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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
delivers inaugural speech at opening of Post Earthquake
Technical Forum

NAY PYI TAW July 28

A ceremony to launch the
Post-Earthquake Technical
Forum under the title of tech-
nically reviewing post-earth-
quake construction and reno-
vation process and preparing
potential technical challenges
in the future was held at Min-
gala Thiri Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw
this morning, with an opening
address by Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the forum
were Vice-Chairman of the State
Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win, Council Joint
Secretary General Ye Win Oo,
SAC members, Union-level
dignitaries, Union ministers,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, deputy ministers, experts
athome and abroad, engineers
from Myanmar Engineering
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held at the Mingala Thiri Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw.

the Myanmar Geosciences So-
ciety, and the Myanmar Earth-
quake Committee, and guests.

First, the Senior General and
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Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects an exhibition

on the technically reviewing
post-earthquake construction
and renovation process and
preparing potential technical

booth at the Post-Earthquake Technical Forum at the Mingala Thiri Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw.

Council, the Myanmar Architects
Council, the Federation of Myan-
mar Engineering Societies,
the Expert Committee for the
Supervision and Inspection
of High-Rise and Public-Use
Building Construction Projects,

forum participants observed a
one-minute silence for demise
of monks and people in the de-
vastating Mandalay earthquake
inmemory of today’s 4" month
incident.

They all viewed a video clip

challenges in the future.
Speaking on the occasion,
the Senior General said that
throughout the world, people in
various countries have establi-
shed and lived their lives, and
since the time civilization adva-

801 SR e ‘

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the Post-Earthquake Technical Forum

nced, they have built their daily
lives upon the creations of nature
using their own innovations and
technologies to ensure comfort,
smoothness, and safety.

Although humans have lived
in harmony with nature through
their innovations and creations,
itis widely recognized that they
cannot avoid the natural disa-
sters that are another gift from
the Earth. Based on scientific
knowledge developed throu-
ghout human history, there
are natural hazards such as
typhoons, floods, and forest
fires that can be anticipated
and mitigated. However, there
are also natural disasters like
earthquakes, which cannot be
precisely predicted and must be
faced when they occur. Among
various types of natural hazards,
earthquakes pose significant
risks not only to developing coun-
tries but also to countries that
are somewhat developed or fully
developed, requiring prepare-
dness to minimize the poten-
tially devastating damage they
can cause.

Myanmar, historical records
show that since 1839 up to the
present day, there have been
about 20 major earthquakes

measuring Richter scale 6 and
above, causing significant de-
struction andloss. It is also well
known that on 28 March 2025,
an earthquake measuring 7.7 on
the Richter scale struck, cau-
sing damage to five states and
regions including Mandalay,
Sagaing, and Nay Pyi Taw. This
Mandalay earthquake was felt
along the Sagaing Fault Line,
as is widely recognized.

Due to the Mandalay earth-
quake, 3,739 monks and civilians
lost their lives. Although this
death toll is significantly lower
compared to major earthquakes
worldwide that have resulted
in hundreds of thousands of
casualties, it remains a tragic
and heartbreaking event for
our country. As for the damage
to infrastructure, more than
50,000 houses, along with roads,
bridges, transmission towers,
schools, hospitals, religious buil-
dings, and numerous factories
and workplaces were severely
damaged or destroyed.

The government has initially
provided financial support of
Ks-500 billion to help citizens
rebuild their damaged homes
and shelters. In addition, an

See Page - 21»-»
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Naga Self-Administered Zone grows more than 1,000 acres of soya bean this year

NAGA July 28

Local farmers planted more
than 1,000 acres of soya bean
in Naga Self-Administered
Zone of Sagaing Region this
year, according to the Regional
Agriculture Department Office.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, it is planned to
cultivate 1,258 acres of soyabean
in the Naga Self-Administered
Zone. Cultivation began in May
this year, and as of today, a total
of 1,069 acres of crops have
been planted.

Dr Tin Mar Mar Oo, Assistant
Director of the Sagaing Region
Department of Agriculture,
stated:

"This year, during the mon-
soon crop season, a total of 1,258

acres of soya bean are planned
to be cultivated in the Naga
Self-Administered Zone. So
far, a total of 1,069 acres have
been cultivated. Efforts are
ongoing to fully achieve the

target acreage. Educational
activities will also be conducted
to prevent pest outbreaks. Addi-
tionally, arrangements have
been made to ensure that the
necessary seeds are available

and that farmers are made
aware of them."

This year, Leshi Township
planted 69 acres of soya bean,
Summara 16 acres, Lahe Town-
ship 390 acres, Thangpakwe
115 acres, Nanyun Township
177 acres, Donhee 231 acres
and Pansawng 71 acres, totall-
ing 1,069 acres.

During this cultivation sea-
son, Leshi Township has pla-
nned to grow 311 acres of soya
bean, Summara 11 acres, Lahe
Township 349 acres, Thang-
pakwe 122 acres, Nanyun Town-
ship 142 acres, Donhee 252
acres and Pansawng 71 acres,
totalling 1,258 acres.

In the Naga Self-Administered
Zone, the respective township-

level Agriculture Departments
are providing educational su-
pport to farmers cultivating
various types of pulses. This
includes guidance on selecting
high-quality and pure seeds
suitable for the region, proper
cultivation methods, pest pre-
vention, systematic use of fer-
tilizers, and improving yield.
During this year’s monsoon
crop season, efforts are being
made in collaboration with
farmers to ensure better yield
and quality of pulse crops by
supplying quality seeds, nece-
ssary agricultural inputs, and
post-harvest techniques such
as timely and effective storage
methods.
SK

Sweet potatoes marketable
in Danubyu Township

DANUBYU July 28

“Sweet potatoes produced by
Danubyu Township of Ayeyawa-
dy Region are in high demand
at the domestic market,” said
Daw Hla Hla Win, the owner of
agricultural produce trading
commodity in Danubyu Town-
ship.

In Danubyu Township, since
the first week of June this year
until today, the trade of locally
grown sweet potatoes has
been going well. It is currently
the harvest season for sweet
potatoes, and the price has
reached up to Ks-4,200 per viss.

“This is the time when the
sweet potatoes planted by local
farmers are starting to yield.
Since the market for sweet po-
tatoes is strong at the moment,
not only are the farmers bene-
fiting from good prices, but agri-

cultural laborers are also find-
ing better opportunities. One of
the reasons the sweet potatoes
price is good this year is that
fewer farmers planted sweet
potatoes compared to last year,
while demand in both local mar-
kets and the Yangon market
remains high,” said Daw Hla
Hla Win, an agricultural produce
trader in Danubyu Township.

In Danubyu Township, farmers
cultivate sweet potatoes and
other seasonal crops alongside
rice farming. Sweet potatoes
are planted by individual far-
mers in plots ranging from
one to five acres. The general
cultivation cost for one acre of
taro this season is reported to
be up to Ks-350,000, and if the
crop grows well without signi-
ficant losses, profits can exceed
Ks-900,000 per acre. SMK

Mawlaik District grows over 1,400 acres of

MAWLAIK July 28

A total of 1,405 acres of vege-
table crops have been planted
in Mawlaik District in Sagaing
Region during this year rain
crops planting season, accor-
ding to the statistics of the De-
partment of Agriculture for
Mawlaik District.

Mawlaik District has planned
toplant 2,645 acres of vegetable
crops during the 2025-2026 rain
crops planting season, and
planting has begun since May
this year. To date, 1,053 acres
have been planted in Mawlaik
Township and 352 acres in
Phaungpyin Township, a total

of 1,405 acres.

“We are working to achieve
the target acreage. These in-
clude mustards, chilis, spices,
potatoes, cabbages and egg-
plants. We are providing far-
mers with technology to grow
all vegetables using the GAP
system. We are providing far-
mers with technology to grow
all vegetables with minimal che-
mical residues and in a healthy
way,” said Daw Kywe Kywe
Hlaing, head of the Department
of Agriculture for Mawlaik Di-
strict.

The acreages of vegetables
earmarked for cultivation in
Mawlaik District in 2025-2026
rain crops planting season are
as per following: 1,109 acres in
Mawlaik Township and 1,536
acres for Phaungpyin Town-
ship, for a total of 2,645 acres.

SMK

Local authorities earmark cultivation of more than 120,000
acres of monsoon paddy

KALAY July 28

Statistics of Kalay Township
Agriculture Department stated
that local authorities have adop-
ted a plan to grow more than
120,000 acres of monsoon paddy
in Kalay Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season, it is planned to
cultivate a total of 127,157 acres

of monsoon paddy in Kalay
Township. According to reports,
the planting of these paddy fields
will begin in June and continue
through September of this year.

“The plan for this year's mon-
soon cropping season in Kalay
Township is to cultivate over
120,000 acres of monsoon paddy.
Efforts will be made to ensure
the targeted acreage is fully

cultivated. We will provide nece-
ssary technologies and high-
quality paddy varieties for cul-
tivation. Field-level support
will also be provided to farmers
so they can plant their paddy
in a timely manner,” said U
Naing Tun Win, Head of the
Kalay Township Department
of Agriculture.

To ensure systematic and

uninterrupted paddy cultiva-
tion during this year’s monsoon
cropping season, the relevant
township agricultural depart-
ment will collaborate closely
with local farmers.

It is also reported that supp-
ort will be provided to monsoon
paddy farmers in Kalay Town-
ship, including technical agri-
cultural training, pest prevention

awareness, measures to pre-
vent crop loss, and timely post-
harvest storage of paddy under
sheltered conditions.

To ensure successful culti-
vation and good yields from
this year’s monsoon paddy
fields in Kalay Township, staff
from the township’s Depart-
ment of Agriculture will carry
out field activities such as
selecting quality and pure seed
varieties, pest control, proper
weeding and thinning of diff-
erent species, removal of mixed
varieties, and systematic use
of fertilizers. SK
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Thailand, Cambodia agree on ceaseﬁre says Malays1an PM

PUTRAJAYA July 28

Thailand and Cambodia's
leaders have agreed to imple-
ment a ceasefire starting mid-
night on Monday, Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
said following a meeting hosted
by him here.

At a joint press conference
with Cambodian Prime Mini-
ster Hun Manet and acting Thai
Prime Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai following the cea-
sefire talks, Anwar outlined a
step-by-step de-escalation pro-
cess and the mechanism through
which it will be implemented
and monitored.

"Both Cambodia and Thailand
reached a common understan-
ding as follows -- an immediate
and unconditional ceasefire with
effect from 24:00 hours (local
time) on 28 July 2025. This is
a vital first step towards de-

escalation and the restoration
of peace and security," he said.
According to Anwar; the initial
ceasefire will be followed by the
reestablishment of contacts
between the regional army
commanders on both sides
through a face-to-face meeting
at 7 a.m. local time on July 29,
which will be followed by a mee-
ting of the defence attaches of
both sides, led by the chair of
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) if both
sides are agreeable, and finally
ameeting of the General Border
Committee (GBC) on August 4
to be hosted by Cambodia.
"As the current chair of
ASEAN, Malaysia stands ready
to coordinate an observer team
to verify and ensure the imple-
mentation of the ceasefire.
Malaysia will also consult with
fellow ASEAN member states

to participate in the observation
effort, reflecting a regional
commitment to supporting pe-

ace on the ground," he said.
"Both sides also agree to re-
sume direct communications

Ii "

between both prime ministers,
foreign ministers and defense
ministers," Anwar added Xinhua

Jordan, UAE airdrop fresh aid

into Gaza
i,

AMMAN July 28

The Jordanian Armed Forces
said on Monday they carried
out another two humanitarian
airdrops into the Gaza Strip in
coordination with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), as part
of ongoing efforts to deliver
essential aid to the Gazans amid
continued Israeli blockade.

The operation was conducted
using two C-130 aircraft from
the Royal Jordanian Air Force
and the UAE Air Force, carry-
ing a total of 17 tons of food and
basicrelief supplies, the Jorda-

nian Armed Forces sald in a
statement.

Aid airdrops over Gaza resu-
med on Saturday amid mounting
international pressure on Israel
over its blockade, which has
caused mass starvation in the
enclave.

Since the beginning of the
conflict between Hamas and
Israel in October 2023, Jordan
has conducted 128 airdrops
separately, in addition to 268
joint operations with partner
and friendly countries, the state-
ment said. Xinhua

Moscow supports Africa in struggle against
neocolonialism — Medvedev

MOSCOW July 28

Former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev has expressed strong support for African political
parties engaged in the fight against neocolonialism and reaffirmed Russia’s commitment to
strengthening political dialogue and cooperation across the continent.

The remarks were delivered on Saturday in a message to the Liberation Movements Summit
in South Africa. Medvedev, who currently serves as deputy chairman of Russia’s Security Council
and head of the United Russia party, stated his belief that African political parties, shaped by
their longstanding struggle against imperialism, will continue to serve as a powerful political
force, as well as “a guarantor of stability and socio-economic progress in their countries for
many years to come.”

He emphasized that United Russia places a high priority on partnerships with African
political parties, “particularly on the issue of combating neocolonialism, whose ideologues — the
former colonial powers — continue their attempts to subjugate the free peoples of Africa, whose
representatives have gathered on South African soil.”

According to Medvedev, United Russia remains fully committed to supporting initiatives
that advance a multipolar world order built on the principles of equal partnership and national
sovereignty. He highlighted that many of the organizations represented at the summit have
maintained longstanding ties with his party and share a common vision of global development
free from external domination.

Speaking to RT on the sidelines of the summit, ANC Treasurer General Dr. Gwen Ramokgopa
said that the movements must adapt to remain relevant and need to shift from political liberation
to pursuing “economic emancipation and shared prosperity.”

The Liberation Movements Summit, which is being held over July 25-28, has gathered
representatives from parties such as South Africa’s ANC, Mozambique’s FRELIMO, Namibia’s
SWAPO, Zimbabwe’s ZANU-PF, and Tanzania’s Chama Cha Mapinduzi.

RT

Indonesian scientists discover new morel mushroom species on Mt. Rinjani

JAKARTA July 28

A team of researchers has
discovered a new species of
morel mushroom in the Mount
Rinjani Biosphere Reserve,
located in Indonesia's West Nusa
Tenggara Province, a resear-
cher announced on Monday.

The species, scientifically
named Morchellarinjaniensis,
was found on the slopes of the
mountain on Lombok Island by
researchers from Indonesia's
National Research and Inno-
vation Agency (BRIN), accord-
ing to Atik Retnowati, a resear-

cher at BRIN's Research Cen-
ter for Biosystemics and Evolu-
tion.

"This species has a unique
combination of characteristics
not found in other Morchella
species, both morphologically
and molecularly;" said Retnowati

in a statement.

She emphasized that genetic
analysis of four genes revealed
distinct differences between
this mushroom and other known
Morchella species.

"Therefore, scientifically, it
can be classified as a new spe-

cies," she explained.
Retnowati added that the
newly identified morel mush-
room has a fruiting body that
can grow up to 19 centimeters
in height, with an irregular pa-
ttern of pits and large spores.
Xinhua
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additional Ks-2 trillion are
being continuously allocated to
support ongoing reconstruction
and restoration efforts.

It is widely known that, des-
pite advancements in scientific
knowledge, earthquake hazards
cannot yet be predicted with
precision. In such circumsta-
nces, the best course of action
is to prepare as thoroughly as
possible. Preparedness does
not only involve ensuring timely
rescue operations and swift
post-disaster recovery efforts
but also includes anticipating
ways to minimize loss of life and
property when natural disasters
strike. This is a crucial aspect
of disaster management.

Today’s Post-Earthquake
Technical Forum aims not only

suffer from earthquakes. Among
them, Asian nations like Japan,
China, and Indonesia have utili-
zed advanced technology and
high-quality construction ma-
terials to build skyscrapers and
high-rise structures. We must
ask ourselves: Why can’t we do
the same?

For national development,
the construction sector is vital.
Ensuring that buildings are
durable and meet high-quality
standards is critical. Since earth-
quakes remain unpredictable
and unavoidable, infrastructure
must comply with seismic-resi-
stant standards to effectively
protect lives and property.

After the Mandalay earth-
quake, government offices and
residential buildings were in-
spected by teams from the Mini-

o

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing presents a certificate of honour to an official of
an organization, which took part in post-earthquake damage assessments

after the Mandalay earthquake.

to discuss recovery and recon-
struction efforts following the
devastating Mandalay earth-
quake but also to strategize
how Myanmar—situated on an
active seismic fault—can mini-
mize future earthquake da-
mage. Therefore, it is essential
to effectively identify and dis-
cuss the needs of the country’s
construction sector.

Many countries worldwide

stry of Construction, other re-
levant ministries, engineers
from the Myanmar Engineering
Council, the Myanmar Engi-
neering Society, and the High-
Rise and Public Building Con-
struction Project Supervision
Committee. They assessed da-
mage levels and categorized
structures accordingly. Addi-
tionally, Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) were deve-
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Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects an exhibition
booth at the Post-Earthquake Technical Forum at the Mingala Thiri Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw.

loped for repairing earthquake-
damaged buildings, roads, and
bridges, as well as for restoring
ancient monuments, pagodas,
and religious structures in colla-
boration with the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Culture.
A Building Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction Supervision
Committee was also formed to
oversee systematic reconstru-
ction efforts.

To ensure construction stan-
dards, the Ministry of Constru-
ction, in collaboration with the
Myanmar Engineering Council,
Myanmar Architects Council,
Myanmar Engineering Society,
Myanmar Geoscience Society,
and the Myanmar Earthquake
Committee, has been updating
the Myanmar National Building
Code (MNBC) since its initial
release in2012. Revisions in 2016
and 2020 incorporated seismic
zone maps and structural
failure analyses. The upcoming
MNBC 2025 will integrate new
geological data from the Man-
dalay earthquake, introducing
enhanced seismic design stan-
dards and calculation methods to
create an Earthquake-Resilient
Design Framework.

Only when all stakeholders in
the entire construction industry
from importers and domestic
producers of construction mate-

rials such as cement, iron and
steel to designers, developers,
contractors and supervisors
cooperate conscientiously, will
infrastructures we are build-
ing today withstand future
earthquakes and safety of lives
and property of the people be
ensured.

Therefore, technicians parti-
cipating in today’s Post-Earth-
quake Technical Forum are
urged to discuss and find solu-
tions frankly to abide by rules
and regulations issued in accor-
dance with the reality of con-
struction works fully.

In conclusion, the Senior
General urged all stakeholders
including government staff,
engineers and architects from
the private sector, developers,
importers, producers and dis-
tributors of construction ma-
terials, who are shouldering
their respective duties in the
construction sector of the coun-
try to make concerted efforts
to create and build safe and
secure infrastructures for citi-
zens in the future through the
Post-Earthquake Technical
Forum held today.

Then, the Senior General pre-
sented certificates of honour
to chairmen and officials of the
Myanmar Engineering Council,
the Myanmar Architect Council,

the Federation of Myanmar
Engineering Societies, the
Supervisory Committee for
Highrise Buildings and Public
Infrastructure Construction
Projects, the Myanmar Geos-
ciences Society and Myanmar
Earthquake Committee, who
carried out damage assessments
and established earthquake
clinics.

Afterward, resource persons
for respective papers and se-
ctors at the Post-Earthquake
Technical Forum for technical
review for post-earthquake re-
construction and future tech-
nical challenges introduced
themselves.

Then, the Senior General and
participants posed for docu-
mentary photographs.

Afterward, the Senior General
and attendees viewed the exhi-
bition booths of the forum atten-
tively.

The Post-Earthquake Tech-
nical Forum for technical re-
view for post-earthquake recon-
struction and future technical
challenges will continue until
29 July with the aim of finding
technical solutions for recon-
struction of infrastructures
damaged during the Mandalay
earthquake and preparations
for future technical challenges.

100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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