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advancing its status and shaping our futures
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5-10-2026

Message sent by President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Agga Maha Thray Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma
U Min Aung Hlaing to the ceremony to mark World Teachers’ Day 2026

Esteemed teachers,

On the auspicious occasion of World Teachers’ Day,
which falls on 5 October 2026, I would first like to extend
my best wishes to all teachers across Myanmar for good
physical and mental well-being. Today, 5 October, is World
Teachers’ Day, a special and auspicious occasion observed
worldwide to honour and celebrate the noble and distin-
guished virtues of teachers, including their moral integrity,
dedication and knowledge.

World Teachers’ Day has been celebrated worldwide
every year on 5 October since 1994, and it has now been 33
years of honouring and paying tribute to the noble contribu-
tions of teachers. In Myanmar, World Teachers’ Day has
also been observed since 5 October 2002, marking 24 years
this year. Teachers are continuously nurturing the educated
human resources that are essential for the development of
the country. I pay deep respect and honour the abilities
and contributions of teachers in serving the interests of the
country and its people through education across successive
generations.

A noble teacher is one capable of bringing the light
of wisdom to others and guiding them away from greed,
teaching them to overcome anger and cultivating patience
and forgiveness, and dispelling the darkness of ignorance,
guiding and directing them towards the right path. Teachers
are benefactors of the teacher lineage who possess the six
qualities of a mentor: encouraging, awakening, showing
compassion, exercising patience, providing guidance and
offering thoughtful advice, and upholding the five teacherly
duties: imparting knowledge and skills, giving guidance,
teaching all techniques without withholding anything,
protecting students from dangers and harm, and as-
signing them to suitable responsibilities. In addition, they
possess such admirable qualities as broad knowledge and
learning, proficiency in their respective fields, good moral
character, and the ability to speak only what is truthful and
beneficial.

The noble virtues of teachers are praised in the Ma-
gha Deva poem as follows: “A teacher is one who, with
upholding loving-kindness and compassion, points out
faults whenever they are seen, keeps nothing hidden in
the heart, speaks the truth, and offers guidance with
the sincere wish for the student’s improvement.” As
an integral part of Myanmar’s cultural heritage, teachers
and benefactors of the noble lineage of teachers have long
been revered, respected and honoured in accordance with
the traditions of paying homage and showing humility.
This longstanding tradition of respect and paying tribute to
teachers has been firmly upheld for generations.

The term “teacher” is derived from the Pali word
“Saya”, meaning “a shelter that provides safety and cool
shade”. The Myanmar Dictionary also defines a teacher
as “one who imparts knowledge, instructs, disciplines
and guides others”. Since people acquire various forms
of knowledge and skills that contribute to their worldly and
spiritual well-being from teachers, no one in this world can
be said to be without a teacher or to have never had a teacher.

Teachers, in keeping with the principle of “teaching
lessons while also shaping character”, nurture their students
like their own children, without discrimination or favourit-
ism. They strive not only to help students excel academi-
cally but also to equip them with knowledge and practical
skills. They also instil in students the traditional Myanmar
values of “respecting elders, showing consideration to peers
and caring for the younger”. Teachers guide students so
that they can build successful and meaningful futures and
become responsible individuals who contribute positively
to society. Teachers nurture the younger generation to

(5 October 2026)

become capable and outstanding individuals, to develop
socially and morally with a proper balance between self-
interest and concern for others, and to cultivate students
with the five forms of strength. As such, teachers are truly
“the heart of education, the steerspersons of the future, and
a cornerstone of the nation”.

Classrooms are places where the future of the nation is
shaped, while teachers serve as pioneers and guides who
educate and nurture future national leaders, intellectuals,
professionals and skilled workers. Therefore, nation-
building and development require many good and dedicated
teachers who possess sound values, beliefs and attitudes
and uphold professional teaching ethics.

The State is promoting the role and rights of teachers
on an equal basis so that the country can keep pace with
today’s global landscape, marked by growing competition
in science and technology in the 21st-century knowledge
era, and develop an education system capable of compet-
ing at the international level. Enhancing education lays a
firm foundation for national development, peace, stability
and prosperity. Therefore, the government continues to pay
close attention to the voices of teachers and make sustained
efforts to improve their social well-being and enhance their
professional capabilities. In particular, support is being
provided in various areas to strengthen teachers’ digital
skills, proficiency in research-based teaching methods, and
higher-order thinking and analytical abilities.

In line with the motto “Let us ensure education sector
for the development of the Nation”, the State is placing
particular emphasis on increasing investment in the edu-
cation sector through the national budget and promoting
balanced development across various areas, including
basic education, higher education, vocational education
and research. To ensure that citizens can fully enjoy their
inherent right to education without interruption throughout
the country, a free education system is being developed in
the basic education sector. Regarding students and young
people as invaluable human resources, efforts will be made
to transform basic education schools into Smart Schools
and to promote universities and colleges as quality learning
environments in accordance with international standards.

In addition to salaries, teachers are being provided with
additional benefits based on their educational qualifications,
uniform allowances, housing allowances, and increased
opportunities for domestic and overseas education. Annual
awards are also presented to outstanding and high-achieving
children of members of the education community. In rec-
ognition of teachers’ dignity, competence and dedication
to their duties, honorary award recipients and outstanding
teachers are selected and honoured annually. Furthermore,
efforts will continue to improve teachers’ working condi-
tions, ensuring their psychological and physical safety
and enabling them to uphold the dignity and professional
standards of the teaching profession.

As efforts are being accelerated to achieve the two
priority objectives of “forging peace and stability in the
country” and “promoting national development,” teachers
and students who possess sound knowledge, rationality and
a basic understanding of peace serve as a vital source of
strength for the nation. As the main pillars of the national
education system, teachers have a responsibility to un-
derstand and comply with the Constitution, existing laws,
rules and regulations prescribed by the State, and to pass
on and disseminate knowledge to the younger generation.
In line with the educational objective of “morale, discipline
and knowledge”, they should also nurture their students to
become responsible citizens who maintain good discipline
and respect and abide by the law. It is important for teachers

to always place the national interest first and faithfully fulfil
their responsibilities to the country and the education sector.

Teachers must have a thorough knowledge of the provi-
sions of the National Education Law and strictly comply
with educational directives, procedures and regulations
when carrying out educational activities. In addition,
teachers have to nurture students and young people so that
they can understand, practise and comply with democratic
principles and practices, in addition to practising such
principles themselves. Teachers must have the capability
to manage their time and continuously study and learn to
enhance their professional knowledge and teaching skills.
They should participate actively in quality-enhancement
training courses and seminars and make concerted efforts
to contribute to the development of the education sector. 1
would also like to emphasize that teachers themselves need
to read widely and continuously acquire knowledge so that
they can impart guidance, moral instruction and knowledge
to students and young people, enabling them in the future
to contribute to the development of the national economy
and to respect and abide by the law.

I would like to urge all teachers to steadfastly serve their
duties as much as they can because the education depart-
ment is directly concerned with chances of all school-age
children to attend schools, reduction of school dropout
rate, measures to enable all citizens to complete at least
KG+9 education, arrangements for those attending higher
education to complete their studies, and plans to enjoy op-
portunities to pursue vocational techniques to develop the
education sector.

The State has revised the formation of the Ministry
of Industry, Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprise
Development to promote the industrial sector based on
agriculture and livestock farming. As such, it is important
to continuously encourage the production of large numbers
of excellent intellectuals and intelligentsia. All teachers,
parents and officials have to join hands in harmony to
ensure equitable development of the entire nation through
concerted efforts of experts and scholars.

Teachers deeply understand and accept the genuine es-
sence of wisdom, upholding the tradition “The livelihoods
with are the best”. They need to uplift their capabilities
to be the teachers who guide and advise their pupils with
genuine goodwill, loving-kindness, empathy and compas-
sion to become educated, polite individuals. On the occasion
of World Teachers’ Day, I earnestly urge the teachers to
cultivate in their hearts the innate knowledge, wisdom and
awareness that enable them to think broadly and envision
the future, so that these qualities may flourish perpetually
for the benefit of the nation’s future generations.

In conclusion, I extend my best wishes: -

- May all the teachers become gardeners who can
create the garden of knowledge to enable a diverse
array of beautiful flowers to bloom peacefully in full
splendour.

- May they be able to produce many well-educated,
virtuous, and capable individuals who take delight
in learning within the shelter of knowledge.

- May they develop profound knowledge and wisdom,
and contribute to enhancing the image of the nation
and advancing the education sector through their
good reputation.

- May all teachers enjoy good health and well-being,
successfully fulfil their educational duties, and be
blessed with every kind of prosperity and success.

Agga Maha Thray Sithu, Agga Maha Thiri
Thudhamma U Min Aung Hlaing
President, Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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( Tatmadaw News)

Under the guidance of the Head of State, Myanmar citizens
who were facing difliculties returning to Myanmar were
successfully brought back by naval vessels

Nay Pyi Taw October 4

The Government deeply
values and provides care
and protection to Myanmar
citizens abroad, supporting
them under any circumstanc-
es whenever they encounter
difficulties. In addition, the
government prioritizes pro-
viding assistance to rescue
and repatriate Myanmar citi-
zens facing hardships abroad
by coordinating with host
countries through Myanmar
embassies and consulates
general.

Actotal of 1476 Myanmar
citizens were facing dif-
ficulties in returning home
while being confined at im-
migration detention camps
following completion of
their sentences for staying
illegally in Malaysia and

Officials and families fro

Returning Myanmar citizens being provided with food.

violating other immigration
regulations. Under the guid-
ance of the Head of State,
officials from the Tatmadaw
and relevant departments
brought them back home
by Myanmar Navy vessels,
namely war vessel UMS
Moattama, Ocean-going
hospital ship UMS Than
Lwin and war vessel UMS
Sin Phyu Shin that departed
Yangon on 24 September.
The naval vessels arrived in
Lumut Port, Malaysia on 28
September morning. After
systematically accepting the
detained Myanmar citizens
from Malaysian authorities,
the ships took them back on
29 September evening. The
Myanmar citizens landed in
motherland safe and sound
following the berthing of

esa

naval ships at No 3 Jetty
(Thilawa) at 7.35am today.
During the repatriation
voyage, naval personnel of
the vessels and departmental
officials warmly welcomed
Myanmar expatriates, prop-
erly arranged accommoda-
tion on board the ships,
provided necessary health-
care, cooked food for them,
made arrangements for them
to play their favorite games
and watch movies and video
plays for relaxation, organ-
ized collective physical fit-
ness exercises, and provided
cloths and personal items.
On 1 October morning,
when the naval vessels be-
gan entering Myanmar’s
territorial waters toward
the motherland, Myanmar
citizens who had been away

m motherland heartily welcomed them

Officials arranging the transport of returning Myanmar citizens.

from their home country’s
soil and water for a con-
siderable period were seen
expressing their feelings
of joy, clapping happily
in response to the Head of
State's warm, sibling-like
and parental message of wel-
come. Furthermore, they are
deeply grateful to the Head
of State for his immense
benevolence and kindness in
arranging their repatriation,
as well as to all responsible
officials who provided as-
sistance in every aspect with
full goodwill.

When the vessel arrived
atNo (3) Jetty (Thilawa) Port
in Yangon, officials from the
relevant ministries, members
of the Region Government
and their family members
warmly welcomed them.

They were served lunch, in-
cluding chicken rice, snacks
and other refreshments, be-
fore being transported in
vehicles waiting for them
according to their respective
areas to designated gathering
points arranged for tempo-
rary accommodation. In ad-
dition, the relevant officials
are carrying out verification
and reception procedures
and systematically handing
them over to representatives
of the respective Region/
State governments. Officials
from the Ministry of Immi-
gration and Population are
also arranging UID cards for
them according to their re-
spective Regions/States. It is
also reported that continued
assistance will be provided
to enable those who are far

from their homes to reunite
with their parents, relatives
and families as soon as pos-
sible, and to facilitate their
return to their respective
places of origin so that they
can reside there peacefully.
The Government has
been placing emphasis on
providing assistance and res-
cue operations for Myanmar
citizens facing various dif-
ficulties in foreign countries
and facilitating their return
to Myanmar. Accordingly,
a total of 1,905 Myanmar
citizens who had encoun-
tered difficulties in Cam-
bodia were brought back
to Myanmar by Tatmadaw
aircraft and chartered flights
from January to September

2026.
See Page 14
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Returning Myanmar citizens taking physical exercise onboard a naval vessel.

From Page 13
In addition, 26 Myanmar
fishermen who had been de-
tained in Port Blair, India, for
illegally entering Indian ter-
ritorial waters were brought
back to Myanmar by the
Myanmar Airways Interna-
tional (MAI) on 23 July 2026.
A further 1,086 Myanmar
citizens who had served sen-
tences for illegal residence in
Malaysia and subsequently
faced difficulties returning
to Myanmar were brought
back by Tatmadaw naval
vessels on 23 February 2021.
Moreover, 8,041 Myanmar
citizens were brought back by
air from January through the
end of August 2026. At pre-
sent, 1,476 Myanmar citizens
who remain to be repatri-
ated from Malaysia have also
been brought back through
humanitarian cooperation
and coordination between
the governments of the two
countries, using naval vessels
of the Myanmar Navy.
Through the great pater-
nal and maternal compas-

sion of the President, the
noble and steadfast efforts
of the Tatmadaw, and the
wholehearted cooperation

a

\ /

of the relevant departments
and organizations, a suc-
cessful journey home has
been arranged for Myanmar
citizens living abroad who
have been separated from
their homeland and suffering
hardships. As they will soon
be reunited with their fami-
lies, the returnees are said to
be filled with happiness and
joy, shedding tears of delight
and gratitude, and feeling
relieved and at peace.

At present, the Govern-
ment is making strenuous
efforts to promote socioeco-
nomic development so that
the country can develop in
all sectors and all citizens
can work and live in safety
and security. Citizens, for
their part, by understand-
ing and appreciating the
genuine goodwill of the
Government and making
their utmost efforts in agri-
culture, livestock breeding,
and small, micro and medi-
um-sized enterprises within
the country, can further en-
hance the nation’s productive
capacity and enjoy digni-
fied, safe and secure living
conditions.

Therefore, Myanmar citi-

The wife of a returnee gives an interview.

zens who wish to go abroad
for employment need to be
cautious and not easily fall
for the inducements and
recruitment efforts of human
trafficking brokers. They
should refrain from illegally
leaving the country for over-
seas destinations through
border areas and exercise
caution to avoid becoming
victims of human trafficking
by being easily persuaded by
people in their surroundings.
Myanmar citizens currently
living abroad who encounter
difficulties are advised to
contact Myanmar embassies
or consulates-general. Ar-
rangements will be made in
coordination with the gov-
ernments of the respective
countries to enable them to
return safely and peacefully
to their homeland.

Interview 1 (Female)

A call came from the
Malaysian embassy saying
my husband was on board
the ship. On 9 January, that
was the first time I heard his
voice again. After that, he
told a young navy officer,
and that officer contacted me

to say, "We are bringing him
home." Coming to welcome
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Returning Myanmar citizens having meals onboard a naval vessel.

him back, I don’t even know
how to describe what I felt.
But I really kept looking
over and over at the number
from the phone where I heard
his voice. I also want to tell
him words of encourage-
ment. He took the risk to go
work over there because of
our little daughter’s health.
Now that he is returning, he
knows nothing about how
our daughter was hospital-
ized while he was away. |
struggled all alone with our
two children. In my heart,
I just want to give my hus-
band words of comfort and
strength. I am always pray-
ing and wishing well for the
people who rescued them like
this. To tell the truth, since
we had been out of touch for
so long and had no contacts,
I even thought I might never
see him again. Whenever the
kids went to bed, they would
ask, "When is Daddy coming
home?" That was the hardest
question for me to answer.
Now, I can finally answer it.
Since he is back, mother and
children, father and children
are reunited. That is why |
am grateful to all the respon-
sible authorities and leaders

who brought them home. I
thank everyone—regardless
of rank, high or low—who
helped bring them back so
our families could reunite
happily like this. The fact that
[am crying right now—these
are tears of joy. Just as I am
overjoyed to see my husband
again, may other families
experience this joy too. I
sincerely thank everyone,
wish them well, and hope all
the families are as happy as
we are.

Interview 2 (Female)

"During my time in pris-
on, no one came to check
on me at all. Not a single
person looked back for me.
My siblings didn't reach out,
nor did any of my friends.
As for food, everything was
just boiled in water. It was all
watery, without a single drop
of oil. I had been in there for
seven months with no one
coming to see me. When no
one showed up, I felt deeply
distressed, thinking, 'We
probably won't ever get to go
back. I don't know if I'll have
to stay here forever or lose
my life here.' In the midst of
that anguish, when they sud-
denly called out my name,

tears streamed down my face.
I hadn't eaten Myanmar food
in so long, it had been nearly
a year between time in prison
and staying here. Being able
to eat a Myanmar meal again
brought me immense joy and
emotion. When I stepped off
the vehicle and saw these big
ships, I thought, 'This isn't a
dream, it's real,' and felt as if
I were the happiest person in
the world."

Interview 3 (Man)

I am profoundly delight-
ed beyond words, as we have
long desired to return home
to Myanmar.

We initially came here to
seek employment to support
our livelihood. However,
as we faced hardships and
worsening living conditions,
we grew deeply homesick
and longed to return to our
Golden Land. Upon sighting
the Myanmar national flag,
I was overcome with an in-
describable sense of joy and
profound emotion. I extend
my heartfelt wishes for the
health and well-being of the
Myanmar leaders and citi-
zens who came to welcome
us today.
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A female returnee gives an interview.

A male returnee gives an interview.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the
lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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