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Phaungpyin Township finishes cultivation of more than 2,000 acres

of sunflower

PHAUNGPYIN January 23
The statistics of Mawlaik Dis-
trict mentioned that a total of
2,006 acres of croplands have
been placed under sunflower
in Phaungpyin Township of
Sagaing Region this year.
Starting from October last
year, local farmers have been
growing sunflower on 2,006
acres of croplands against the
target of 2,436 acres of land.
Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head
of Mawlaik District Agricul-
ture Department commented:
“Local authorities set a plan to
grow 2,436 acres of sunflower
in Phaungpyin Township but
farmers planted 2,006 acres of

sunflower. They are striving for
meeting the target cultivation.
Cultivation of sunflower aims to
reduce import volume of palm
oil abroad. Sunflower produces
larger volume of oil than that of
groundnut and sesame. Local
farmers prefer to grow sun-
flower in cold season rather
than monsoon.”

Officials of Phaungpyin Town-
ship Agriculture Department
conduct training courses for
local farmers and agricultural
staff to enhance their capacity
of growing sunflower without
any difficulties.

Moreover, the department
arranges provision of quality
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o & 178

mers and sale of urea fertilizers

ﬂ"’ ," %
I‘U »J iy o

seeds of sunflower tolocal far- at fair prices. Moreover, arran- change quahty seeds of sun-
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gements are being made to ex-
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flower among farmers. SMK

Myinmu Township
cultivates over 19,000 acres
of rain-fed sesame

IS fﬁ%ﬁ v

MYINMU January 23

Atotal 0f 19,053 acres of rain-
fed sesame planted this year
in the rainy season in Myinmu
Township, Sagaing District,
Sagaing Region, have been
harvested, according to sta-
tistics from the Department of
Agriculture for Sagaing Dis-
trict Department of Agricul-
ture.

During the 2024-2025 rain
crops planting season, 19,053
acres of sesame seeds were
planted in Myinmu Township,
and the sesame plantations
have been harvested since
August of last year, yielding 18
baskets per acre.
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“The y1eld is good We have

been able to expand the acre-
age of sesame cultivation, have
good yield, and have worked to
cultivate with the GAP system,”
said Daw Thida Lwin, head of
the Department of Agriculture
for Sagaing District Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The township Department
of Agriculture has given know-
ledge to the farmers growing
sesame in Myinmu Township
to expand sesame cultivation,
to use cultivation methods, to
make cultivation with GAP
methods, and to plant pure
varieties with good yield.

SMK

More than 20,000 acres of canola and
niger planted in Kawlin District

KAWLIN January 23

A total of 23,823 acres of
canola and niger have been
planted in Kawlin District of
Sagaing Region, according to
the Kawlin District Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation 0f24,940 acres of canola
and niger in the district in cold
season in 2024-2025 season but
local farmers have so far plan-
ted 23,823 acres of these crops
against the target cultivation.

U Win Thein, Head of Kawlin
District Agriculture Departm-

ent said: “Local farmers plant
canola and niger yearly. They
extract canola and niger oil from
the crops as well as produce
traditional medicines. This year,
Kawlin District earmarked more
than 24,000 acres of canola and
niger but farmers have planted
more than 23,000 acres of crops
so far. They are trying hard to
meet the target cultivation.”
This year, Kawlin Township
planted 15 acres of canola and
14,593 acres of niger, Wuntho
Township 334 acres of canola
and 1,828 acres of niger and

Pinlebu Township 370 acres of
canola and 5,583 acres of niger,
totalling 23,823 acres.

In 2024-2025 cold season, local
authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 15 acres of canola and
16,567 acres of niger in Kawlin
Township, 350 acres of canola
and 1,826 acres of niger in Wun-
tho Township and 440 acres of
canola and 5,742 acres of niger
in Pinlebu Township, totalling
24,940 acres. In Sagaing Region,
Katha and Kawlin township
grow the largest acreage of
canola and niger. SK

More than 28,000 acres of chickpea
grown in ChaungU Township

CHAUNGU January 23

ChaungU Township Agricul-
ture Department stated that a
total of 28,402 acres of croplands
were placed under chickpea in
ChaungU Township of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers started culti-
vation of chickpea on 28,402
acres ofland in ChaungU Town-
ship in October last year agai-
nst the target of 28,630 acres
of land.

Daw Khin Myat Myat Oo,
Head of ChaungU Township
Agriculture Department, said:
“Local authorities earmarked
28,630 acres of chickpea in the
township but farmers have
planted 28,402 acres of crops
against the target. They are
trying hard to meet the target
cultivation. Sown acreage of
chickpea is on the rise yearly.
Our department provides qua-
lity seeds, inputs and post-har-

vest technology for local farmers.”
Local farmers choose Yezin-8
and Yezin-11 strains of chickpea
suitable for the region. They
cost more than Ks-300,000 per
acre of growing chickpea.
This year, departmental offi-
cials cooperate with local far-
mers in growing chickpea with
high yield strains of crops, agri-
cultural inputs and other assis-
tance in addition to trichoderma
to boost per-acre yield of crop.
Sagaing Region operates the
largest sown acreage of pulses
and beans, and local farmers
grow beans as cash crops. SK
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the State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

State Administration Council

Press Release

Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons

and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district

administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

State Administration Council

Information Team

Farmers harvest more than 26,000 acres of peanut in Myinmu Township

MYINMU January 23

According to the statistics of
Sagaing District Agriculture De-
partment, a total of 26,243 acres
of peanut has been harvested in
Myinmu Township of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers planted 26,243

acres of peanut in monsoon
season in Myinmu Township.
They started harvesting of
crops in August. So far, they
have harvested 26,243 acres of
peanut, yielding 52.95 baskets
of peanut per acre.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of

Sagaing District Agriculture
Department, said: “Local far-
mers planted 26,243 acres of
peanut in Myinmu Township
this winter. So far, they have
harvested all sown acreage of
peanut. Oil crops thrived in the
region. Sown acreage of peanut

is on the rise yearly.”
Farmers used 1.5 baskets
of peanut seeds per acre and
cost more than Ks-200,000 per
acre of growing the crops for
quality seeds, labour charge,
fertilizers and pesticides. It
yields more than 50 baskets of

peanut per acre.

This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment carried out recording
the activities of prevention of
pests, and weeding of planta-
tions.

SMK

Taze Township finishes cultivation of more than 1,

TAZE January 23

According to the statistics of
YeU District Agriculture Dep-
artment, a total of 1,425 acres
of green gram has been planted
in Taze Township of Sagaing
Region this winter.

Local farmers started culti-

vation of green gram on 1,425
acres of croplands in Taze
Township against the target of
4,891 acres of crops in winter
of 2024-2025.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment stated: “Authorities

earmarked more than 4,000
acres of green gram this cold
season but local farmers have
so far planted more than 1,000
acres of crop against the target
cultivation. We raise farmer
awareness for expansion of
sown acreage of green gram

with the use of quality strains
of crops.”

This year, Township Agricul-
ture Department helps local
farmers to use quality strains
of crops, correct agricultural
techniques, prevent pests and
systematically broadcast fer-

000 acres of winter green gram

tilizers and pests for boosting
per-acre yield of crops.

This year, the township Agri-
culture Department cooperates
with local farmers in boosting
per- acre yield of crops by pro-
viding quality seeds, inputs and
post-harvest technology. SMK

More than 500 acres of vegetables planted in Kyunhla Township

KYUNHLA January 23

Local farmers have planted
561 acres of vegetables as cold
season crops in Kyunhla Town-
ship of Sagaing Region, accor-
ding to the statistics of Kyunhla
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
local authorities set a plan to
grow 577 acres of vegetables in

Kyunhla Township but farmers
have so far planted 561 acres of
vegetables against the target
cultivation.

Daw Myint Myint Yi, Head of
Kyunhla Township Agriculture
Department, disclosed: “This
year, we earmark to grow 577
acres of vegetables in Kyunhla
Township but farmers have so
far planted 561 acres of crops.

They grow mustard, chilli,
spicy, potato, cabbage, egg-
plant, ladyfinger, cauliflowers
and Chinese cabbage as well
as cannabis. We share agricul-
tural techniques with local far-
mers to grow crops in GAP sys-
tem. Only when they grow
crops in GAPs will vegetables
be healthy for public consump-
tion with least chemical resi-

due.”

Township Agriculture De-
partment conduct training cou-
rses for local farmers and
staff from the department to
enhance their capacity for
growing vegetable crops to
be able to produce healthy
crops for public consumption
and expand sown acreage of
crops.

Local farmers earn increased
incomes from their vegetable
plantations which are thriving
in the township. Officials of
the Township Agriculture De-
partment disseminate tech-
niques about making natural
fertilizers and pesticides as
well as ways of preventing
pests.

SK
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China launches new satellite group

TAIYUAN January 23

China sent a new satellite
group into space on Thursday
from the Taiyuan Satellite
Launch Centerin north China's
Shanxi Province.

This group of 18 satellites,
which is the sixth batch that
will constitute the Spacesail
Constellation, was launched at
1:15 p.m. (Beijing Time) aboard
a modified Long March-6 car-
rier rocket and entered its preset
orbit successfully.

The launch marks the 557t
flight mission of the Long March
carrier rocket series.

Developed by Shanghai Aca-

demy of Spaceflight Techno-
logy, the rocket was fueled with
liquid oxygen and kerosene
propellant, which is non-toxic
and pollution-free. It has a
carrying capacity of 6.5 tons for
500-km sun-synchronous orbit.

In 2025, the rocket model will
have an intensive space launch
schedule, with plans for over
10 missions, according to the
rocket maker.

Spacesail is a Chinese com-
mercial low-orbit satellite me-
gaconstellation. It began com-
mercial network construction
on August 6, 2024.

Xinhua

Russia ready for equal dialogue with U.S.:

MOSCOW January 23

Russia is open to equal dialo-
gue with the United States and
is waiting for a signal from Was-
hington, Kremlin Spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said on Thursday.

In a post on Truth Social Wed-
nesday, U.S. President Donald
Trump said he does not want to
hurt Russia, and called for an
immediate end to the Ukraine
crisis.

Trump said he would impose
new sanctions and taxes on all
Russian goods if he couldn't
reach a deal with Russia.

Asked about Trump's com-
ments, Peskov said "We are clo-

Kremlin

sely monitoring all the rhetoric,
all the statements."

"We remain ready for dialo-
gue, as President Vladimir
Putin has repeatedly said," he
said, adding that Moscow is

anticipating potential dialogue
to be equal and mutually res-
pectful.

Peskov also said Russia was
still waiting for signals from the
U.S. side. Xinhua

Turkish Airlines resumes flights to Damascus after 13-year suspension

DAMASCUS January 23

A Turkish Airlines passen-
ger jet carrying Syrian pass-
engers landed at Damascus
International Airport on Thurs-
day for the first time in 13
years, state news agency SANA
reported.

In a press conference at the
airport, Syrian Assistant Mini-
ster of Foreign Affairs and Ex-
patriates for Humanitarian
Affairs Ahmad Dukhan app-
lauded the resumption of
flights, thanking "the Turkish
government and people for
standing by the Syrian peo-

ple."

Dukhan underscored the
"deep roots" of the bilateral re-
lationship, calling the return
of direct flights "the beginning
of renewed cooperation"and a
ray of hope for Syrians abroad
hoping to return to their country
with dignity.

Turkish Airlines Director
General Bilal Akshi said the
move would serve the interests
of Syria, its people, and the
region.

Turkish Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister Nuh Yilmaz, also on
board the flight, hailed the
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Turkish Airlines resumes flights to/ Damascus after.13-year: suspension.

development as "a historic
moment," saying the resto-

red air link will reconnect
Damascus to the rest of the
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India train accident death toll rises to 13

NEW DELHI January 23
The death toll in the train acci-
dent in the western Indian state
of Maharashtra has risen to 13,
police said Thursday.
According to police, 15 people

were injured in the accident, 10
of whom are still in the hospitals.
Ofthe 13 killed in the accident,
police so far have been able to
identify only eight.
The accident occurred Wed-

nesday evening after some
passengers disembarked from a
train following an alarm chain-
pulling incident. They were later
run over by another train in Pa-
chora of Jalgaon District, about

425 km northeast of Mumbai,
the capital city of Maharashtra.
Preliminary investigations
carried out by the police said
that someone had pulled the
train's alarm chain, causing it
to come to a halt. Fearing a fire
inside the train, many passen-

gers deboarded onto the adja-
cent tracks, but were mowed
down by another passing train.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis expressed
grief over the deaths in the acci-
dent and announced financial as-
sistance for the victims. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD January 23
The National Institute of
Health (NIH) of Pakistan has
confirmed the 15t wild polio-
virus type 1 (WPV1) case of
2025.
An NIH official told Xinhua

Pakistan confirms 1% polio case of 2025

on Thursday that the Regional
Reference Laboratory for Polio
Eradication at the institute re-
ported the case on Wednesday.

The Laboratory said that the
case had been detected in the
northwest province of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa's Dera Isamil
Khan District, which reported
11 polio cases in 2024.

Atotal of 73 cases were repor-
ted in Pakistan last year, with 27
from Balochistan Province, 22
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 22

from Sindh Province, and one
each from Punjab Province and
the capital Islamabad.

The Pakistan Polio Program
conducted multiple mass vace-
ination drives last year, bring-
ing the vaccine to children un-

der the age of five at their
doorsteps.

The official added that the
government has planned to
hold the 1% nationwide polio
vaccination campaign of 2025
next month. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Nuclear fusion breakthrough: China’s ‘ar

ificial sun’ reactor sets a

new world record by generating a steady loop of plasma for 1,066
seconds - taking the world closer towards limitless clean energy

.r

fusion

orks by ‘fusing’
hydrogen atoms to
create helium,
releasing huge
amounts of energy in
the process

Q. O

generates heat

and light and, in order
to replicate it, the
hydrogen atoms have
to be heated to
100million degrees c,
more than six times
hotter than the sun

If we want to rely on nuclear
fusion to power the world's
homes, the first step is making
reactors that can run as hot
and as long as possible.

Now;, China's 'artificial sun'rea-
ctor - officially called 'Experi-
mental Advanced Supercon-
ducting Tokamak' (EAST) —has
set a new world record, bring-
ing the goal of limitless clean
energy ever closer.

The reactor, located in Hefei
in Anhui province, generated
a steady loop of plasma for
1,066 seconds at 180million°F
(100million°C) - seven times
hotter than the sun's core.

It surpasses the previous
world record of 403 seconds,
also set by EAST in 2023.

EAST could be a precursor
to the first ever fusion power
plants that supply power dire-
ctly to the grid and electricity
to people's homes.

These power plants could re-
duce greenhouse gas emiss-
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steam turbines to
generate electricity
Tokamak Energy
lans to be selling
commercial fusion
reactors by the late

CLEAN ENERGY
A fusion power station
generating 1,500 megawatts
of electricity wounld use
ONE KILOGRAM
of fuel aday
This compares with
10,000 tonnes
of fuel in a coal power
station of a similar size
Temperature differences
inside the tokamak are the
{|} largest in the solar system

‘While 40cm away will

{ 20305, and just one of
{ its reactors— each the
; size of a family home-
: could power a city the
! size of Oxford

Small fusion reactors
g could also be used to
{ power ships, and even

i electric aircraft - as part
: of a true zero-carbon

{ energy system spanning

{ the globe

ions from the power-generation
sector by diverting away from
the use of fossil fuels like coal
and gas.

Fusion differs from fission
(the technique currently used in
nuclear power plants), because
the former fuses two atomic
nuclei instead of splitting one
(fission).

Unlike fission, fusion carries
no risk of catastrophic nuclear
accidents - like that seen in
Fukushima in Japan in 2011 -
and produces far less radioac-
tive waste than current power
plants, its exponents say.

China's 'artificial sun'is oper-
ated by the Institute of Plasma
Physics (ASIPP) at Hefei Insti-
tutes of Physical Science on
behalf of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences.

The new world record, achi-
eved on Monday, marks a critical
step toward a functional fusion
reactor, according to ASIPP
director Professor Song Yuntao.

'A fusion device must achieve
stable operation at high effici-
ency for thousands of seconds
to enable the self-sustaining
circulation of plasma, which
is essential for the continuous
power generation of future
fusion plants,' he said.

Global scientists have worked
for more than 70 years on trying
to achieve this feat, according
to arelease from State Council
Information Office, central pro-
paganda department of the ru-
ling Chinese Communist Party.

Gong Xianzu, head of the divi-
sion of EAST physics and exp-
erimental operations, said they
have upgraded several EAST
systems since the last round
of experiments.

7

For example, the heating sys-
tem, which previously operated
at the equivalent of nearly 70,000
household microwave ovens,
has now doubled its power
output.

'The ultimate goal of an artifi-
cial sunis to create nuclear fus-
ion like the sun, providing hum-
anity with an endless, clean
energy source, the release says.

Fusion — generally considered
the holy grail of energy — could
also enable 'space exploration
beyond the solar system', by
providing rockets with more
powerful propulsion systems.

Atthe heart of EAST and other
fusion reactors around the world
isatokamak, a doughnut-shaped
device initially conceptualised
in the 1950s by Soviet physicists.

Inside, under the influence
of extreme heat and pressure,
gaseous hydrogen fuel becomes
a plasma - a hot, electrically
charged gas.

Plasma is often referred to
as the fourth state of matter
after solid, liquid and gas, and
comprises over 99 per cent of
the visible universe, including
most of our sun.

In the tokamak, the plasma
is trapped and pressurised
by magnetic fields until the
energised plasma particles

As the particles fuse into
helium, they release enormous
amounts of energy, mimicking
the process that occurs natur-
ally in the centre of stars like
our sun.

The only by-products of fusion
reactions are small amounts
of helium, an inert gas which
can be safely released without
harming the environment.

As a result, fusion reactors
have long been touted as the
best clean energy source —
although the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists claims they
are 'far from perfect'.

As yet, the energy input re-
quired to produce the tempera-
tures and pressures that enable
significant fusion reactions in
hydrogen isotopes don't justify
the fusion energy that's actually
being generated, the nonprofit
organization points out.

It's worth bearing in mind that
EAST, as the name suggests, is
China's 'experimental reactor
project —and may yet pave the
way for the first nuclear fusion
power plants.

Chinese experts say: 'The
mission of the EAST project
is to develop an advanced fully
superconducting tokamak so
as to establish solid scientific
and technological bases for the
future continuous operation of
tokamak fusion devices.'

Of course there are already
nuclear power plants around
the world, but they use nuclear
fission, which has the disadvan-
tage of generating unstable
nuclei, some of which are radio-
active for millions of years.

Fusion, on the other hand,
does not create any long-lived
radioactive nuclear waste but
instead helium, which is an
inert gas.

Fusion fuel is made up of
deuterium and tritium, which
are isotopes of hydrogen, the
most abundant element in the
universe, giving scientists hopes
of 'unlimited energy'.

The Chinese team plan to
use the nuclear fusion reactor
in collaboration with scientists
in France working on the Inter-
national Thermonuclear Exp-
erimental Reactor ITER).

The Provence-based ITER
project is expected to begin de-
livering power in 2035, and will
become the world's biggest
reactor once completed.
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