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Kawthoung border trade reaches over US$-28 million

Myanmar’s Kawthoung bor-
der with Thailand reached
US$-28.48 million as of 22 July
this month, the Ministry of
Commerce stated.

Fisheries exports in Kaw-
thoung are operating with a
free-on-board (FOB) system.

There is always a trade surplus
at the Kawthoung border. The
main export items are various
fish, shrimp, squid, crab, anchovy
and oil palm. The border was
set to achieve a trade target
of US$-20 million for July, and
actual trade value has already

surpassed the trade target.
The Ministry of Commerce
has been prioritizing trade pro-
motion. Thailand grants zero
tariffs for maize imports bet-
ween 1 February and 31 August
yearly. Myanmar conveys maize
directly from Yangon Port to

Ranong Port. Some are ex-
ported through the Kawthoung
border as well.

Myanmar sent 87,748 tonnes
of maize worth US$-20.622 mi-
llion to Ranong via Kawthoung
border as of 22 July. Kyatbaht
trade settlement is also opera-

tional in the Kaw-thoung border
with authorized dealers (A Bank,
MEB, KBZ and AYA).

The Kawthoung border per-
formed the fourth-largest trade
between Myanmar and Thai-
land, according to the Ministry
of Commerce’s statistics. SK

LIVESTOCK

Poultry
farmers
interest in
raising
imported
lionhead
geese

These lionhead geese are
bigger than those in the domestic
poultry market, and interest
in them varies from breeding
them as pets to breeding them
for laying eggs.

“The geese we breed are not
the same as ordinary geese in
Myanmar. They are two and a
half to three times the size of a
domestic goose. The large one
weighs 6.5 visses to 8 visses.
The common one we see weighs
2.5 visses. Before COVID-19,
we imported them from China
and Thailand. They are called
lionhead geese in Myanmar.
It is tall and has a mane-like
feather around its neck. Many
people are interested in baby
geese. It hasn’t been long
since they arrived in Myanmar,”
said a goose importer and
breeder.

There are two types — white
geese imported from Thailand
and grey geese imported from
China.

“At the moment, supply do-
esn’t meet demand. It is not
sure about market expansion.
Under normal circumstances,
they are good for trading,” he
said.

The advantages of lionhead
geese include a high growth
rate, survival on rough feeds,
worth breeding for both meat
and eggs and good profits for
breeders.

SMK

AGRICULTURE

Farmers reap more than 25,000 acres of summer paddy
in Shwebo Township

Shwebo Township Agriculture
Department stated that a total
0f25,599 acres of summer paddy
has been harvested in Shwebo
Township of Sagaing Region.

They started reaping in June
this year. So far, they have har-
vested 25,599 acres of summer
paddy, yielding 90.03 baskets of
paddy per acre.

“Local farmers planted 54,536
acres of summer paddy, 25,599
acres of which has been har-
vested so far. Local farmers

plan to expand sown acreage
of monsoon paddy. Our staff
members educated local far-
mers to prevent pests, minimize
loss of crops and keep harvested
paddy under shelter,” said U
Hsan Oo, Head of Township
Agriculture Department.

The township earmarked
cultivation of 32,137 acres of
summer paddy in the township
in 2023-2024 summer paddy but
local farmers planted 54,436
acres of summer paddy excee-

ding the target.
Agricultural officials help
local farmers use quality strains

)
Wy e ATSEERN R ) SHFR=S B &

of crops, make natural fertilizers
and grow monsoon crops in
time. SK

WATERWAY

Vessels need to take care

“Cargo and passenger vessels
need to take care of whirlpools

‘ , { L 2 p¥
in third defile in driving along
the water course in Ayeyawady

River,” said U Ye Tun Lin Aung,
Assistant Director of Mandalay
Region Department of Water
Resources and Improvement
of River Systems.

Whirlpools are happening
in Thabeikkyin Township along
the water course of the river
from Mandalay to Bhamo
as the river has high level of
water.

“If vessels enter whirlpools,
it is very dangerous. If the
whirlpool is large, it can cause

of whirlpools in third defile of Ayeyawady River

sinking of vessels,” he added.
So, vessels need to take care
of navigation signs posted along
both sides of the river from
Mandalay ports to Bhamo.
“At a time when Ayeyawady
River has high water level, it
may cause high current and
whirlpools. Hence, vessels
should not cross the whirlpools.
They have to check their engine
power and current speed in
travelling,” he noted.
SMK

AGRICULTURAL LOAN

More than Ks-9.623 billion disbursed for monsoon
crop growers this year in Mandalay Region

According to Mandalay Re-
gion Myanmar Agricultural
Development Bank branch,
Ks-9.623 billion has been disbu-
rsed to local farmers for cul-
tivation of monsoon crops in
Mandalay Region.

“Thebankbranchissuedloans
to local farmers for growing
monsoon crops starting from
the third week of May. In this re-

gard, the loans covered paddy
and other crops in 23 townships.
So far, Ks-9.623 billion was
disbursed for 15,407 farmers
from 194 village-tracts in 18
townships for growing monsoon
crops on 87,022 acres of lands,”
said U Aung Myo Than, deputy
regional manager of the bank
branch.

“The loan will be issued to

farmers till the end of Septem-
ber. So far, the loans have cove-
red more than 87,000 acres of
farmlands of paddy and other
crops. Interest rate is 5 per-
cent. The loans will be issued
for monsoon, winter and pre-
monsoon seasons. The remai-
ning townships will get loans,”
he explained.

In disbursement of loans,

Ks-150,000 per acre of paddy
and Ks-100,0000 per acre of gro-
undnut, green gram, sesame,
cotton, chickpea, black bean,
soyabean, rice bean and maize
will be issued to local farmers.

Local farmers from Chana-
yethazan, Amarapura, Pathein-
gyi, PyinOoLwin, Kyaukse, Sin-
gaing, TadaU, Myittha, Meik-
tila, Wundwin, Mahlaing, Thazi,
Taungtha, Natogyi, Yamethin,
PYawbwe, NyaungU and Kyauk-
padaung townships have got
loans from the bank. SK
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Russian navy starts extensive drills involving majority of its fleet

Major Russian naval drills
kicked off on July 30. The main
goal of the exercises is to check
the actions of the Navy's military
authorities at all levels, as well
as the readiness of ship crews,
naval aviation units and coastal
troops of the Navy to perform
tasks, the Russian Ministry of
Defence explained.

The Russian Navy has begun

planned exercises on the use of
forces by the Baltic, Northern
and Pacific Fleets, and the Ca-
spian Flotilla, the Ministry of
Defence announced on Tues-
day.

"Associations and formations
of the Russian Navy have begun
conducting planned exercises
in the operational zones of the
Northern, Pacific and Baltic

Fleets, as well as in the area of
responsibility of the Caspian
Flotilla," the ministry said in
a statement.

The Ministry clarifies that
about 300 surface ships and
boats, submarines and support
vessels, up to 50 aircraft, more
than 200 units of military and
special equipment, and over
20,000 military personnel are

involved in combat training
events.

Within a few days, the crews
of ships, naval aviation units
and coastal troops of the three
fleets, and the Caspian Flotilla,
will perform over 300 combat
exercises with the practical
use of weapons.

Earlier, Russian Presiden-
tial Aide Nikolai Patrushev

said that the president had
decided to form a Maritime
Board. It will include councils
for the strategic development of
the Russian Navy, the protection
of Russian national interests
in the Arctic, as well as the
development and maintenance
of our country's maritime acti-
vities.

Spunik

INDIA

Nearly 100 killed in
South India landslides

The death toll in Tuesday's
multiple landslides in India's
southern state of Kerala further
rose to 95, with more than 110
people injured, a local police
officer told Xinhua over phone.

At least three massive land-
slides struck the Meppadi area
of Kerala's Wayanad District
at around 02:00 a.m. local time
when the people were asleep.
Those injured were admitted
to a local hospital.

Several villages, including
Mundakkai, Chooralmala, Atta-
mala and Noolpuzha, were said
to be among the worst-affected
areas. Many people were feared
to have been washed away in
the Chaliyar river.

An online report by India To-

day claimed that "hundreds
were trapped" under the debris,
even as an entire areawas swept
away in the natural tragedy.
"At least 106 people have been
killed, 128 injured, and hundreds
of others are feared trapped,"
said the online report.

Rescue work was continuing,
as the personnel belonging to
the Indian Army, the Indian Air
Force (IAF) and the Indian Navy
were deployed for bringing out
those trapped.

According to the Indian Army,
they had deployed 225 perso-
nnel, including medical teams.
Two Indian Air Force helicopters,
aMi-17 and an Advanced Light
Helicopter, were put intorescue
operations. Xinhua

Torrential downpours have battered India’s southern coastal state of Kerala.

UNITED STATES

Raging U.S. wildfires cause evacuations,

health alerts

As firefighters in Northern
California continued battling
the country's largest active fire,
a new blaze raged Northern
Colorado on Monday, prompting
evacuations and causing un-
healthy air quality alerts.

The Park Fire in Northern
California has become the lar-
gest wildfire in the state so far
this year and the sixth-largest
in the state's history. It has
consumed 373,357 acres (1,511
square km) across four counties.

The California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection
(Cal Fire) reported that the
blaze was 12 percent contained
on Monday afternoon. The fire's

rapid spread has been fueled
by abundant vegetation and
one of the area's hottest, driest
summers on record.

The Park Fire's destructive
path also left 109 structures de-
stroyed and five others dama-
ged, with over 4,200 more under

threat.

Authorities believed the fire
was deliberately set in a park
near Chico last Wednesday after-
noon. A 42-year-old Chico resi-
dent has been arrested and char-
ged with felony arson in conne-
ction with the incident Xinhua

LEBANON

Hezbollah member killed in Israeli airstrike
on Lebanese village

A Hezbollah member was
killed on Tuesday at dawn in an
Israel airstrike on the village
of Bayt Lif in the central part
of the border area in southern
Lebanon, Lebanese military
sources told Xinhua.

The military sources, who
spoke anonymously, said that
Israellaunched an air-to-ground
missile on a house in Bayt Lif,

killing the Hezbollah member
Hassan Hussein Malek.

Israeli drones and warplanes
carried out three raids at dawn
on three border towns and
villages in southern Lebanon,
while Israeli artillery targeted
six towns and villages with
about 25 shells.

Tensions along the Lebanon-
Israel border escalated on

October 8, 2023, following a
barrage of rockets launched
by the Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah toward Israel in
solidarity with Hamas' attack
on Israel the day before. Israel
then retaliated by firing heavy
artillery toward southeastern
Lebanon. Tension in the border
area of southern

Xinhua

GREECE

Greece on alert after outbreak of small-ruminants plague

Greece has culled approxi-
mately 9,000 animals following
an outbreak of the small-rumi-
nants plague (PPR). This action
was part of efforts to contain
the spread of the contagious
and deadly viral disease, after
inspections of over 230,000 goats

and sheep on the mainland
over the past week, Greek
Agricultural Development and
Food Minister Kostas Tsiaras
said on Tuesday.

"We are taking all necessary
measures to address the issue,"
he told Greek broadcaster ERT,

adding that there was no risk
to public health.

The Agriculture Ministry has
announced a nationwide ban
on the transport of goats and
sheep for any reason as a pre-
ventive step, as experts were
trying to locate the origin of the

disease.

The first cases were identi-
fied in the region of Thessaly
in central Greece last week,
where units were placed under
quarantine. On Monday a few
cases were reported also near
Athens and on the Peloponnese

peninsula in southern Greece.
Breeders said that some animals
tested positive were imported
from Romania.

Greek authorities also pro-
ceeded to ban imports of goats
and sheep from Romania untill
this Friday. Xinhua
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