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"The mystery of human existence lies not
in just staying alive, but in finding something
to live for".
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
and SSPC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing hosts
dinner in honour of Myanmar delegation that represented the
country at the Internatlonal Court of Justice (ICJ) hearing

l‘

m General Min Aung Hhﬂng gives an
(delegationlthay defended the case at the Internafional

Nay Pyi Taw February 8

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, Acting President of
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and Chairman
of the State Security and
Peace Commission, hosted a
dinner this evening at the Na-
tional Defence and Security
Council Office Banquet Hall
in honour of the Myanmar
delegation that represented
the country at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ)
hearing.

Also, present at the din-
ner were Commission Vice
Chairma Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win, Commission
member Prime Minister U
Nyo Saw, Executive Chief U
Aung Lin Dwe, Commission
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, commission members,
Union ministers, Union-level
dignitaries, chief ministers
of regions and states, senior
military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, and officials from the
Myanmar delegation which
defended the case at the ICJ.

In his honorary speech,
the Senior General said that
he was especially delighted
to have the opportunity to
deliver remarks at the gala
dinner being held. Just as
the people across the entire
country warmly welcomed,
supported, and honoured

the Myanmar delegation that
went to appear and present
oral arguments on behalf of
Myanmar at the International
Court of Justice during the
final round of oral hearings in
the case filed by The Gambia
against Myanmar alleging
genocide, led by Union Min-
ister for the Ministry 2 of the
President’s Office U Ko Ko
Hlaing and Union Minister
for Legal Affairs and Union
Attorney General Dr Thida
Oo, the State also, on behalf
of the nation, was honouring
and welcoming the delega-
tion through the hosting of
this honorary dinner.

The Senior General noted
that the case filed by The
Gambia against Myanmar
at the International Court of
Justice in 2019 had lasted for
more than six years, and that
the merits stage of the pro-
ceedings was completed in
January 2026. He explained
that after his government as-
sumed state responsibilities
in February 2021 in accord-
ance with the Constitution,
it had continued to handle
the case in line with its re-
sponsibilities under public
international law, whereby a
succeeding government gen-
erally inherits the actions and
commitments undertaken
by the previous government
under the principle of state

succession.

After the International
Court of Justice began con-
tacting them around mid-
2021 regarding the con-
tinuation of the case, the
government held thorough
discussions among respon-
sible officials on whether it
should assume and continue
handling the matter. Taking
into account the prevailing
international and domestic
political circumstances at the
time, a decision was made
to continue taking responsi-
bility for the case, and two
representatives were selected
and appointed to serve as the
Agent and Alternate Agent in
charge of the proceedings.

When reviewing the in-
ternational and domestic
political situation at that
time, it was a period in which
Myanmar was facing numer-
ous pressures and challenges
both at home and abroad.
The United Nations and its
subordinate bodies were
hesitant to officially recog-
nize the government, and
Myanmar had lost its right
to speak on the international
stage, including at the United
Nations General Assembly,
due to the defection of its
Permanent Representative.
Similarly, it was also a time
when Myanmar’s govern-
ment leaders were politically

honorary speech at the dlnner hosted 1n ho ou Gﬁ'@l@ Myanmar

sidelined within ASEAN.

Domestically, it was also
a time when the COVID-19
pandemic was spreading
severely and widespread,
intense unrest of an anarchic
nature was occurring. In such
circumstances, the govern-
ment carefully assessed the
potential outcomes, weigh-
ing both the benefits and
risks, before deciding to as-
sume and continue handling
the case. The main reason for
this decision was that, at the
International Court of Jus-
tice, the proceedings could
continue unilaterally even if
Myanmar chose not to par-
ticipate. In such a unilateral
process, the Court would
consider only one-sided in-
formation, which could lead
to undesirable consequences.
This, in turn, could leave
Myanmar with an indelible
stain on its national dignity
throughout history and could
give rise to further unwanted
repercussions. Therefore,
given the conditions at that
time, that course of action
was chosen as the best pos-
sible solution.

As Myanmar would have
to face the proceedings step
by step, a leading commit-
tee on litigation before the
International Court of Justice
was formed to ensure the
best possible preparation,

| comprising multiple relevant

ministries, including Foreign
Affairs, Defence, Home Af-
fairs, Legal Affairs, Immi-

| gration, and Social Welfare,

Relief and Resettlement, and
that coordinated efforts were
undertaken accordingly.

For legal support, a team
of senior domestic legal
scholars and an advisory
legal committee was formed
to provide legal advice, while
an international team of
lawyers was also engaged to
participate in the case. In ad-
dition, to ensure that histori-
cal information and evidence
were obtained accurately and
comprehensively, a foreign
expert on Rakhine history
was also hired to assist in the
proceedings.

Because efforts were car-
ried out systematically and
in a coordinated, unified
manner, sufficient time was
available according to the
originally planned strategy,
and all preparations for the
case were carried out thor-
oughly and firmly.

The Senior General stat-
ed that, during the final stage
of the case—the oral hear-
ings held at the International
Court of Justice from 12 to
29 January—Myanmar’s del-
egation was able to defend
and present its case strongly
and effectively due to thor-
ough prior preparation. For
this reason, he expressed
that the State commends
and honours the Myanmar
delegation, led by the two
Agents.

In truth, the case Myan-
mar faced at the International
Court of Justice was not an
accusation against any indi-
vidual or group of people, but
rather a case brought against
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar. Therefore, as
the entire nation including
the country, its people, and
the government was being
accused in the proceedings,
the case directly concerned
the dignity of the State and of
all its citizens, making it an
issue of special significance
for the country.

He stated that he wished
to express the State's special

gratitude to the Myanmar
delegation and all relevant
departments that provided
support, as it was learned that
the delegation was able to
stand firm and present com-
prehensive legal and factual
arguments in this case.

He noted that although
this case represents a very
significant challenge for
Myanmar, it was observed
that the country was able
to turn this challenge into a
benefit. He stated that among
these benefits, the most im-
portant point is the evidence
of national unity; as the
saying goes, "Unity in times
of crisis," the entire people
of Myanmar stood united
with the government, fully
supporting and defending
the country with patriotism
against the unfair accusa-
tions in this case.

He stated that as another
benefit, the country was
able to present Myanmar's
position on the international
stage with solid evidence
regarding a politically fab-
ricated identity, which has
been a root cause of the long-
standing issues in northern
Rakhine State.

Additionally, he noted
that in terms of legal matters,
international-level experi-
ence was gained from this
case. He stated that it could
be considered a silver lining,
as the country acquired the
knowledge and insight on
how to best prepare should
similar legal attacks against
the nation occur in the future.

He stated that regardless
of the intentions of the ICJ,
a United Nations organ,
the Myanmar delegation
approached this case with-
out distinguishing between
major or minor issues, pre-
paring systematically and
acting with full strength
and unwavering persever-
ance—akin to a lion hunt-
ing its prey. He noted that
it was due to these efforts
that such a status could be
achieved. Therefore, he ex-
pressed special gratitude and
honor to the two leaders and
all members of the Myanmar
delegation. See Page 13
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Opening ceremony of 2026 79" Anniversary Union Day
Commemorative Union-level MSME Product Fair and

Market Festival held, attended by Acting President of the
Republic of Union of Myanmar Chairman of State Security

and Peace Commission Seni

Seidr
Nay Pyi Taw February 8

The opening ceremony
of 2026 79™ Anniversary
Union Day Commemorative
Union-level MSME Product
Fair and Market Festival
took place at Nay Pyi Taw
Square this morning, at-
tended by Acting President
of the Republic of Union of
Myanmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min

Aung Hlaing, who formally
opened it.

Also present on the occa-
sion together with the Senior
General were Vice Chairman
of SSPC Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win, SSPC member
Prime Minister U Nyo Saw,
SSPC Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, SSPC members,

in/Aung Hl,aig‘o, SCEyCS m

—.
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Lk

union ministers, union lev-
el dignitaries, region/state
chief ministers, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief,
the Nay Pyi Taw Command
commander, deputy minis-
ters, MSME agency chairs
from regions and states, Nay
Pyi Taw Council members,
heads of department, of-
ficials of organizations and
exhibitions, ethnic cultural
dance troupes, honoured
guests and local people.
The Senior General and
party arrived at the ven-
ue and were warmly wel-
comed by officials. SSPC
Vice Chairman Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, SSPC
member Prime Minister U
Nyo Saw, Union Ministers,

siat ‘anl{exhibition booth:
= — el

Dr Kan Zaw, U Hla Moe, Dr
Charlie Than, U Chit Swe,
and Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chair U Than Tun Oo for-
mally opened the fair and
the festival.

Acting President of the
Republic of Union of My-
anmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing then formally
unveiled the decorated arch-
way of the fair and festival.

The Senior General and
attendees enjoyed the dances
of ethnic cultural troupes
staged to the accompani-
ment of the song “Towards
the industrial products fair”
honouring the fair and the
festival.

The Senior General and

or

e e

- | % - §
= o X1

General Min Aung Hlaing

_Senior General Min Aung Hlaing observes foodstuffs Wmaﬂ

{an exhlgbgtlon booth.

attendees looked around the

booths of union ministries
and region/state booths that
displayed local products and
sales rooms of the fair and
festival with keen interest.
They also asked for more
information from the exhibi-
tion officials.

The 2026 79th Anni-
versary Commemorative
Union-level MSME Product
Fair and Market Festival
is held with the aim of im-
proving socioeconomic life
of citizens, manufacturing
value-added goods based on
agricultural raw materials,
supporting and promoting
the local economy by en-
couraging domestic produc-
tion, reducing imports and
producing import-substitute

goods, developing local
businesses and generating
job opportunities, providing
support and encouragement
for the success of one region
on product (OROP) pro-
grams, establishing closer
connections between MS-
ME:s and local/foreign inves-
tors. Apart from economic
progress, the fair and the
festival will generate ben-
efits, which are, closer rela-
tions, unity and mutual assis-
tance between entrepreneurs
from different places, while
enabling entrepreneurs to
conduct cultural exchanges,
knowledge sharing, establish
strong market links, and set
up connections with for-
eign markets through value
adding of local goods.

The union-level fair and
festival has over 120 booths
including ministry booths,
booths displaying MSME
products of regions and
states and Nay Pyi Taw,
shops selling ethnic foods,
business matching rooms,
technological booths, farm
machinery booths, booths
of cottage industries and
cooperatives, booths of as-
sociations and organiza-
tions, booths exhibiting solar
farms, and SKD electric
cars, motorcycles and tri-
cycles, garment product
booths, company booths.
The fair and the festival goes
on till 13 February and it
will host entertainment pro-
grams staged by well-known
artistes. It is open to all. 100

From Page 12

He urged that regardless
of the challenges faced in the
current landscape of interna-
tional power politics, where
small nations must stand on
their own self-reliance, the
State and its citizens must
work together. He stated that

it must be taken as a national
duty to protect the vital in-
terests of the country—the
non-disintegration of the Un-
ion, the non-disintegration of
national solidarity, and Per-
petuation of sovereignty—by
remaining as united as they
were in this current event.

Afterward, Union Min-
ister for the Ministry of the
State Administration Council
Office (2) U Ko Ko Hlaing,
as the leader of the Myanmar
delegation that traveled to the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ), provided a brief on the
proceedings. He noted that

the Myanmar delegation had
conducted systematic prepa-
rations, including collecting
necessary data and ensuring
that facts and historical re-
cords were comprehensive.
He stated that a legal advisory
team consisting of veteran lo-
cal legal experts was formed

to obtain legal counsel, and an
international legal team along
with a historical expert was
hired to represent the case. He
added that these efforts were
carried out with unity and
systematic diligence, comple-
mented by the guidance and
support of the Head of State.

Furthermore, he expressed
deep gratitude for the warm
welcome and the honorary
dinner hosted for the delega-
tion members.

Afterward, it is reported
that the Senior General and
the attendees had the honor-
ary dinner together. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Security forces recapture Banmauk from KIA and
NUG-linked PDF terrorist groups

@@m’@@:@@gmwﬁmmm
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Documentary iphotolof{securit forces TOWIlShl pJHospitalfands

Basic Educatlon mbm (Banmauk), m bod1 '

munition selzed from-the‘lenemyxE

Nay Pyi Taw February 8

On September 20, 2025,
the KIA and NUG-linked PDF
insurgent groups launched a
large-scale attack on secu-
rity personnel responsible
for maintaining stability in
Banmauk. During the period
of their control, they carried
out various acts including the
forced arrest of local residents
who did not support them,
forced recruitment, arson
attacks on civilian homes
and public buildings, loot-
ing of property, and actions
that disrupted local admin-
istration. These incidents
were previously reported on
October 27, 2025.

Local residents were forced
to flee their homes and seek
shelter in temporary displace-

ment camps due to the destruc-
tion of houses and insecurity in
the area. It was also reported
that excessive extraction and
use of natural resources in
and around Banmauk during
this period caused significant
environmental damage.
Security forces began
clearance operations on Sep-
tember 24, 2025, advancing in
columns to regain territorial
control. They first secured vil-
lages and key locations tem-
porarily held by the groups,
including Pin Hin Khar, Shwe
Kyaung, Kho Pyin, Naung
Thar Yar, Tower Hill, Kham-
oe, and areas around Phyu
Taung. On October 26, they
gained control of strategically
important positions about
2,000 meters west and north-

[photo¥showingfterroristlinsurgents|
EthnicjYouth¥DevelopmentzlirainingiSchool)

'--::.ﬁ-ﬂ-

wea pONS) mﬂemu
h.'% ‘ :q‘fl‘.'c 1" -_"

west of Banmauk.

After making necessary
preparations, security forces
continued step-by-step clear-
ance operations to fully re-
gain the town. The insurgent
groups had fortified religious
buildings, schools, hospitals,
government offices, residential
buildings, hotels, and high-
rise structures with sandbag

Documentarygphoto

"‘Documentr photos

offA'ggarama Monasteny, :

efshowing{ex @n@@@ﬁv@mﬁm
a:ﬁ]md?mﬂmmﬂmmpmﬁ‘@mﬁm

School (Aung Thar Kone) seized durlng area clearance operatlons in Banmauk by

security forces.

bunkers and carried out attacks
from these positions. They
were also using local residents
as human shields. As a result,
security forces proceeded cau-
tiously in accordance with
Rules of Engagement (ROE)
to minimize damage to build-
ings. The operation lasted
more than four months, and
full control of Banmauk was

Ebc@]ﬁnaml&m?dbﬁ]nmm

- e

re—established on February 8.

During the operation, 69
clashes of varying intensity
reportedly occurred. Some
security personnel were killed
or injured. Security forces
seized 27 assorted weapons,
ammunition, grenades, the
bodies of terrorist insurgents,
and explosive-related materi-
als used in the attacks.

mmg@mmmmm foritifyi

Security forces are now
planning rehabilitation ef-
forts in Banmauk, including
clearing debris, repairing
damaged schools and hospi-
tals, conducting mine clear-
ance, and assisting displaced
residents to return to their
homes as quickly as possible
in cooperation with local

communities. 100
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