construction
materials to build skyscrap-
ers and high-rise structures.
We must ask ourselves: Why

can’t we do the same?

For national develop-
ment, the construction sec-
tor is vital. Ensuring that
buildings are durable and
meet high-quality standards
is critical. Since earthquakes
remain unpredictable and
unavoidable, infrastructure
must comply with seismic-
resistant standards to ef-
fectively protect lives and
property.

After the Mandalay
earthquake, government
offices and residential build-
ings were inspected by teams
from the Ministry of Con-
struction, other relevant
ministries, engineers from
the Myanmar Engineer-
ing Council, the Myanmar
Engineering Society, and
the High-Rise and Pub-
lic Building Construction
Project Supervision Com-
mittee. They assessed dam-
age levels and categorized
structures accordingly. Ad-
ditionally, Standard Oper-
ating Procedures (SOPs)
were developed for repairing
earthquake-damaged build-
ings, roads, and bridges, as
well as for restoring ancient
monuments, pagodas, and
religious structures in col-
laboration with the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and
Culture. A Building Reha-
bilitation and Reconstruc-
tion Supervision Committee
was also formed to oversee
systematic reconstruction
efforts.

To ensure construction
standards, the Ministry of
Construction, in collabo-
ration with the Myanmar
Engineering Council, My-
anmar Architects Council,
Myanmar Engineering So-
ciety, Myanmar Geoscience

Society, and the Myanmar
Earthquake Committee, has
been updating the Myanmar
National Building Code
(MNBC) since its initial
release in 2012. Revisions
in 2016 and 2020 incorpo-
rated seismic zone maps
and structural failure analy-
ses. The upcoming MNBC
2025 will integrate new
geological data from the
Mandalay earthquake, in-
troducing enhanced seismic
design standards and calcu-
lation methods to create an
Earthquake-Resilient Design
Framework.

Only when all stakehold-
ers in the entire construction
industry from importers
and domestic producers of
construction materials such
as cement, iron and steel
to designers, developers,
contractors and supervisors
cooperate conscientiously,
will infrastructures we are
building today withstand fu-
ture earthquakes and safety
of lives and property of the
people be ensured.

Therefore, technicians
participating in today's Post-
Earthquake Technical Forum
are urged to discuss and find
solutions frankly to abide
by rules and regulations
issued in accordance with
the reality of construction
works fully.

In conclusion, the Senior
General urged all stakehold-
ers including government
staff, engineers and archi-
tects from the private sec-
tor, developers, importers,
producers and distributors of
construction materials, who
are shouldering their respec-
tive duties in the construc-
tion sector of the country
to make concerted efforts

to create and build safe and
secure infrastructures for
citizens in the future through
the Post-Earthquake Techni-
cal Forum held today.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral presented certificates
of honour to chairmen and
officials of the Myanmar
Engineering Council, the
Myanmar Architect Council,
the Federation of Myanmar
Engineering Societies, the
Supervisory Committee for
High-rise Buildings and
Public Infrastructure Con-
struction Projects, the My-
anmar Geosciences Society
and Myanmar Earthquake
Committee, who carried
out damage assessments
and established earthquake
clinics.

Afterward, resource
persons for respective
papers and sectors at the
Post-Earthquake Technical
Forum for technical review
for post-earthquake recon-
struction and future techni-
cal challenges introduced
themselves.

Then, the Senior General
and participants posed for
documentary photographs.

Afterward, the Sen-
ior General and attendees
viewed the exhibition booths
of the forum attentively.

The Post-Earthquake
Technical Forum for techni-
cal review for post-earth-
quake reconstruction and
future technical challenges
will continue until 29 July
with the aim of finding tech-
nical solutions for recon-
struction of infrastructures
damaged during the Manda-
lay earthquake and prepara-
tions for future technical
challenges.

100

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of
Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

More than 60,000 acres of maize and sweet
corns planted in Kanbalu Township

Kanbalu July 28

A total of 63,290 acres
of maize and sweet corns
have been planted in Kan-
balu Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate a total of 89,681
acres of maize in Kanbalu
Township, with 88,931 acres
designated for maize and 750
acres for sweet corn. Cultiva-

tion began in May this year,
and as of today, 62,957 acres
of maize and 333 acres of
sweet corn, totaling 63,290
acres, have already been cul-
tivated.

“The target for this year’s
monsoon crop season in Kan-
balu Township is to grow
more than 89,000 acres of
maize and sweet corn. As
of today, over 63,000 acres
have been planted. Efforts
are ongoing to meet the tar-
geted acreage. We’re also

providing education to ensure
successful maize cultivation
and to prevent pest and dis-
ease outbreaks,” said U Myo
Zaw, Head of the Kanbalu
Township Department of Ag-
riculture.

This year, the Kanbalu
Township Department of Ag-
riculture has been providing
training sessions, field dem-
onstrations, and educational
activities for maize and sweet
corn farmers. These include
preventive measures against

stalk borer, Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) tech-
niques, and information on
the use of neem pesticide,
ginger, and chili pest control
methods, along with general
agricultural guidance.

In Kanbalu Township,
maize yields over 50 baskets
per acre, with a cost of around
K500,000 per acre. Sweet
corn yields about 15,000 ears
per acre, with a cost exceeding
K500,000 per acre.

206

More than 2,000
acres of vegetables
planted in Mingin

Township this
monsoon

Mingin July 28

Data of the Mingin
Township Agriculture De-
partment in Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers have
planted 2,131 acres of veg-
etables in Mingin Township
this year.

For the 2025-2026
monsoon crop season, it is
planned to cultivate 3,028
acres of vegetables in Min-
gin Township. Cultivation
began in May this year, and
as of today, 2,131 acres have
already been planted.

“This year, more than
3,000 acres of vegetables
are planned to be cultivated
in Mingin Township during
the monsoon season. So far,
over 2,000 acres have been
planted, and cultivation is
still ongoing. Efforts are be-
ing made to meet the planned
acreage. The vegetable crops
being grown include gourd,
mustard, chilli, herbs, po-
tatoes, cabbage, eggplant,
and cauliflower. Farmers
are being trained to grow all
these vegetables using GAP
(Good Agricultural Prac-
tices) methods. We are also

providing them with tech-
niques to grow these veg-
etables in a health-conscious
manner, minimizing the
use of chemical residues,”
said Daw Hayman Kyaw
Win, Head of the Mingin
Township Department of
Agriculture.

This year, the Township
Department of Agriculture
has been providing technical
training to vegetable farm-
ers in Mingin Township to
implement GAP practices,
ensure the vegetables har-
vested are healthy and safe
for consumption, and en-
courage farmers to expand
their vegetable cultivation.

Vegetable farming takes
place seasonally each year
in Mingin Township, and
the cultivated crops have
been successful, generating
income for families. The
Township Department of
Agriculture is also providing
guidance on proper cultiva-
tion techniques, pest preven-
tion, and the use of organic
fertilizers, natural pesticides,
and repellents for the benefit

of the farmers. 206
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