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Over 1,500 acres of winter sunflower cultivate in Paungde Township

PAUNGDE January 29

A total of 1,598 acres of winter
sunflowers have been success-
fully cultivated in Paungde
Township, Bago Region, this
cold season, according to the
Departments of Survey and
Agriculture.

To support farmers, the Town-
ship Agriculture Supervision
Committee provided high-quality
seeds and guidance on proper
planting techniques to help
increase yields. Efforts are also
underway to address other
agricultural challenges. The
Agriculture Supervision Com-
mittee, in collaboration with
farmers, is aiming to achieve
atarget yield of 50 baskets per

acre, with nearly 100 percent
success in sunflower planting
so far.

In addition to sunflowers, Pa-
ungde Township has planted
10,396 acres of sesame, including
the 1,598 acres of sunflowers
and 7,200 acres of peanuts this
winter. If the yield of oilseed
crops continues to improve, it
will help ensure local edible oil
security and reduce the need
to import oil from abroad. Fur-
thermore, by selling oilseed
crops, farmers will be able to
boost their income and improve
their socio-economic condit-
ions.

The Chairman of the Town-
ship Administration Body has

urged farmers and members
of village tract agricultural

supervision committee to colla-
borate and expand oilseed crop

cultivation every year.
SMK

Many travellers take relaxation
at Moeyungyi Wildlife Sanctuary

S &\\\%J\ru" m "‘\I‘ o i “" :;

MOEYUNGYU January 29

“Travellers took relaxation
at Moeyungyi Wildlife Sanctu-
ary,” said Daw Thin Thin Yu,
warden of the sanctuary.

“Moeyungyi has arranged
observation for the visitors and
relaxation. Most of the trave-
llers came from Yangon and
Bago. We have recorded 12
species of water birds and mig-
ratory birds. We are conserving
the rare bird species such as
red head cranes,” the warden
explained.

The sanctuary is located 42
miles from Bago, beside Yangon-
Mandalay highway. As it is a
wetland, large trees cannot be
seen in the sanctuary.

Moeyungyi Wildlife Sanctuary
islocated on 15,600 acres ofland.

The Forest Department leased
a 360 acres of land to Shwe Pyi
Aye Coin along term contract.
The company gives services to
the people to take relaxation
and enjoy lotuses and water
birds.

Moeyungyi Lake attracted
local and foreign travellers,
amounting for more than 80,000
travellers per year. Tourists
and local bird watchers pay
visits to the lake.

Critically endangered bird
species can be seen at Indaw-
gyi and Inlay lakes as well as
Moeyungyi Lake in Bago Region.
Currently, a total of 172 species
of water birds and migratory
birds inhabit at Moeyungyi
Wildlife Sanctuary.

SK

More than 10,000 acres of groundnut plant in

YeU Township

YeU January 29

Statistics of YeU District Agri-
culture Department mentioned
that a total of 10,248 acres of
groundnut has been planted in
YeU Township of Sagaing Re-
gion.

In 2024-2025 winter; local autho-
rities earmarked 7,066 acres of
groundnut in YeU Township
but local farmers have so far
planted 10,248 acres of groundnut
exceeding the target cultivation.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture Depart-
ment said: “Local farmers have
planted more than 10,000 acres
of groundnut exceeding the
target cultivation of over 7,000
acres. At present, groundnut
plantations are thriving in the
croplands with potentials for
having success in oil crops.
Sown acreage of groundnut is
on the rise yearly.”

Farmers need to use 1.5 bas-

kets of groundnut seeds per
acre and cost more than Ks-
200,000 per acre for seeds of
crops, labour charge, fertilizers,
pesticides and others. But, the
crops yield more than 50 baskets
per acre.

This year; officials of the town-
ship Agriculture Department
help local farmers boost per-
acre yield of groundnut and
prevent pests.

SK

Myaungmya Township finishes cultivation of
more than 4,000 acres of winter paddy

MYAUNGMYA January 29

‘A total of 4,520 acres of paddy
has been planted in Myaung-
mya Township of Ayeyawady
Region,” said Daw Khin Htay
Myint, Head of Myaungmya
District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Township authorities earmar-
ked 113,115 acres of paddy as
cold season crops in Myaung-
mya Township this year but
farmers have planted 4,520
acres of paddy from the first

week of October last year. Offi-
cials of the Township Agriculture
Department, Township Admini-
stration Body, relevant depart-
ments and local farmers are
joining hands in growing summer
paddy without difficulties.
Daw Khin Htay Myint disclos-
ed: “Departmental officials and
local farmers are trying their
best to grow summer paddy to
meet the target cultivation. Offi-
cials manage supply of water
to the farmlands in summer.

Moreover; officials raise farmer
awareness to grow paddy with
high yield with the use of quality
strains of paddy.”

Local farmers prefer to grow
90-day, Theehtetyin, Thai Bay-
gya and 75-day paddy strains
in winter. Officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
will provide necessary assistan-
ce for producing quality strains
of paddy, boosting per-acre yield
of crops, and preventing for
farmers. SK
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Mongnai Township plants
over 900 acres of vegetables

MONGNAI January 29

A total of 937 acres of vege-
tables have been planted this
winter crop season in Mongnai
Township, Namhsan District,
Shan State (South).

The Township Agriculture
Department is actively conduct-
ing field inspections and provid-
ing necessary support to far-
mers. They are promoting the
use of Good Agricultural Prac-
tices (GAP) to cultivate vegeta-
bles such as mustard greens,
radishes, lettuce, coriander, chi-

lies, coffee, and potatoes. This
approach helps minimize che-
mical residues and ensures that
the crops are grown healthily.
In Mongnai Township, various
vegetables are grown each year
according to the season, and
the crops are thriving. The Town-
ship Agriculture Department
emphasized the need to expand
vegetable cultivation toincrease
yields, meet market demand,
and improve the socio-economic

conditions of the community.
SK
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Tamu District plants over 5,000 acres of winter Kidney beans

TAMU January 29

Atotal of 5,219 acres of kidney
beans have been planted during
this year's winter crops planting
season in Tamu District, Sagaing
Region, according to statistics
from the Department of Agricul-
ture for Tamu District.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 4,295
acres of kKidney beans are plan-
ned to be planted in Tamu Dis-
trict, and since October last
year, 5,219 acres have been
planted.

“To improve the yield and

quality of kidney beans, we are
cooperating with farmers to
provide good varieties, inputs,
and post-harvest technology,"
said U Hla Myint, head of De-
partment of Agriculture for
Tamu District.

In Tamu District, the culti-

vation of kidney beans by town-
ships is as per following: 1,050
acres in Myothit Township,
3,157 acres in Tamu Township,
and 1,012 acres in Khampat
Township, totalling 5,219 acres.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season in Tamu

District, the cultivation of kid-
ney beans earmarked by town-
ships is as per following: 1,000
acres in Myothit Township, in
Tamu Township, and 1,000 acres
in Khampat Township, totalling
4,295 acres.

SK

Kyunhla Township plants over 14,000 acres
of winter groundnuts
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KYUNHLA January 29

A total of 14,239 acres of gro-
undnuts have been planted
during this year's winter crops
planting season in Kyunhla
Township, Kanbalu District,
Sagaing Region, according to
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Kyunhla Town-

ship.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 13,896
acres of groundnuts are planned
to be planted in Kyunhla Town-
ship, and since October this
year, 14,239 acres have been
planted.

“Currently, we have planted

more than the allotted acres
for groundnut cultivation. As
an oilseed crop, itisin a success-
ful position. Groundnut cultiva-
tion is improving year by year.
Groundnuts are mostly planted
in winter season rather than in
rainy season,” said Daw Myint
Myint Yee, head of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Kyunhla
Township.

In Kyunhla Township, one
acre of groundnuts is planted
with half a basket of seeds,
and it is reported that it cost
more than Ks-200,000 includ-
ing the cost of seeds, labor
costs, fertilizer and pesticide
costs, and if one acre is plant-
ed, it yields more than 50 bas-
kets.

SMK

Farmers reap more than 3,000 acres
of pigeon in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU January 29

Statistics of Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 3,636 acres
of pigeon has been harvested
in Kanbalu Township of Sagaing
Region.

They planted 115,660 acres
of pigeon pea as monsoon crops
in Kanbalu Township. They
started harvesting of crops in
December 2024. So far, they
have harvested 3,636 acres of
pigeon pea, yielding 15.21 baskets
of crops per acre.

U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment said: “Farmers are har-
vesting monsoon pigeon pea
on more than 115,000 acres of
croplands, and so far, they have
harvested 3,636 acres of crops.

Our department helped local
farmers in growing pigeon pea
as mixed crops and separate
crops to increase per-acre yield
of crops.”

This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment disseminated agricultu-
ral knowledge to local farmers
for selecting quality strains of
crops, using agricultural tech-
niques, prevention of pests and
efforts for boosting per-acre
yield.

Kanbalu Township Agricul-
ture Department shares tech-
niques of making natural fertili-
zers and pesticides with the
use of naturally raw materials
with local farmers to grow pig-
eon pea by cutting agricultural
costs. SK

Mingin Township harvests more than 2,000 acres of pigeon pea

MINGIN January 29

A total of 2,275 acres of pig-
eon pea has been harvested in
Mingin Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the stati-
stics of Mingin Township Agri-
culture Department.

Local farmers planted 2,275
acres of pigeon pea in monsoon

0f 2024-2025. They started har-
vesting of crops in December
2024. So far, they have reaped
2,275 acres of crops, yielding
16.24 baskets of pigeon pea per
acre.

Daw Hayman Kyaw Win, Head
of Mingin Township Agricul-
ture Department clarified:

“Currently, local farmers have
harvested all 2,275 acres of
pigeon peas in the township.
They exceeded the target cul-
tivation. Our department help-
ed local farmers grow crops
with agricultural techniques
for boosting per-acre yield of
crops. Local farmers grow pig-

eon pea as mixed cropping
pattern as well as separate
crops.”

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
raised farmer awareness to
select quality strains of crops,
good agricultural techni-
ques, prevent pests and strive

for boosting per-acre yield of
crops.

Officials of the department
give training to local farmers
for making natural fertilizers
and pesticides with the use of
raw materials in order to reduce
costs for croplands.

SMK
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At least 39
dead

in northern
India's
stampede

NEW DELHI January 29

At least 39 people died in a
stampede which occurred in
India's northern state of Uttar
Pradesh during the early hours
of Wednesday, according to local
news TV channel Aajtak.

The official death toll and the
number of injured people were
expected to be announced soon,
the report said.

The stampede occurredin Pra-
yagraj district where around
100 million people gathered to
take a holy dip in the confluence
of three rivers, namely Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati, on the
pious day of "Mauni Amavasya."

Wednesday was one of the
special days during the ongoing
45-day religious and spiritual
congregation called "Maha Ku-
mbh" for the Hindu devotees
to take the holy dip.

According to Hindu beliefs,
on this day, a sacred bathe in the
water is considered good luck
due to arare celestial alignment
that occurs only once every 144
years.

The stampede occurred at
night, at approximately 1am local
time, but the reason remains
unclear. Drone footage captured
the massive crowd, with millions
of people packed shoulder to
shoulder, arriving in the pre-
dawn hours to step into the water
at the confluence of the Ganga,
Yamuna, and Saraswati rivers.

Eyewitnesses at the festival
told media outlets that the atten-
dees had started falling on each
other when there was a huge
push near the confluence of the
three rivers.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has been direct-
ed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to normalize the situation
and provide relief, according
to ANI news agency. Modi has
offered his condolences to the
families of the victims and said
the local administration has
engaged in helping “in every
possible way.”Adityanath has
urged devotees to take a dip at
the nearest riverbank instead
of attempting to reach the con-
fluence.

Xinhua,Izvestia
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Speedboat sinks off North Kalimantan in Indonesia, leaving
4 dead, 4 missing

JAKARTA January 29

A speedboat carrying 16 peo-
ple sank in the waters off In-
donesia's North Kalimantan
Province, a senior local rescuer
said on Wednesday.

The speedboat went down
near the waters of Sei Meng-
garis sub-district in Nunukan
regency at midday on Wednes-
day after departing from a sea-
port in Nunukan city, capital of
the regency, according to Syahril,
head of the provincial search
and rescue office.

"The incident occurred at
midday today. Four people were
killed. We have evacuated eight
people safely and are still sear-

ching for four others who re-
main missing," he told Xinhua
via phone.

Syahril said that the survivors
had been taken to a hospital
and a nearby post around the
seaport in the sub-district for
medical treatment. The speed-
boat's captain has been detained
atapolice station for questioning
regarding the incident, he added.

The search and rescue opera-
tion for the missing passengers
is ongoing, involving the police,
soldiers, personnel from the
search and rescue office, the local
disaster management and miti-
gation agency, and volunteers.

According to the local disaster
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Speedboat sinks off North Kalimantan in Indonesia, leaving 4 dead, 4 missing.

management and mitigation
agency, the speedboat was

struck by large waves.
Xinhua

Israel launches 61-mIn-USD nationwide innovation plan

JERUSALEM January 29

The Israeli Ministry of Eco-
nomy and Industry on Wednes-
day announced the launch of
a nationwide plan to establish
infrastructure across hi-tech
and deep-tech sectors.

According to a ministry sta-
tement, the initiative includes
13 selected projects with an in-
vestment of 220 million shekels
(about 61 million U.S. dollars).

The initiative aims to create
arobust infrastructure to sup-

port the growth of emerging com-
panies, generate high-quality
jobs, boost Israeli exports, and
solidify Israel's position as a glo-
bal leader in entrepreneurship
andinnovation, said the statement.

Itincludes wet chemical and

biological laboratories, new food
tech infrastructure, robotic and
modular production systems,
drone facilities, AI materials
labs, and hospital-related pro-
jects, among others, the state-
ment said. Xinhua

India's ISRO marks 100% launch sending navigation satellite
NVS-02 into orbit

g

The,GSLYMKIIE15/lifts off from from the Satish Dhawan\SpaceCentre)
January;29, (\UT@),‘cqr_'rxing the NVS-02 satellite.

NEW DELHI January 29

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) Wednesday
morning successfully launched
its Geosynchronous Satellite
Launch Vehicle (GSLV)-F15
rocket carrying navigation sate-
llite NVS-02, officials said.

The GSLV-F15 carrying the
NVS-02lifted off from the launch
pad of Sriharikota, off the Bay
of Bengal coast located in the
southern Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh at 6:23 a.m. (local time).

Wednesday's launch marks
a remarkable milestone for

ISRO commemorating the 100t
launch from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota.

NVS-02 will help improve Na-
vigation with Indian Constella-
tion (NavIC) services, which are
used for navigation, precision
agriculture, emergency services,
fleet management, and even
mobile device location servi-
ces.

According to ISRO, the first
big rocket to lift off from Srihari-
kota was the Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SLV) on August 10, 1979.

Xinhua

St. Petersburg's Palace Bridge raised to celebrate Chinese
New Year for first time

ST. PETERSBURG January 29

St. Petersburg's iconic Palace
Bridge was raised early Wed-
nesday to celebrate the Chinese
New Year, marking a historic
first for the city.

Thebridge, which usually opens
to allow large ships to pass thro-
ugh during the navigation season

from April to November, was illu-
minated in vibrant red and raised
amid the melody of traditional
Chinese New Year music.
Consul General of China in
St. Petersburg Luo Zhanhui
and Evgeny Grigoriev, chair-
man of St. Petersburg's Com-
mittee for Foreign Relations,

joined the public in a countdown
to the bridge's opening.

Grigoriev said this is the first
time the bridge has been open-
ed to honor the Chinese New
Year, underscoring the deep
and friendly relations between
Russia and China.

The celebration is part of the

"Happy Chinese New Year" fes-
tival, co-organized by the Con-
sulate General of China in St.
Petersburg and the St. Peters-
burg government. The festival,
which concludes on February 20,
features over 80 cultural events,
including concerts, exhibitions,
and workshops. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Cheaper trips and ridiculous recommendations: The highs and lows of Al travel bots

Artificial intelligence (AD is
fast becoming one of the most
significant trends shaping the
travel and tourism industry,
redefining how travellers plan,
book, and experience journeys.

From Al-powered assistants
that streamline bookings to inno-
vations such as demand predic-
tion, dynamic pricing, and custo-
mer service chatbots, AT's influen-
ce on travelis growing by the day.

As this rapidly evolving tech-
nology reshapes the industry,
it raises an important question:
can Al truly replicate the perso-
nalised service of human travel
agents, or will it work alongside
them to permanently alter the
future of travel planning?
How Al can plan a traveller’s

perfect trip using their
search history

Al s rapidly reshaping travel
and tourism businesses and
how tech-savvy travellers plan
their journeys.

Its ability to process vast
amounts of data and provide
instantaneous results has
improved customer service
and saved time for many.

One major area of disruption
is personalisation. AI-driven
algorithms analyse a traveller’s
browsing and booking history
and their social media activity
then create bespoke travel reco-
mmendations.

Search engine KAYAK was

one of the first travel companies
to announce its integration with
ChatGPT.

“This feature allows users to
interact with KAYAK’s search
engine more conversationally
and intuitively on the site and as
they are planning a trip,” explains
Matthias Keller, KAYAK Chief
Scientist and SVP of technology.

"For example, users can ask
questions like, ‘Where can I fly
to from London for under £300
in April?’ and receive personalis-
ed recommendations based on
KAYAK’s extensive travel data.”

How Al can save you money
on travel

Dynamic pricing is another in-
dustry game-changer. To optimise
pricing, Al algorithms assess
real-time variables like demand,
seasonality, and traveller prefe-
rences.

This ensures competitive rates
for consumers while maximising
revenue for businesses. Tools
like KAYAK’s ‘Best Time to Travel
also help users compare prices
andpredict trends, enabling them
to make informed decisions.

Al also helps consumers thr-
ough chatbots and virtual assi-
stants. These systems, powered
by natural language processing
(NLP), can answer complex que-
ries, make reservations, and
provide recommendations in
multiple languages.

Expedia's Romie, another

Al-powered personal assistant
thatlearns users' travel prefere-
nces, now acts as a travel agent,
concierge, and personal assis-
tant. Itineraries can be updated
in the moment, and disruptions
-such as weather changes - are
flagged instantly.

As Keller notes, Al is paving
the way toward a future where
consumers "no longer need to
search for information, they’ll
get the right answers instantly.”

Limitations of Al in travel:

The human touch matters

While using Al in travel plan-
ning cansave travellersmoneyand
time, it also has shortcomings.

The most significant limitation
isitsinability to replicate the emo-
tional intelligence and intuitive
problem-solving qualities of hu-
man travel agents.

Will AI replace travel agents?

Travel planning isn’'tjust about
booking flights and hotels - it’s
about understanding individual
preferences, managing expec-

tations, and addressing clients'
needs and unique preferences.

Take, for example, a family
planning a multi-destination
trip with specific dietary or
mobility requirements. This
kind of complex planning needs
more than a quick AI recom-
mendation. While Al canbe used
for basic tasks or travel ideas,
it struggles to provide the nua-
nced advice and tailored solu-
ions that human agents bring.

Sarah Davies, an independent
travel planner at Life Begins at
Travel, highlights the enduring
importance of human expertise.

‘Al hasits place in travel planning
and provides a good starting
point for people to get ideas. It
can’t, however, do the due dili-
gence and provide the personal
touch that's a crucial element
of a travel agent’s service.”
Hazel McGuire, Intrepid Tra-
vel’s UK Director, recognises
AI’s role in logistics while also
understanding the value of
human connection. “We have
already started to see the im-
pact Al is having on the travel
industry. So far, these have been
beneficial in logistical planning
details such as price-focused
research, like finding the best
rates for hotels and flights.”
However, McGuire notes that
Al falls short when delivering
unique, authentic experiences.
“At Intrepid, our point of differe-
nce is our network of offices
andlocal guides who can discover
unique travel experiences that
can’t be found online.”
AI'might offer accommodat-

ion alternatives, but it can’t ne-
gotiate on your behalf or provide
thelevel of reassurance a human
can. Travel agents offer solutions,
manage frustrations, and rebook
trip elements - something bots
can’t replicate.

McGuire is confident that Al
will never fully oust reputable
travel companies and agents
for this reason: “While Al can
make parts of planning more
efficient, it will never replace
the human touch.

"The travel industry is creat-
ed by people for people, and we
are confident travellers will
still want a human connection
when choosing their holidays.”

Bridging the Gap: AI and

human collaboration

Right now, Alis best positioned
as a complementary tool rather
than a replacement for travel
agents. By automating routine
tasks such as bookings and moni-
toring flight delays, Al potentially
frees agents to focus on crafting
unique itineraries and address-
ing complex needs.

ATI’s role in transforming ope-
rations is already evident in the
hospitality sector. AlixBoulnois,
Accor's Chief Business, Digital,
and Tech Officer; highlights how
deeply integrated technology
is in the company’s operations:
“Techis everywhere, in everything
we do. It's in our hotels, distribu-
tion, loyalty programme, and
services to hotel owners.”

This extensive use of techno-
logy is not about replacing staff
but streamlining and improving
operational efficiency in hotels
and resorts.

As technology develops, the
travel industry seems to be cau-
tiously reaching a consensus:
Al should complement, not re-
place, human expertise. Instead,
the sector is poised to deliver
smarter, more personalised
travel experiences that harness
technology while maintaining
amuch-needed human touch.

Euronews
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