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NAY PYI TAW March 22

The Government of Myanm-
aris actively coordinating with
domestic forces and neighbour-
ing governments to ensure
that online gambling and scam
operations, which pose a global
threat, cannot establish a foot-
hold within the country and are
completely eradicated. As part
of this effort, combined depart-
mental teams in various regions
and states are meticulously
inspecting and monitoring to
combat online gambling and
scams, and to prevent illegal
entry and residency of foreign
nationals.

In the course of these opera-
tions, security forces conduct-
ing area clearance missions arou-
nd Kaung San Village, Laihka
Township, Shan State (South),
had previously announced on
March 20 and 21 that they had
identified and seized foreign
nationals who had committed
online gambling and fraud, along

The arrest of individuals involved
in illegal online gambling and
scam operations, apprehended
near Khohai Village, Laihka
Township.

DAILY EDITION
Further arrests of illegal foreign nationals involved in online gambling
and scam operations near Khohai Village, Laihka Township

with the residential buildings

and related equipment used
for their operations.

Today, security forces con-
tinuing their area security ope-
rations arrested five Chinese
nationals for engaging in illegal
online gambling and scams. The
arrests took place around 2:30
pm, approximately 1,500 meters

A scene showing the systematic
burning and destruction of
temporary structures used in
illegal online gambling and scam
operations, which were seized
near Kaung San Village, Laihka
Township, on March 20, 2026.

southeast of Khohal Vlllage

Laihka Township. The authori-
ties will proceed with necessary
actions in accordance with esta-
blished procedures. Additio-
nally, the temporary structures
used for illegal online gambling
and scam operations, which
were seized near Kaung San
Village on March 20, have been
systematically destroyed by fire.

The State continues to actively
collaborate with neighbouring
countries, regional nations, and
international organizations to
eradicate online gambling and
scam activities and to prevent
them from operating within
Myanmar. 100

More than 2,000 acres of sunflower planted
in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU March 22

According to Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department,
local farmers completed culti-
vation of sunflower on 2,938
acres of croplands in Kanbalu
Township of Sagaing Region
this cold season.

During the 2025-2026 winter
crop growing season, sunflower
cultivation in Kanbalu Township
was planned to cover 3,044 acres.
Planting began in October 2025,
and as of today;, 2,938 acres have
already been planted.

“During the winter cropping
season in Kanbalu Township,
more than 3,000 acres of sun-

flower were planned, and culti-
vation has been completed on
over 2,000 acres so far,” said
U Myo Zaw, Township Head of
the Kanbalu Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “We are
continuing efforts to ensure that
the planned acreage target is
fully met. In order to reduce
reliance on imported palm oil,
we will promote expanded culti-
vation of sunflower as an oilseed
crop. As an oilseed, sunflower
produces a higher oil yield per
acre than other crops such as
groundnut and sesame.”

In Kanbalu Township, the re-
levant Township Department

of Agriculture is intensifying
extension and training pro-
grams to promote expanded
sunflower cultivation. Training
activities are also being accele-
rated to enhance the capacity
and performance of both depa-
rtmental staff and farmers
who plan to grow sunflower.
In addition, arrangements
are being made to support sun-
flower farmers in Kanbalu
Township by providing seeds,
supplying urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and distribut-
ing harvested sunflower seed
through farmer-to-farmer ex-
change systems. SK

Mawlaik District cultivates over
3,000 acres of winter soybeans

MAWLAIK March 22

More than 3,000 acres of soy-
beans have been planted in
Mawlaik District during this
year winter crops planting sea-
son, according to the statistics of
the Department of Agriculture
for Mawlaik District.

During the 2025-2026 winter
crops planting season, 7,600
acres of soybeans have been
planted in Mawlaik District.
They have been planted since
October last year. To date, a
total of 3,143 acres: 115 acres
in Mawlaik Township and 3028
acres in Phaungpyin Township,
have been planted.

“We are working to ensure
that the target acres are plant-
ed. We will also provide educat-
ion to prevent pests. We have
also encouraged farmers to
obtain the necessary seeds and
to be aware of them,” said Daw
Kywe Kywe Hlaing, head of the
Department of Agriculture for
Mawlaik District.

In the 2025-2026 winter crops
planting season, the township-
wise allocation for soybean cul-
tivation in Mawlaik District is
388 acres in Mawlaik Town-
ship and 7,212 acres in Phaung-
pyin Township, totalling 7,600
acres. SMK
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Red butter bean in good trading at domestic market in Kyaunggon Townshlp

KYAUNGGON March 22

Red butter bean is in high demand
at the domestic market in Kyaunggon
Township of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Cho Pyone, the owner of pulses
and beans trading depot in Kyaunggon
Township.

At the Kyaunggon Township bean
trading market, demand for red butter
bean (large flat variety) has been strong
since the second week of January this
year and continues to remain brisk, with
active trading reported. It is learned
that up to 1,500 bags of red butter bean
(large flat variety), each containing 16
pyi, are being traded every five days.
The strong demand and active trading
of this red butter bean are attributed to
increase buying in the domestic market.

“At present, in the local market, de-
mand for red butter bean is stronger
than for other beans. Domestic markets
are actively purchasing red butter bean,
which has led to lively trading. We have
learned from Yangon-based traders
that demand has increased because the
beans are being re-exported to overseas
markets. Buying interest picked up
around the second week of this month.
In recent days, the price of red butter
bean has risen slightly as well. Currently,
both farmers cultivating butter bean
and traders who have stored beans
are enjoying good sales. Trading in
red butter bean is expected to remain
strong until the next harvest season,”
said Daw Cho Pyone.

At the Kyaunggon Township bean

trading market, the well-traded red
butter bean (16 pyi per bag) is currently
priced at up to Ks-185,000 per bag. Due
to the strong demand for red butter

bean, warehouse operators, traders,
freight truck renters, and cargo labourers
are all benefiting.

SK

’Iradmg of croaker ﬁsh hlgh at domestlc market

v 23.
KYONPYAW March 22
Local businesspersons in Kyonpyaw
Township of Ayeyawady Region parti-
cipated in trading of croaker fish in the
domestic market with high demand,
said Daw Thuza Lin, the owner of the
fishery product trading depot in Kyon-
pyaw Township.

In Kyonpyaw Townshlp, tradlng act1v1ty
at the local fish market has been strong
since the first week of January this year
and has continued up to the present,
with healthy demand and brisk sales
reported. croaker fish are being traded
at volumes of up to 5,000 viss per day.

“Among seafood products, croaker

fish are seeing particularly strong sales.
Although they are among the higher-
priced fish varieties, trading remains
active. This is believed to be due to incre-
ased consumer demand. Sales are taking
place not only within the local market
but also in the Yangon market. The main
reason is strong buying interest from
Yangon for croaker fish supplied from
this area. Croaker fish are regularly
arriving at local wholesale depots, and
the fish delivered to these depots are
fresh. As exports increase, those invol-
ved in the fisheries sector are finding
improved livelihoods,” said Daw Thuza
Lin, a seafood trader from Kyonpyaw
Township.

Seafood traders in Kyonpyaw Town-
ship purchase locally produced seafood,
including croaker fish, systematically
inspect and clean them, and then
distribute and transport them for sale to
purchasing markets. The market price
of croaker fish is currently between
Ks-18,000 and Ks-22,000 per viss. SK

Black gram cultivation expanded in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN March 22

Local farmers from Yinmabin District
of Sagaing Region could expand sown
acreage of black gram more than the
target cultivation this year, according
to the region Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Yinmabin District has planned
to cultivate 10,478 acres of black gram.
Planting began in October 2025, and as
of now, cultivation has been completed
on 11,404 acres, according to reports.

“In Yinmabin District, black gram culti-
vation was planned on 10,478 acres, and
planting has already been completed on
11,404 acres. We were able to expand
cultivation beyond the original target.
During the black gram planting period,
we also carried out field-level extension

activities, providing necessary tech-
nologies, seeds, and methods for the
prevention of pests and diseases,” said
Dr Tin Mar Mar Oo, Assistant Director
of the Sagaing Region Department of
Agriculture.

By township, completed black gram
cultivation in Yinmabin District comp-
rises 611 acres in Yinmabin Township,
7,620 acres in Kani Township, 113 acres
in Salingyi Township, and 3,060 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 11,404 acres.

For the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, township-level cultivation tar-
gets for black gram in Yinmabin District
were set at 600 acres in Yinmabin Town-
ship, 110 acres in Kani Township, 6,700
acres in Salingyi Township, and 3,068
acres in Pale Township, for a total of

10,478 acres, it is reported.

In Yinmabin District, Township De-
partments of Agriculture are providing
farmers cultivating black gram with
guidance and awareness on the availa-
bility of regionally suitable quality and
pure seeds, correct cultivation techni-
ques, pest and disease prevention, sys-
tematic use of fertilizers, and measures
to improve crop yields.

During the current winter cropping
season, in the cultivation of various bean
crops, the relevant Township Depart-
ments of Agriculture are working in
cooperation with farmers to provide
quality seeds, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technologies to improve
both yield and quality.

SMK

~
Farmers reap

more than
14,000 acres of
rainfed paddy
in Myaungmya

Township

MYAUNGMYA March 22

Local farmers have harvested 14,551
acres of rainfed paddy in Myaungmya
Township of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Khin Htay Myint, Head of Myaung-
mya District Agriculture Department.

In Myaungmya Township, a total of
165,738 acres of paddy were cultivated
during this year’s monsoon cropping
season. Harvesting of these paddy fields
began in the second week of October,
and 145,511 acres have been harvested
so far. The harvested monsoon paddy
has reportedly yielded 103.29 baskets
per acre on average.

Technical awareness activities were
conducted in the field to ensure that
the fertilizers were applied correctly
in line with good agricultural practices.
The paddy currently being harvested is
showing satisfactory yields and good
grain quality,” said Daw Khin Htay
Myint, head of the Myaungmya District
Department of Agriculture.

To achieve full cultivation and harvest
of this year’s monsoon paddy as planned,
local farmers have been supported
through the Department of Agriculture,
the Department of Irrigation and Water
Utilization Management, the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Mechanization,
and administrative bodies, working in
coordination.

SMK
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Jury finds Elon
Musk guilty
of misleading
investors

WASHINGTON March 22

Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk
has been found guilty in California of
misleading investors during his US$-44
billion purchase of Twitter in 2022.

The class-action lawsuit, which had
been filed shortly before Musk took
control of the social media platform
that he subsequently re-branded as X,
focused on two tweets and comments
made by the tech billionaire during a
podcast in May 2022. Following those
statements, including a post claiming
that the Twitter deal was “temporarily
on hold,” the company’s shares plunged
by almost 10 percent in a single session.

The nine-man jury in San Francisco
delivered its verdict on Friday, stating
that the tech billionaire did mislead the
shareholders, who sold Twitter shares at
alower price as a result of his announ-
cements, with the tweets.

However, it also found that there was
nothing wrong with what Musk said on
the podcast and that he did not inten-
tionally “scheme” to mislead the inve-
stors.

The Tesla and SpaceX CEO could
end up paying up to US$-2.6 billion in
damages, according to the lawyers of
the Twitter shareholders. Musk’s fortune
is estimated at some US$-814 billion.

The verdict is “an important victory,
not just for investors of Twitter, but
for the public markets” that “sends a
strong message that just because you're
a rich and powerful person, you still
have to obey the law,” Mark Molumphy,
an attorney for the plaintiffs, insisted.

Musk’s lawyers said that they will
appeal the ruling. “We view today’s
verdict, where the jury found both for
and against the plaintiffs and found no
fraud scheme, as abump in the road,” the
legal team at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart
& Sullivan said in a statement.

Musk, who is an extremely active
user of X, has not yet commented on
the jury’s decision.

The billionaire is often dubbed “Teflon
Elon” for his ability to come out on top
in the most difficult legal cases. In 2023,
ajury in the same San Francisco court
cleared him of similar charges of mislead-
ing investors, following Musk’s claims
in 2018 that he had the funds to turn
Tesla from a publicly traded company
into a private one. That deal never happ-
ened. RT

DUBAI March 22

Ships, excluding "enemy" vessels,
may transit the Strait of Hormuz in
coordination with Tehran, Ali Mousavi,
Iran's permanent representative to the
International Maritime Organization
(IMO), said on Sunday.

"Vessels can pass through the Strait
of Hormuz in coordination with Tehran.
The strait is open to everyone except

enemies," Mousavi was quoted as saying

by the Al-Alam broadcaster.

Iran stands ready to work with other
nations and the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) to enhance navi-
gation safety in the Strait of Hormuz,
Mousavi added.

"Iran is ready to cooperate with the
International Maritime Organization
and other states to bolster navigation

»
23-3-2026 | (03

Passage through Strait of Hormuz open to all but not
enemies - Iranian Envoy

safety and protect ship crews," Mousavi
was quoted as saying by the Al-Alam
broadcaster.

Iran prioritizes a diplomatic resolution
but insists aggression must fully cease
alongside confidence-building meas-
ures, the envoy said.

"Actions by Washington and Tel Aviv
have led to the current situation in the
Strait of Hormuz," Mousavi said.

On February 28, the United States
and Israel launched strikes on targets
in Iran, including in Tehran, causing
damage and civilian casualties. Iran
responded by striking Israeli territory
and US military facilities in the Middle
East.

Shipping through the Strait of Hor-
muz - a key route for supplying oil and
liquefied natural gas from the Persian
Gulf countries to global markets - has
actually stopped. As aresult, fuel prices
are rising in most countries around
the world.

Sputnik

Japan may join mine clearance mission in Strait of
Hormuz - Foreign Minister

TOKYO March 22

Japan may participate in mine-clearing
operations in the Strait of Hormuz once
hostilities end, Japanese Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi said on Sunday.

"Japan's mine-clearance technology
is one of the best in the world, so —while
this remains purely hypothetical - if a
ceasefire is achieved and mines pose a
barrier, we could explore that option,"
Motegi told Fuji Television.

Deploying Japan Self-Defence Forces
would be highly challenging due to
constitutional and legal constraints
amid ongoing conflict, the minister said.

During the Japan-US summit, the
Japanese side had informed US Presi-
dent Donald Trump of these legal limita-
tions, stressing that Tokyo must operate
strictly within the law, he added.

On Thursday, US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent said that Japan, which

relies on the Middle East for over 90
percent of its oil, has a strong stake in
ensuring safe tanker transit through
the Strait of Hormuz.

Shipping through the Strait of Hormuz
- a key route for supplying oil and
liquefied natural gas from the Persian
Gulf countries to global markets - has
actually stopped. As aresult, fuel prices
arerising in most countries around the

world. Sputnik

Train-bus collision klllS 12 1n E. Bangladesh

DHAKA March 22

At least 12 people were Kkilled and
about 20 others injured when a train
collided with a passenger bus at alevel
crossing in Bangladesh's Cumilla dis-
trict early Sunday, local police said.

The accident occurred at around
3:00 a.m. local time in the Padua Bazar
area of Sadar South Upazila, when a
Chattogram-bound mail train rammed
into the bus as it was crossing the railway
tracks, police officials said.

Rescue teams rushed to the scene
and transported the injured to Cumilla
Medical College Hospital.

Authorities have launched investi-
gations into the incident, and several
probe committees have been formed
to determine the cause of the crash,
officials said.

Train services on the Dhaka-Chatto-
gram route were temporarily suspended

followmg the acmdent but later resumed
after clearance of the tracks, according

to railway officials.
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Alarming rise in three deadly cancers worries experts as rates for other

types fall: ‘It’s set to get worse’

Cancer deaths in the UK have
fallen to their lowest level on
record — but three types are
rising sharply, experts warn.

New figures from Cancer
Research UK show that while
overall cancer mortality conti-
nues to decline, deaths from
liver, womb and head and neck
cancers are moving in the oppo-
site direction.

Head and neck cancer is an
umbrella term covering can-
cers of the mouth, throat, voice
box, nose, sinuses and salivary
glands.

Research suggests HPV may
be responsible for a large share
of oropharyngeal cancers —those
affecting the back of the throat,
tonsils and base of the tongue.

The virus, which is spread
through close contact including
sexual activity, is usually harm-
less. But in some people it can
go on to trigger cancer.

The rise in head and neck
cancers, particularly among

younger and middle-aged adults,
has been linked to HPV infe-
ctions. Warning signs include
mouth ulcers that do not heal,
ahoarse voice and unexplained
lumps in the mouth or neck.

Liver cancer is now one of the
fastest-rising causes of cancer
death in the UK, with mortality
rates almost twice as high as
they were 20 years ago.

Over the past two decades,
tens of thousands of people
have died from the disease, and
experts believe the toll could
climb further in the years ahead.

A growing and ageing popu-
lation, combined with mounting
pressure on the NHS; is thought
to be contributing to the rise,
making it harder to sustain pro-
gress across all cancers.

Despite this, the overall pic-
ture remains encouraging. UK
cancer death rates are now 29
percent lower than their peak
in 1989, with around 250 deaths
per 100,000 people each year

between 2022 and 2024 — an 11
percent drop in just the past
decade.

Cervical cancer has been one
of the biggest success stories,
with deaths falling by 75 percent
over the last 50 years, thanks
largely to the HPV vaccine.

Around 6.5 million people in
the UK have now received the
jab, which could prevent up to
90 percent of cervical cancer
cases.

Deaths have also fallen sig-
nificantly for stomach cancer,
testicular cancer and Hodgkin
lymphoma.

Targeted drugs including
abiraterone for prostate cancer
and temozolomide for brain
tumours have also helped many
patients live longer.

But the rise in liver, womb
and head and neck cancers is
a stark reminder that progress
is uneven.

Experts say late diagnosis
remains a major problem, espe-

cially for aggressive or hard—to—
spot cancers, making preven-
tion, earlier detection and better
treatments more important
than ever.

The warning comes amid se-
parate reports that adults in
Britain under 49 are now about
50 percent more likely to develop
bowel cancer than people of the
same age in the early 1990s.

One of the best-known victims
of the disease was broadcaster
and campaigner Dame Deborah
James —known as Bowel Babe
—who was diagnosed at 35 and
died in 2022 aged 40.

Slmllar trends are also being
seen in the US, Australia and
dozens of other countries, even
as bowel cancer rates among
over-50s appear to be falling.
Obesity, inactivity and alcohol
are all known to raise the risk.

Cancer Research UK is now
funding vaccines designed to
train the immune system to
prevent other forms of cancer,
alongside research into perso-
nalised treatments and imm-
unotherapy, raising hopes of
further breakthroughs in the
decade ahead.

Mail Online

Wine is better for you than beer or splrlts experts discover

Whether it's counting how
many calories or carbohydrates
are in each drink, the debate on
whether wine is better for you
than beer has long rumbled on.

But now, research has revea-
led that it's good news for those
who like to indulge in a sauvig-
non over a pint of lager —because
you could end up living longer.

A major study of more than
340,000 adults in Britain found
that the health risks associated
with drinking alcohol is not only
how much you drink, but your
choice of beverage, too.

It was uncovered that wine
drinkers are at a 'significantly
lower risk of death' than those
who prefer to reach for a beer,
cider or even spirits.

The researchers also found
that people who opted for a
moderate intake of wine were
farless likely to develop heart-
related diseases than those who

drank beer, cider and spirits at
a low rate.

Zhangling Chen, a professor
at Central South University in
China and the study's senior
author, said the findings em-
phasise 'that the health risks of
alcohol depend not only on the
amount of alcohol consumed,
but also on the type of beverage'.

Prof Chen added: 'Even low
to moderate intake of spirits,

beer or cider is linked to higher
mortality, while low to moderate
intake of wine may carry lower
risk.'

Their study was conducted
over a 13-year period and obser-
ved adults on the UK Biobank
scheme — a resource contain-
ing the medical information of
volunteers with the aim of im-
proving Britain's health.

The team classed moderate

drinkers as men who consumed
between 20g to 40g of alcohol
per day, and women who drank
10gto 20g every day.That equals
around one-and-a-half to three
50z glasses of wine for a man
per day, and 0.75 to one-and-a-
half for women.

The study found that mode-
rate wine drinkers had a 21 per-
cent lower risk of dying from
cardiovascular disease com-
pared with people who occasio-
nally or never drink alcohol.

Meanwhile, drinkers of spirits,
beers and ciders were found to
have a 9 percent higher risk of
dying from such diseases.

Prof Chen said: '"Taken toge-
ther, these factors suggest that
the type of alcohol, how it is con-
sumed and the associated life-
style behaviors all contribute
to the observed differences in
mortality risk.

It was found that numerous

lifestyle factors could have im-
pacted the results, however,
with wine drinkers typically
associated with healthier diets
and higher levels of wealth.

Furthermore, wine drinkers
were more likely to consume
their alcohol with meals, which
is seen as a healthier habit,
while spirits, cider and beer
drinkers did not.

The study also revealed that
alcohol consumption overall
was linked with worse health
and a greater risk of developing
serious diseases.

Compared to those who only
drink occasionally or in some
cases never, high alcohol con-
sumers —who drink more than
the moderate levels — were 36
percent more likely to die from
cancer, 24 percent more likely
to die from any cause and 14
percent more likely to die from
heart disease. = Mail Online
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Ph : 033-60337~8 , 09-5022324

: 033-60339
E-mail  : mehlgarment.pol@gmail.com
Facebook : Smart Smart
Viber : +95-9777585772
Address : Pyin Oo Lwin





