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Myanmar, China, and Thailand representatives discuss rapid repatriation
of foreign natlonals

NAY PYI TAW February 17
Through certain neighboring
countries, including Thailand,
individuals have unlawfully
entered Myanmar through bor-
der routes. Illegal online gam-
bling, online fraud, and criminal
activities were carried out in
Myawady, Shwe Kokko and
KK Park area. From January
30 to February 17, 2025, a total
0f 1,303 foreign nationals were
identified and detained. The
authorities responsible for
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es-’fro an

\t0} act_ﬁt\a;tié'
countries
I e Y

\\{\;\:

China, and Thalland c?ose

e ‘_’ ,‘ £ i A
t%g}% IS havelunlawfullyZentered the country ﬂz \3)}&.". \"‘X—- N

legal procedures are currently
working to transfer these de-
tained foreign nationals to their
respective countries following
the appropriate legal proce-
dures.

As such, the foreign nationals
who unlawfully entered Myan-
mar are being swiftly dealt with
inaccordance with the law. Mem-
ber of the Central Committee for

the Supervision of Repatriation
Deputy Minister for Home Aff-
airs Maj-Gen Aung Kyaw Kyaw,
and other responsible officials,
along with the Deputy Minister
of Public Security of the People's
Republic of China, H. E. Mr. Liu
Zhong Yi, and officials and
General Secretary General Tri-
sak Indararusmi of Thailand's
Ministry of National Defence,

r, __Chlna'and Thailand discuss/and'coor rdin 'e:
e rapldftransfer oflforelgn natlonals tol theirjre ect e

Representatlves from MyanmarJChlna ‘and Thailan folloW up oniforeign

o'

nationalsholhave unlawfully/entered the“countr'y

and officials, arrived in Myawady
this morning.

The collaborative team from
the three countries is investi-
gating and ensuring the proper
detention of foreign nationals
who entered via illegal routes
into Myawady, Shwe Kokko
and KK Park areas. They are
reviewing the current detention
conditions, personal informat-

ion, and records of the indivi-
duals involved.
Representatives from the
three countries met in Myawady
and held a coordination meeting
to facilitate the rapid transfer
of detained foreign nationals to
their respective countries. The
meeting also focused on im-
plementing a system to combat
online fraud (Telecom Fraud)

Rcd;resentatlves from Myanmar, China, and Thailand discuss and coordinate
to facilitate tl?e’ﬁapld transfer of foreign natlonals to their respective
countries!

across the three countries,
working together to eliminate
telecom fraud zones in the
Myawady region. Discussions
were held on how to ensure a
smooth process for transferring
individuals involved in online
fraud (Telecom Fraud) to their
respective countries and resolv-
ing any issues related to this
matter.

The government is actively in-
vestigating and effectively tak-
ing action against illegal online
fraud activities. In addition, eff-
orts are being made to prevent
and combat illegal online gam-
bling and financial fraud acti-
vities in the border regions of
Myanmar. This includes coo-
peration with organizations
from neighboring countries
and international bodies to
continue the investigation and
enforcement actions.

100

273 more forelgn 1ntruders to Myanmar uncovered and detalned

Authorities collect personal information and documents from
273 foreign intruders to Myanmar uncovered and detained on

17 February, 2025.

NAY PYI TAW February 17
As the government has been
clamping down on criminal
activities including online
gambling and scams in border

Authorities collect personal mformatlon and documents from
273 foreign intruders to Myanmar uncovered and detained on

17 February, 2025.

areas effectively, 273 more
foreign intruders who entered
Myawady - Shwe Kokko and
KK Park through illegal routes
were uncovered and detained

today.

To repatriate the foreigners
to their relevant countries as
soon as possible, representat-
ives from Myanmar, China and

Thailand held trilateral talks
and combined teams from
relevant departments are
collecting personal information
and documents from them. A

Authorltles collect personal information and documents from
273 foreign intruders to Myanmar uncovered and detained on
17 February, 2025.

total of 1,303 foreign intruders
to Myanmar were uncovered
between 30 January to 17
February, 2025.

100
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More than 5,000 acres of vegetables grown in Dabayin Township

DABAYIN February 17

According to YeU District Agri-
culture Department, a total of
5,012 acres of vegetables has
been planted in Dabayin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.

In 2024-2025 cold season, local
farmers started cultivation of
vegetables in Dabayin Town-

ship in October 2024, and so far,
they have planted 5,012 acres
of vegetables exceeding the
target of 2,790 acres of crops.
U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated: “Local authorities
plan to grow more than 2,000
acres of vegetables but local

farmers planted over 5,000 acres
of vegetables. They emphasize
cultivation of mustard, chilli,
spicy, potato, cucumber, tomato,
cabbage, eggplant, cauliflower,
ladyfinger and Chinese cabbage.
Our department encourages
local farmers to grow crops in
GAP system in order to produce

healthy crops with least chemi-
cal residue.”

This year; officials of the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
conduct training courses for
local farmers to grow vegetables
and produce healthy products
with least chemical residues as
well as to expand sown acreage

of crops.

Vegetable plantations are
thriving in the township. Offi-
cials of the Township Agricul-
ture Department raise farmer
awareness to apply correct agri-
cultural techniques, prevent
pests and use natural fertilizers
and pests. SK

Bogale Township supplies 85,000 visses of eels to
Yangon market

BOGALE February 17

“Upto 85,000 visses of eels from
Bogale Township, Ayeyawady
Region were supplied to Yan-
gon Market,” said Daw Aye Win,
the owner of Bogale Township’s
fishery products trading fair.

Itis reported that only 60,000
visses of eels from Bogale Town-
ship were sold to the Yangon mar-
ket in November 2024, and up to
85,000 visses of eels were sold
from December 1 to 31, 2024.

“There was a strong demand

for eels. In a month, up to 85,000
visses of eels were sold to the
Yangon market. The eels from
Bogale Township are mainly
shipped and sold to the Yangon
market. Now that the eel sales
are good, the life of eel farmers
and workers and those who
search and catch eels are
comfortable,” she said.

These eels are sold to foreign
countries such as China, Thai-
land and Singapore through
the Yangon market. SMK

Monywa Township cultivates over 8,000 acres of winter seed
corn and millets

MONYWA February 17

A total of 8,199 acres of seed
corn and millets have been
planted during this year’s win-
ters planting season in Monywa
Township, Monywa District,
Sagaing Region, according to
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Monywa
Township.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, Monywa
Township plans to plant 1,082
acres of seed corn and 7,940
acres of millets, totaling 9,022
acres of seed corn and millets.
Since October this year, they
have planted 979 acres of seed
corn and 7,220 acres of millets,
totaling 8,199 acres.

“We are working to reach the
target area. We are providing

awareness for the success of
seed corn and millets, and pro-
viding awareness to prevent
the spread of pest,” said U Soe
Thet Aung, head of the Depart-
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ment of Agriculture
Township.

More than 50 baskets of seed
corn are produced per acre,
and the cost of planting one

nywa

acre of seed corn is Ks- 500,000.
A total of 15,000 corn ears of
millets are produced per acre,
and the cost of planting one
acre is over Ks-500,000. SK

Sunflower planted on all earmarked croplands in Taze Township

TAZE February 17

Local farmers have placed
all earmarked croplands under
sunflower in Taze Township of
Sagaing Region, according to
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment.

Local authorities earmarked
3,187 acres of winter sunflower
in Taze Township in 2024-2025

cold season. But farmers plant-
ed all 3,187 acres of crops start-
ing from October 2024.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment said: “Farmers could
grow all earmarked acreage of
sunflower in Taze Township.
Cultivation of sunflower aims
to reduce import of palm oil

abroad. Hence, local farmers
expand sown acreage of sun-
flower yearly. Yield of oil from
sunflower is larger than se-
same and groundnut.”
Officials from Township Agri-
culture Department raised
farmer awareness to grow sun-
flower without any difficulties
and enhance capacity of local

farmers and agricultural staff
in Taze Township.

This year, officials of the
township manage supply of
quality strains of seed and
urea fertilizers for farmers and
arrange exchange of quality
seeds of sunflower among
farmers.

SK

Myaung
Township
grows over
7,000 acres
of winter
wheat

MYAUNG February 17

Atotal of 7,256 acres of wheat
have been planted during this
year’s winter crops planting
season in Myaung Township,
Sagaing District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to statistics
from the Department of Agri-
culture for Sagaing District.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 7,255
acres of wheat have been ear-
marked to plant in Myaung
Township, and since October
2024, 7,256 acres have been
planted.

“We can grow more than
the earmarked area for wheat
cultivation. Farmers are being
educated and discussed about
wheat cultivation. Irrigation
and fertilization are being done
to increase wheat production.
We are working to increase the
yield of wheat and to use good
varieties,”said Daw Thida Lwin,
head of the Department of Agri-
culture for Sagaing District.

As for wheat cultivation, the
cost of planting one acre of
wheat is around Ks-300,000. If
one acre of wheat is planted, 21
baskets are produced and the
wheat cropis planted in October,
November and December and
harvested in February, March
and April.

SMK
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Saudi Arabia to mediate Russia-US tal

RIYADH February 17

Saudi Arabia will mediate
talks between Russia and the
US on resolving the Ukraine
conflict, set to begin in Riyadh
on Tuesday, CNN has reported,
citing a Saudi official.

The kingdom has maintain-
ed neutrality throughout the
conflict, engaging in dialogue
with Russian, US and Ukrainian
leaders. Earlier, Moscow and
Washington announced that
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his US counterpart
Donald Trump would soon meet
face to face, and later revealed
that the summit would take
place in the Saudi capital. A
Ukrainian official has told CNN
that officials from Kiev would

not attend the talks.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Putin’s for-
eign policy aide, Yury Ushakov,
will travel to Saudi Arabia on
Monday to meet with Trump’s
team to prepare the ground for
an upcoming meeting of the two
leaders, according to Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov.

The US will be reportedly
represented by Trump’s Middle
East envoy Steve Witkoff, Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio and
National Security Advisor Mike
Waltz.

The development comes
after Putin and Trump held a
90-minute phone call last week
which revolved around settling
the Ukraine conflict.

The upcoming talks in Riyadh
will be the first high-level, in-
person discussions between
Russian and US officials in
years.

Peskov explained that Saudi
Arabia was chosen as the locat-
ion for the high-level talks beca-
use it “suits both the American
and Russian sides.”

Riyadh along with its neighbor
the United Arab Emirates has
increasingly positioned itself
as a mediator in the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. The kingdom
has facilitated prisoner ex-
changes and hosted diplomatic
discussions, highlighting its
commitment to a peaceful re-
solution.

Both Trump and Putin have

ks — CNN

fostered strong ties with the
leaders of Saudi Arabia and
the UAE. Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman was
the first foreign leader Trump
called after taking office. Last
month, in a video address to
the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Trump described the
crown prince as “a fantastic
guy.”

Last September, Putin ex-
pressed gratitude to bin Salman
for facilitating the largest US-
Russian prisoner swap since
the Cold War. “We are grateful
to him, because this resulted in
the return of our citizens to their
homeland,” he said at the time.

Last week, Witkoff said that
bin Salman had played an “in-

18-2-2025 | w

strumental” role in mediating
the release of Marc Fogel, a
former US Embassy employee
and teacher sentenced to 14
years in prison in Russia on
drug trafficking charges.

Commenting on the upcom-
ing trip to Riyadh, Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov
said on Monday that the Russian
team wants to assess President
Trump’s proposals for resolving
the Ukraine conflict.

Moscow has stressed its pur-
suit of a lasting resolution rather
than a temporary ceasefire, in-
sisting that Kiev commits to
neutrality, denazification, de-
militarization, and recognition
ofthe current territorial realities.

RT

Russia to expand cultural centers abroad with new government
partnership

8
"

MOSCOW February 17

Presidential advisor Anton
Kobyakov and head of Russia’s
federal body to coordinate its
citizens abroad, Rossotrudni-
chestvo, Yevgeny Primakov met
in Moscow to discuss the deve-
lopment of Russian Houses —
cultural centers supporting
Russian expatriates world-
wide.

“Russian Houses are places
that remind our citizens of their

homeland, providing them with
up-to-date information on
events in Russia. Presenting key
business platforms in Russia,
their development, and out-
comes, will allow our compat-
riots and those interested in
Russian affairs to stay inform-
ed. Supporting humanitarian
and cultural values is crucial
for all Russian citizens today. In
this regard, the role of Russian
Houses becomes especially

significant,” Kobyakov said.
The state-run event organi-
zers Roscongress Foundation
and Rossotrudnichestvo agreed
to work together to expand the
programs and content at these
centers, including educational
initiatives and key Russian
business events like the St.
Petersburg International Eco-
nomic Forum and Russian
Energy Week.
Sputnik

Nine dead as severe flooding, storms pummel Mldeast U.S

CHICAGO February 17
Flood and storms induced by
the latest round of harsh wea-
ther have lashed the midea-
stern parts of the United States,
claiming at least nine lives, inclu-
ding eight in Kentucky, Gover-
nor Andy Beshear said Sunday.
Since the storms began on
Saturday, more than 1,000 re-
scues have been carried out
and about 39,000 homes are

facing power outages, a scenario
that could worsen due to harsh
winds, Beshear warned.

The governor considered it
“one of the most serious wea-
ther events we’ve dealt with in
at least a decade,” cautioning
that residents stay away from
roadways.

He preemptively declared a
state of emergency in the state
ahead of the storms, saying

that President Donald Trump
had approved his request for
disaster relief efforts.
Meanwhile, much of the Unit-
ed States is under a new round
of bad winter weather. While
the Northern Plains faced life-
threatening cold, severe storms
swept through parts of Florida
and Georgia, according to the
National Weather Service.
Xinhua

US special envoy: trust-building key to ending Ul

Saudi talks

WASHINGTON February 17
A US delegation will travel
to Saudi Arabia on Sunday for
talks with Russian officials and
there is hope for good progress
in the negotiations, Trump’s
special envoy for the Middle
East, Steve Witkoff, said.

“Iam going [to Saudi Arabia]
tonight, I'll be traveling there
with the National Security
Advisor [Michael Waltz] and
we’ll be having meetings at
the direction of the President
[Donald Trump], and hopefully
we’ll make some really good

progress with regard to Russia,
Ukraine,”Witkoff told Fox News.

Witkoff added that he did not
agree with the concerns of some
US allies that Ukraine would not
be part of the negotiations, even
though Kiev’s representatives
would not be in Saudi Arabia.

Asked whether the US expects
that Ukraine would have to give
up “a significant portion of its
land,” Witkoff said the issue is
first about “trust building” with
Moscow.

“Those are details and I'm
not dismissive of the details

craine conflict in

that are important. But I think
the beginning here is trust
building [with Russial. It’s gett-
ing everybody to understand
that this war does not belong
continuing, that it should end,”
the special envoy said.
Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Harvard doctors discover daily snack that cuts risk of colon cancer rising in

young people

Eating yogurt for breakfast
may heal bacteria in the gut and
slash the risk of colon cancer,
according to a new study.

Colon cancer has surged in
young Americans, with diagno-
ses expected to nearly double
from 2010 to 2030.

Experts are racing to find a
cause, with one theory centred
on lifelong exposure to harmful
bacteria lining the gut and sti-
mulating the growth of cancer
cells.

Now, doctors from Harvard
University have found that
people who eat at least two ser-
vings of yogurt a week could
lower their risk of colon cancers
caused by bacteria by 20 percent.

The researchers looked at
colon cancer tumours caused
by Bifidobacterium, a type of
bacteria that normally helps
digest fibre and ward off infect-
ions.

However, excess levels can
lead to inflammation in the
colon, which damages cells and
causes them to grow out of con-
trol, resulting in cancer.

The researchers believe heal-
thy bacteria, including Bifido-
bacterium, found in fermented
foods like yogurt can reduce
the amount of harmful bacteria
living in the gut, reducing the
risk of bacteria-fueled colon
cancers.

However, they found no link
between yogurt and reduced
risk of colon cancers caused by
other factors such as genes,
obesity and chemical exposure.

Dr Andrew T Chan, chief of the
Clinical and Translational Epi-
demiology Unit at Massachu-
setts General Hospital, said:
'This paper adds to the growing
evidence that illustrates the
connection between diet, the
gut microbiome and the risk
of colorectal cancer.

'It provides an additional
avenue for us to investigate the
specific role of these factors in
the risk of colorectal cancer
among young people.'

The American Cancer Society
estimates more than 154,000
Americans will be struck with
colon cancer this year, and just
under 53,000 will die.

In the UK, 44,000 Brits are
diagnosed each year, and there
are roughly 16,800 deaths.

Recent evidence from Johns
Hopkins University suggests
bacteria may play a role in at
least half of colon cancer pati-

followed from 1986 through
to 2016.

Participants filled out regular
questionnaires about diet and
lifestyle factors, including how
many servings of plain and
flavoured yogurt they consum-
ed every week.

The team found 3,079 patients
were diagnosed with colorectal
cancer and took tissue samples
from their tumours to look for
bacteria. They were able to find
information on bacteria in 1,121
cases.

Ofthose 1,121 cases, 31 percent
of tumours (346) were positive

The researchers believe probiotics in yogurt may balance bacteria in the gut
that has been linked to colon cancer (stock image).

Harvard University researchers found eating yogurt twice a week was linked to a 20 per cent lower risk of some forms
of colon cancer (stock image).

ents without a family history
of the disease.

The new study, published in
the journal Gut Microbes, ana-
lysed health data from 132,056
healthcare workers from the
Nurses' Health Study (NHS) and
Health Professionals Follow-
Up Study (HPFS) databases.

Patients on average were
between 60 and 65 years old.
Two-thirds of patients were
women.

NHS participants were follow-
ed from 1976 through to 2016,
and those from HPFS were

for Bifidobacterium.

Eating yogurt made no diff-
erence in the risk of non-bacteria
colon cancers, though getting
at least two servings per week
lowered the risk of Bifidobact-
erium-positive colon cancers
by 20 percent.

Dr Tomotaka Ugai, co-senior
study author and pathologist at
Brigham and Women's Hospital,
said: 'It has long been believed
thatyogurt and other fermented
milk products are beneficial for
gastrointestinal health.

'Our new findings suggest

that this protective effect may
be specific for Bifidobacterium-
positive tumours.'

The experts said further re-
search is needed to determine
how exactly yogurt lowers the
risk of certain colon cancers,
but they speculated that the
healthy bacteria in yogurt
could change bacteria in the
gut microbiome, including Bifi-
dobacterium.

Yogurt contains probiotics,
which are made of several
forms of live bacteria that have
been shown to promote healthy

digestion.

Along with balancing healthy
bacteria in the gut, probiotics
have been shown to reduce in-
testinal inflammation, lowering
the risk of cancer cells forming.

Probiotics in yogurt may also
help reduce constipation by
making stools smoother. This
reduces the amount of time
stools spend in the colon and
potentially spread harmful
bacteria.

One of the study's caveats is
focusing on patients who are
mostly between ages 50 and
60, which limits data on early-
onset colorectal cancer.

Dr Shuji Ogino, chief of the
Program in Molecular Patholo-
gical Epidemiology at Brigham
and Women's Hospital, said:
'Our study provides unique evi-
dence about the potential bene-
fit of yogurt.

"My lab’s approach s to try to
link long-term diets and other
exposures to a possible key
difference in tissue, such as the
presence or absence of a parti-
cular species of bacteria.

'This kind of detective work
can increase the strength of
evidence connecting diet to
health outcomes.
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