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2005
Sr.No  Admixture Content (kg/m?)
1. 40-20 mm Aggregate 418
2 20-10 mm Aggregate 378
3 10- 5 mm Aggregate 436
4 5- 0 mm Aggregate 745
5 Cement 160
6. Pozzolan 145
7 Water 160
8 Chemical (conplast-R) 1.08*
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RCC Leveling Concrete Strength by Ages

Strength
Age
Mpa Psi
7 Days 9.48 1375
28 Days 13.42 1945
91 Days 17.38 2520
365 Days 20.17 2924
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ARCHEOLOGY

Thantawkya Buddha Image built by Klng rathlhapate

in 13® Century

Thantawkya Buddha image
located in old Bagan city of
Bagan ancient cultural zone
of Mandalay Region was cons-
tructed by King Narathihapate
using pale green shale in 13t
Century (1284 AD).

The 19.5-ft-high Buddha im-
age is just north of Thathyinnyu
Temple and King Narathiha-
pate constructed the image in
1284 AD. The palace is located
in the west and the temple faces

west. It was called Thantaw-
kya temple as it was construc-
ted at a place where everybody
could hear the yawning of the
King in the palace.

The Thatbyinnyu Temple is
located in the south of Thantaw-
kya Pagoda while Tabetkya
Pagoda and Pitaka chambers
are in the east, Shwegugyi
Pagoda or NanU Pagoda and
Aungmyetha Palace site in the
west and northwest. SK

WILDLIFE

Myanmar protects over 1,000 endangered Burmese

roofed turtles

- B S B

Burmese roofed turtle (Ba-
tagur trivittata), which can be
found only in Myanmar; inhabits
in the Chindwin River near
Linpha Village in Khamti Town-
ship, Sagaing Region, and over
1,000 turtles are under protec-
tion.

Myanmar has over 1,000
roofed turtles across the nation.
They are conserved under a
caging system in the Chindwin
River, and over 200 turtles are
released every year. During
the third week of June, 25 male
roofed turtles and 25 female
roofed turtles were released

Il s % &8 o S 2 = 10 kil

into Chindwin River for the
sixth time.

The carapace of an adult
roofed turtle can reach up to
58 centimetres in length. Its
plastron is yellow or cream-
coloured, while the head and
neck are brown or dark green.
The head is moderate in size
with a slightly pointed snout,
and the jaw tip is pale in colour.

The species of Burmese
roofed turtles are located in
the Ayeyawady, Chindwin,
and Sittaung rivers and their
tributaries.

In 2004-2005, the experts

discovered their eggs on the
sandbank of Linpha mid-
water pagoda about 20 miles
from Khamti Township in
Chindwin River. The Environ-
mental Conservation Depart-
ment and Upper Chindwin
NGO cooperated to conserve
these species.

There are about 300 turtle
species in the world, whereas
32 are found in Myanmar and
are distinguished into aquatic
turtles and land tortoises. Ma-
rine turtles are classified into
two varieties, freshwater tur-
tles and sea turtles, depending
on the ecosystem. Most of the
aquatic turtles are generally
omnivores. The IUCN Red List
stated that Burmese roofed tur-
tles are an endangered species,
and now they are protected
under Forestry Law.

“Iam very proud of my coun-
try as it possesses roofed tur-
tles that cannot be found in the
world. The turtles bring bene-
fits to the freshwater ecosys-
tem, and we have to protect
them in their habitats. We tried
to conduct public awareness
programmes to help the public

understand why the roofed tur-
tles should be protected. Over
200 turtles are released into the
natural land areas. There are
over 100 in Myanmar. We are
working with the Environmen-
tal Conservation Department
to protect the species as they
cannot be discovered in the
world except Myanmar,” said
U Myo Min Win, in charge of
Upper Chindwin Turtle Conser-
vation Group.

The roofed turtle species are
not found in ASEAN countries.
The Singapore Zoological Gar-
den showcases Burmese roofed
turtles, and Cambodia boasts
similar roofed turtle species.
Burmese roofed turtles are
spotted in Yadanabon Zoological
Garden, Yangon Zoological
Garden and Lawkananda Wild-
life Sanctuary. The roofed tur-
tles can live between 60 to
100 years, their age can be
determined by examining the
stripes on the carapace.

Turtles have been on earth
for about 260 million years,
making them older than dino-
saurs.

SMK

Local News |19

AGRICULTURE

Wetlet
Township
reaps more
than 60,000
acres of
summer
sesame

A total of 66,067 acres of sum-
mer sesame has been harves-
ted in Wetlet Township of Saga-
ing Region, according to Wetlet
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

Local farmers stated harves-
ting of summer sesame in May
this year, and they have reaped
66,067 acres of sesame, yielding
17.25 baskets per acre.

“At present, local farmers ex-
ceeded the target cultivation.
Our department helped them
use GAP system. They cost
more than Ks-100,000 per are of
summer sesame,” said Daw Kyin
San, Head of Wetlet Township
Agriculture Department.

In 2023-2024 summer, the
township earmarked cultivation
0f 50,278 acres of summer ses-
ame but local farmers planted
66,067 acres.

Staff of Township Agriculture
Department educated local
farmers to use agricultural tec-
hniques, GAP system and quality
strains of crops.

The crops produced in GAP
can fetch good prices in the
market. It can be distributed
at home and abroad. So, local
farmers can earn increased
incomes.

SMK

AGRICULTURE

Pwintphyu Township to grow more than 500 acres of chilli

this monsoon

‘A total of 561 acres of chilli will
be grown as monsoon crops I
Pwintphyu Township of Magway
Region,” said Daw Moe Moe Wai,
Head of Pwintphyu Township

Agriculture Department.

The township earmarked
cultivation of 561 acres of chilli
this monsoon but local farmers
have planted 148 acres of chilli

against the target.

“Local farmers started culti-
vation of chilli in the first week
of June. They are engaged in
growing chilli all the year round.

They use Tharmo-11, chilli pe-
pper and Kalaw chilli strains.
Our department urges them to
follow GSP system and organic
agricultural methods for safety

of consumers,” she explained.

Agricultural staff help local
farmers with agricultural
techniques and prevention of
pests at chilli plantations. SK
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RUSSIA

Russia may create tanker fleet for northern sea Route
jointly with China

Russia could establish a tanker
fleet for the Northern Sea Route
in collaboration with Chinese
shipbuilders and component
suppliers.

Russia can create a tanker
fleet to operate on the Northern
Sea Route together with Chinese
shipbuilders and component
suppliers, Rosneft CEO Igor

Sechin, whois also the executive
secretary of the Russian presi-
dential commission for the stra-
tegic development of the fuel and
energy sector and environmen-
tal safety, said on Tuesday.
The Northern Sea Route (NSR),
with alength of more than 3,000
nautical miles (5,556 kilometers),
connects the Barents Sea and

the Bering Strait and is the
shortest route between Europe
and Asia. In addition, it is the
shortest searoute between the
Far East and the European
part of Russia. It is expected
that transportation along the
NSR will reach more than 72
million tons in 2024, and about
194 million tons by 2030.

"The operation of the NSR will
require a high-ice-class tanker
fleet, which can be created
in cooperation with Chinese
shipbuilders and component
suppliers,” Sechin said during
his speech at the VI Russian-
Chinese Energy Business
Forum.

Sputnik

ETHIOPIA

Death toll in Ethloplan landsllde rises to 157

Death toll in Ethiopian landslide rises to 157.

Alandslide in southern Ethio-
pia has claimed more than 157

lives, the local government said
Tuesday.

The landslide occurred Mon-
day at around 10 am, local time,
in southern Ethiopia's Geze
Gofa District.

The local community is cur-
rently working to save the
lives of the injured and provide
shelter and food to the victims,
said the Gofa Zone Government
Communication Affairs Depart-
ment in a statement.

The number of deaths has
increased due to additional acci-
dents on the people who went
to the area for life-saving work.
Teachers, health professionals,
and agriculture professionals

who were present early in the
accident for rescue work have
become victims of the accident,
the local government said.

Ethiopian Red Cross Asso-
ciation and professionals from
neighboring regions and zo-
nes are at the site, helping the
victims.

The rescue workbeing carried
out on the site is by manpower
only. The local government
has called on all Ethiopians to
give any support and attention
needed to the zone for further
rescue efforts.

Xinhua

RUSSIA

Russia adds 15 British nationals to sanctions list

Russia has widened its sanc-
tions list and imposed restric-
tions on 15 more British citizens,
the country's Foreign Ministry
said in a statement Tuesday.

A decision was made to expand
Russia's "stop list" in response
to London's aggressive actions,
the ministry said. It includes
representatives from British
private security companies
involved in training Ukrainian
military personnel, managers
of military-industrial complex

enterprises that provide products
and services to Kiev, as well as
British experts and publicists
with an anti-Russian position.

The Foreign Ministry called on
London to assess the situation
and change its approach to
bilateral relations.

Britain imposed sanctions on
11 Russian-linked oil tankers on
July 18, which are reportedly
involved in helping supply oil
to third countries.

Xinhua

Russia adds 15 British nahonals to sanctions list.

24-7-2024 | @6@
Turkish
forces
“neutralize”
4 PKK
militants in
N. Iraq

Tiurkiye "neutralized" four
"terrorists" in an aerial operation
carried out in northern Iraq, said
the Turkish Defence Ministry
on Tuesday.

The Turkish forces "neutra-
lized" the members of the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK) in the cross-border
"Operation Claw" zone, said the
ministry, without specifying the
time frame of the operations.

The PKK members included
Yusuf Kalkan, who was on a
most wanted list by Tiirkiye on
charges of being a "member of a
terrorist group and establishing
and operating a terrorist group,"
said the statement.

Turkish authorities often
use the term "neutralize" in
their statements to imply the
alleged "terrorists" have either
surrendered, been killed, or
been captured.

The PKK listed as a terrorist
organization by Tirkiye, the
United States, and the European
Union, has rebelled against the
Turkish government for more
than three decades.

Since 2019, Turkiye has
initiated a series of cross-bor-
der military operations into the
semi-autonomous Kurdistan
region of northern Iraq, targe-
ting PKK mountainous hide-
outs.

Xinhua

ALGERIA

Russia-Algeria trade volume doubles — Moscow

Trade turnover between
Russia and Algeria more than
doubled last year, State Duma
Chairman Vyacheslav Volodin
has said during a visit to Algiers
on Monday.

Volodin met with Algerian

President Abdelmadjid Tebbo-
une to discuss the development
ofinter-parliamentary relations,
as well as economic and huma-
nitarian cooperation, the State
Duma press service reported.

“Last year, the trade volume

grew by 2.2 times, reaching US$-
3.765 billion by the end of 2023.
This is a significant growth in our
foreign economic relations, and
itis extremely important for us
to develop inter-parliamentary
connections,” Volodin said.

He also discussed inter-
parliamentary cooperation
between Moscow and Algiers
during a meeting with the
speaker of the Algerian People’s
National Assembly, Brahim
Boughali.

Volodin underscored the
importance of implementing a
strategic agreement between
Russia and Algeria through
new and effective working
formats.

RT
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