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Vice Chairman of the State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win

addresses Work Coordination Meeting 2/2025 of
the Illegal Trade Eradication Steering Committee
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Nay Pyi Taw May 26
Work Coordination
Meeting 2/2025 of the Illegal
Trade Eradication Steering
Committee was held at the
conference hall of the Min-
istry of Commerce here this
afternoon, addressed by Vice
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Chairman of
the steering committee Vice-

Senior General Soe Win.

Also present at the meet-
ing were union ministers
U Win Shein, Lt-Gen Tun
Tun Naung and U Tun Ohn,
deputy ministers, Chair-
man of the Revenue Appel-
late Tribunal U Myint Oo,
member of the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, permanent secre-
taries, directors-generals,
chairmen and officials of
organizations. Chairs of
region and state special com-
mittees for eradication of
illegal trade participated in
the meeting in the form of
video conferencing.

In his address, the Vice-
Senior General said at the
Security, Peace and Stability
and Rule of Law Committee
meeting on 19 March 2025,
the Chairman of the State
Administration Council said,
“Illegal trade can harm re-
gional peace and stability

LAl

and security as they encour-
age criminal activities and
funnel financial assistance
for terrorist organizations.
In this regard, officials of
the relevant ministries and
region/state governments
should effectively conduct
anti-illicit trade operations.”

At the meetings on econ-
omy, the Prime Minister
always gives guidance to
effectively eradicate illicit
trade. In this regard, special
attention must be paid to il-
legal trade. The SAC made
amendments in 2022 for ef-
fectiveness of the anti-illegal
trade activities. Work coor-
dination meetings have been
held 19 times and up to the
18th meeting 619 resolutions
were adopted. During the pe-
riod of three years and four
months, illegal goods valued
at Ks 576.541 billion were
impounded in 22198 cases.
Seizures in March 2025 tops
the monthly chart. More
cases should be exposed and
more illegal goods should be
seized. The volume of illicit
trade rose at the time when
border trade was suspended.
The number of seizures had
increased alongside the rise
in illicit trade. Anti-illicit
trade activities will achieve
more success if security

and inspection teams make
checks more thoroughly.
Moreover, anti-illegal
trade operations must be
carried out with neighbours
through ministry-to-ministry
and government-to-govern-
ment information sharing
and cooperation. As regards
anti-illegal trade, Myanmar
ranks 117 among 158 na-
in the 2025 Illicit
Trade Index of the Transna-

tions,

tional Alliance to Combat
licit Trade (TRACIT). Of
the 84 countries, Myanmar
was at 81st position in the
Global Illicit Trade Environ-
ment, released in 2018. So,
the 2025 index shows My-
anmar’s improvement in the
issue. However, Myanmar
ranks 9th in the anti-illegal
trade chart among the ten
ASEAN member states.
Hence, anti-illegal trade ac-
tivities need more accelera-
tion. Internally, anti-illegal
trade must be launched more
effectively, and externally,
G2G and M2M cooperation
must be set up with neigh-
bouring trade partners.

The 2025 Illicit Trade
Index of the Transnational
Alliance to Combat Illicit
Trade (TRACIT) states the
12 sectors where illicit-
trade is extremely high, and

they include farm goods,
agricultural chemicals and
pesticides, alcohol, counter-
feit consumer goods, forest
products, illegal fishing,
petrochemicals, medicines,
precious metals and gems,
tobacco products, human
trafficking, and wildlife traf-
ficking.

It is necessary for mem-
bers of One Stop Service
teams and inspection teams,
who are members of the
relevant 12 sectors, to iden-
tify smuggling activities and
take appropriate actions. It
has been observed that dur-
ing the period of three years
and four months, the highest
number of seizures involved
unlicensed and unauthor-
ized motor vehicles and
motorcycles. Additionally,
imports related to invest-
ment, machinery and vari-
ous consumer goods, were
also discovered. Given that
our country is an agricul-
tural nation, the Ministry of
Commerce has officially is-
sued licenses for agricultural
machinery. However, there
have been actions beyond
these legal permissions,
and thus, it is necessary to
implement strict control and
enforcement.

On one hand, enforce-

ment actions such as arrests
and controls must be taken,
and on the other hand, it is
necessary to carry out ac-
tivities in accordance with
laws such as the Intellectual
Property Law and the Con-
sumer Protection Law to
ensure robust enforcement.
This effort requires collabo-
ration among the public, the
government, entrepreneurs,
and business organizations.
When carrying out such
efforts, procedures must
align with the Customs Law,
Import and Export Law,
Commercial Tax Law, and
Special Commodities Law,
as well as enforcement ac-
cording to the Competition
Law and Consumer Protec-
tion Law. Intelligence gath-
ering plays a crucial role in
combating illegal trade. In
February, March, and April
2025, a total of 255 tips were
received: 237 accurate, 13
false, and 5 late. Due to the
decreasing number of late
reports and the increasing
accuracy of tips, enforce-
ment against illegal trade
has become more effective.
Authorities must ensure the
confidentiality of tips and
security of the informant
public to prevent any harm
or loss for them. Based on
the cases successfully prose-
cuted due to informants' tips,
the government has been of-
fering benefits and honorary
awards. News about these
honorary awards should be
frequently publicized so that
the general public is well
aware of the government
awards.

With regard to seizures,
both goods and restricted
items have been confiscated.
Committee members and rel-
evant authorities are required
to take measures to minimize
waste or loss of seized goods,
take quick legal action, auc-
tion the goods as soon as
possible and confiscate the
money as government funds
in accordance with proce-
dures systematically as soon
as possible.

In combating illegal
trade, it is necessary for
special teams in Nay Pyi
Taw Council, Regions/States
and relevant departments to
continue to make stronger
collaboration to combat
illegal activities more effec-
tively than ever. Personnel
involved in these opera-
tions are urged to maintain
individual security aware-
ness, remain alert, and act
responsibly and to operate
with an emphasis on secu-
rity and vigilance within
relevant organizations. As
combating illegal trade can-
not be accomplished by any
one person alone, success
depends on collaborative
efforts involving the lead-
ing committee, responsible
personnel from regions and
states, relevant ministry
staff, security forces, and
the general public and only
through such joint coop-
eration can the committee's
objectives be effectively re-
alized and threats that could
impact national economic
development be prevented
and mitigated. Therefore, it
is necessary to exert efforts
to combat illegal trade more
efficiently and effectively.

Then, the Deputy Min-
ister for Commerce and
the Secretary of the Illegal
Trade Eradication Steering
Committee provided a brief-
ing on the progress of the
resolutions made during the
Steering Committee Meeting
(1/2025), as well as its ongo-
ing activities.

After that, Director Gen-
eral U Aung Thwin Oo, the
leader of the steering com-
mittee's office task force,
Director General U Han Win
Aung of the Central Equip-
ment Statistics and Inspec-
tion Department, Director
General U Thein Swe of the
Customs Department, Direc-
tor General U Myint Thura
of the Department of Trade,
the Deputy Director General
Professor Dr. Ye Myint of
the Department of Food and

See Page 13
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Chairman of Natural Disaster Management Committee
Vice Chairman of SAC Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win inspects repair works
on mlnlstry bulldlngs and staff housmg

“-'ﬂ'-ﬁ_—

VicesSenioGenerallSoe)Win'inspectslongoinghrepairaworksy

Nay Pyi Taw May 26

Chairman of the Natural
Disaster Management Com-
mittee Vice Chairman of the
State Administration Coun-
cil Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win, accompanied by Union
Ministers, the Chairman of
the Nay Pyi Taw Council,
the Commander of the Nay
Pyi Taw Command, and other
officials, inspected the ongo-
ing repair works on ministry
buildings, staff housing, and
dormitories this evening.

First, the Vice-Senior
General and party arrived
at the Ministry of Energy,
where officials briefed them
on the damage caused by the
earthquake to office build-
ings, the temporary operation
of offices using prefabricated
structures, and the comple-

tion of modular housing for
staff accommodation. The
Vice-Senior General issued
necessary instructions and
then inspected the damage
and repair progress at the
Union Minister’s Office and

the Myanmar Oil and Gas
Enterprise office buildings.
Next, the Vice-Senior
General and party visited
the Ministry of Planning and
Finance. They examined the
earthquake damage to the

main building and other of-
fice structures, as well as the
ongoing repair efforts, co-
ordinating with responsible
officials to address any needs.

Later, the Vice-Senior
Genernd and party al apro-

O SR

ceeded to Bulldlng No 6209
in the Zabuthiri Township’s
Thukha Theikdhi residen-
tial block, which had been
marked as safe for reoccu-
pation (blue-tagged). They
observed minor earthquake
damage and the completed
repairs carried out by the
Myanmar Licensed Contrac-
tors Association. They also
checked on the living condi-
tions of government staff,
inquired about their access
to the five basic commodities
provided by the state, and
coordinated with officials to
resolve any issues.

The Vice-Senior General
and his entourage then visited
Building No. 3107 in the

. Nyana Theikdhi residential

block of Zabuthiri Town-
ship, where the Myanmar
Construction Development

Assoc1at10n was conducting
repairs using the stitching
method on earthquake-dam-
aged structures and rooms.
The Deputy Prime Minister
inspected the progress and
gave necessary instructions
to the responsible personnel.

Finally, the Vice-Senior
General and party inspected
the slightly damaged walls
at the Thazin (2) Women’s
Dormitory (Building 1) and
Thazin (5) Men’s Dormitory
(Building 11). Construction
workers were using Sikalatex
liquid, non-shrink cement-
based multipurpose mortar
(SikaGrout), and mixed ce-
ment to repair cracks. The
Deputy Prime Minister re-
viewed the progress and
coordinated with officials
to address any remaining

needs. 100

From Page 12

Drug Administration read

and presented the orders

submitted to the Steering

Committee Work Coordina-

tion Meeting (2/2025).
Next, the Union Minis-

ters who are members of the
Steering Committee U Win
Shein, Lieutenant General
Tun Tun Naung, U Tun Ohn,
Chairman of the Revenue
Appellate Tribunal U Myint
0o, Member of Nay Pyi

Taw Council, the chairmen
and officials of the special
committees of the regions
and states reviewed find-
ings on illegal trade, and
discussed situations in which
drugs, controlled chemicals,

weapons, illegal timber, ve-
hicles, fuel oils, food, drugs
and cosmetic products are
being seized and taking ac-
tion. They also discussed the
circumstances under which
cases are being expedited to

prevent the destruction and
loss of seized items, issues
related to the broad dis-
semination of information,
preventive measures, export
and import comparisons and
commodity flow conditions

at trading stations, and trade
conditions with neighboring
countries.

After that, the Vice-Sen-
ior General coordinated the
presentations and concluded

the meeting. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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