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Meeting on availability of su
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fertilizers for agriculture held
Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman
of the State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General

Min Aung Hlaing delivers address

NAY PYI TAW April 1

A meeting on availability of
sufficient fuel supply and suffi-
cient volume of chemical ferti-
lizers for agriculture took place
at the Office of National Defence
and Security Council here this
afternoon, addressed by Acting
President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar, Chairman
of the State Security and Peace
Commission, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing,.

Alsopresent were SSPC mem-
ber Prime Minister U Nyo Saw,
SSPC member U Aung Lin Dway,
SSPC Secretary Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo, Union Mini-
ster for Home Affairs Lt-Gen
Hpone Myat, Union Minister for
Finance and Revenue Dr Kan
Zaw, Union Auditor-General Dr
Khin Naing Oo and Governor
of Central Bank of Myanmar
Daw Than Than Swe.

In his keynote speech the
Senior General said the world
is facing fuel shortages due to
the current crisis in the Middle
East, and Myanmar is trying to
solve and overcome the difficulty.
To reduce domestic fuel con-
sumption, measures such as an
odd-and-even number scheme
for cars and motorcycles, a QR
code system for fueling, and a
weekly Wednesday work-from-
home program for government
departments were recently
adopted. Consequently, fuel
consumption can be reduced
to a certain degree.

He stated that as fuel prices
rise, commodity prices may also
increase in line with the flow of
goods. Therefore, the State is
making arrangements to ensure
that diesel fuel, which is essen-
tial for public transportation,
can be purchased at affordable
prices. To prevent rising tran-
sportation costs from driving
up commodity prices, he noted
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ficient fuel supply and chemical

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing takes

part in the meeting.

the need to prioritize the use
of rail transport, a key public
transportation service, for the
movement of goods.

He noted that along with the
recent rise in fuel prices, there
has been a slight increase in
dollar exchange rates. This rise
in the dollar's value is due to the
higher cost of foreign imports,
including fuel, which requires
larger amounts of currency to
be spent. He stated that efforts
must prioritize low-income citi-
zens and civil servants to ensure
domestic commodity prices do
not rise. To prevent further fuel
price hikes, he noted the need
to consider reducing taxes and
duties collected on fuel imports.
Furthermore, priority must be
given to importing diesel fuel,
which is primarily used for pu-
blic transportation services.

He stated that as the current
season has transitioned into the
hot and dry summer; the use of
air conditioners has increased.

He observed that this has led to
higher electricity consumption,
as well as the increased use of
generators. He stated that it is
necessary to conserve electricity
and reduce the use of genera-
tor fuel and motor vehicles.
By reducing fuel consumption,
foreign currency expenditures
can alsobe minimized. To further
reduce fuel dependency, he
noted the need to implement a
system for importing EV cars by
trading in old, fuel-consuming
vehicles.

Then, he stated that because
the rail transport system redu-
ces costs for the movement of
goods, it is necessary to expand
the operation of freight trains.
He noted that relevant mini-
stries, as well as regional and
state authorities, must ensure
the rail freight system is widely
utilized.

Agriculture needs inputs such
as water and fertilizers and fuel
will be needed for tractors and

pumps. Therefore, itis necessary
to carry out solar river-water
pumping tasks to reduce fuel
needs. As fertilizer prices have
risen with rising fuel prices,
measures must be taken tore-
duce the use of chemical fertili-
zer and to encourage the use
of natural fertilizers. Provision
of agricultural subsidies and
relaxing taxes for fertilizers
can be decreased as much as
possible will make fertilizers
essential for agriculture avail-
able at the hands of farmers.
We are mainly responsible for
making efforts for the security
of food, water and basic needs
of the people.

As edible oil is imported an-
nually to meet the domestic de-
mand, the government has to
spend a large sum of foreign
exchange. Steps must be taken
to expand the cultivation of oil
crops like sunflower; soyabeans
and sesame, which are thriving
in the country. If sunflower cul-

tivation can be expanded, edible
oilimports from other countries
and foreign exchange spending
can be reduced. It is necessary
to distribute chemical fertili-
zers needed by farmers to their
hands at cheap prices. As the
government has been fulfilling
the needs of farmers, they are
required to produce crops as
much as possible.

Then, participants reported
to the meeting on continuous
efforts to import fuel from other
countries to address domestic
fuel shortages, measures taken
to supply fuel sufficiently for
public transportation such as
trains, ships and buses and pre-
parations made for distribution
of fertilizers for agriculture
sufficiently.

Afterward, the Senior General
attended to the needs of the
reports and gave necessary
instructions before the conclu-
sion of the meeting.
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Rainfed paddy harvested in KhinU Township

KHINU April 1

Statistics of KhinU Township
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers harvested
all sown acreage of rainfed in
KhinU Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

In KhinU Township, 98,799
acres of rainfed paddy were
cultivated during the monsoon
cropping season. Harvesting of
the cultivated monsoon paddy
began in November 2025, and
as of today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 percent of the
acreage, with an average yield
of 81.55 baskets per acre.

“In KhinU Township, a total
of 98,799 acres of monsoon

paddy were cultivated. At pre-
sent, harvesting has been com-
pleted on all acres. Necessary
agricultural techniques and
quality seeds were provided
for monsoon paddy cultivation.
Field visits were also carried
out to help farmers plant their
crops on time,” said U Nay Win
Naing, Head of the Township
Department of Agriculture in
KhinU.

Itis reported that in order to
ensure systematic cultivation
of monsoon paddy without diffi-
culties during the monsoon sea-
son, the Township Department
of Agriculture and local farmers
worked together in coopera-

tion.

In KhinU Township, monsoon
paddy farmers were provided
with agricultural technical assi-
stance, pest prevention and con-
trol education, awareness on
preventing crop losses, and
guidance to ensure harvested
paddy was transported under
shelter in a timely manner.

To achieve successful culti-
vation and good yields from
the monsoon paddy fields in
KhinU Township, staff from
the Township Department of
Agriculture have been conduct-
ing field-level support activities,
including selecting high-quality
and pure seed varieties, pest

Local News|19
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surveillance, harrowing and
weeding, rogueing of off-type

-‘. o
plants, and systematic applica-
tion of fertilizers. SMK

Over 5,000 acres of maize planted in

Wt
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PHAUNGPYIN April 1

Local farmers planted maize
and sweet corns on 5,411 acres
of croplands in Phaungpyin
Township of Sagaing Region
this year; according to the Maw-
laik District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season in Phaungpyin
Township, a total of 5,455 acres
were targeted for cultivation,
comprising 820 acres of maize
and 4,635 acres of sweet corn.

.I' | v b | ' A"
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and to date, 800 acres of maize
and 4,611 acres of sweet corn
have been cultivated, totalling
5,411 acres, according to reports.

“In Phaungpyin Township,
we targeted 5,455 acres of maize
and sweet corn during the win-
ter cropping season and have
been able to cultivate 5,411 acres.
To ensure successful crop gro-
wth, we provided awareness
and education activities, includ-
ing measures to prevent pest
and disease infestation,” said

of the Department of Agricul-
ture in Mawlaik District.

In Phaungpyin Township,
the Township Department of
Agriculture has been providing
training sessions and conduct-
ing field demonstrations for
farmers cultivating maize and
sweet corn. Awareness acti-
vities have also been carried
out on preventive measures
against fall armyworm, the use
of neem-based pesticides under
an integrated crop protection
system, and the application of
ginger- and chilli-based pest
control methods, along with
other agricultural technical
guidance.

In maize cultivation, yields
exceed 50 baskets per acre, with
an estimated cultivation cost of
Ks-500,000 per acre. For sweet
corn, yields reach about 15,000
ears per acre, with cultivation
costs exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre.

Yekyi Township dispatches
large quantities of rice bags
to Yangon market

YEKYI April 1

“Local traders from Yekyi
Township of Ayeyawady Region
sent a large number of 90-day
rice bags to Yangon market.”
said Daw Kathy Lin, the owner
of rice and paddy trading depot
in Yekyi Township.

67,000 bags of 90-day rice (24
pyi per bag) were exported
and sold from Yekyi Township
to the Yangon market within
the month.

“Purchasing by the Yangon
rice and paddy market began
to increase starting from the
first week of last month. We
were able to export more than

per bag) to the Yangon market.
Rice and paddy from Yekyi
Township are being bought for
the domestic Yangon rice mar-
ket. The Yangon rice and paddy
market is currently purchas-
inglarge quantities of rice bags.
The rice being exported is of
good quality,” said Daw Kathy
Lin.

The price of 90-day rice ex-
ported from Yekyi Township to
the Yangon market reached up
to Ks-97,000 per 24-pyi bag. Due
to continuous exports, traders,
farmers, truck drivers and load-
ing and unloading workers are
all operating smoothly in their

Planting beganin October 2025, Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head SK | 67,000 bags of 90-dayrice 24pyi businesses. SK
° ° [

Farmers harvest all rainfed paddy in Monywa Township

MONYWA April 1 all sown acreage of paddy, yield- farmers plant their crops on difficulties. monsoon paddy fields in Monywa

Monywa Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture mentioned
that local farmers have harve-
sted all sown acreage of rainfed
paddy in Monywa Township of
Sagaing Region.

They planted 4,008 acres of
rainfed paddy in Monywa Town-
ship. Starting from November
2025, they harvested the crops
and so far; they have harvested

ing 85.44 baskets per acre.
“In Monywa Township, a total
of 4,008 acres of rainfed paddy
were cultivated. At present,
harvesting has been completed
on 100 percent of the cultivated
acreage. Necessary agricultural
techniques and quality seeds
were provided for monsoon
paddy cultivation. Field visits
were also carried out to help

time,” said U Soe Thet Aung,
Head of the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Monywa
Township.

Itis reported that during the
monsoon cropping season in
Monywa Township, the Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
and local farmers cooperated
to ensure systematic cultiva-
tion of monsoon paddy without

Monsoon paddy farmers in
the township were provided
with agricultural technical assi-
stance, pest prevention and
control education, awareness
to prevent crop losses, and
guidance to ensure harvested
paddy was transported under
shelter in a timely manner.

To achieve successful cultiva-
tion and good yields from the

Township, staff from the Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
have been conducting field-level
support activities, including
selecting high-quality and pure
seed varieties, pest surveilla-
nce, harrowing and weeding,
rogueing of off-type plants,
and systematic application of
fertilizers.

SMK
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Gulf nation
could join fight
against
Iran - WSJ

ABU DHABI April 1

The United Arab Emirates
is getting ready to become the
first Gulf nation to commit its
military to the US-Israeli war
against Iran, the Wall Street
Journal has reported, citing
Arab officials.

Since the start of the conflict
a month ago, the UAE has
been hit by some 2,500 Iranian
missiles and drones, more than
any other country in the region,
including Israel. With the Strait
of Hormuz effectively closed
due to the fighting, the country’s
oil output has been reduced
by more than half, while stock
markets in Dubai and Abu Dhabi
have lost around US$-120 billion
in value.

The Emirates wants the Strait
of Hormuz unblocked for oil
trade so badly that it is ready to
assist the US militarily in doing
S0, the WSJ said in an article on
Tuesday.

The nation’s diplomats have
privately urged Washington to
form a military coalition with
European and Asian countries
to take control of the waterway,
the sources said.

According to the officials,
the UAE is lobbying for a UN
Security Council resolution au-
thorizing the use of force in the
Strait of Hormuz.

The leadership in Abu Dhabi
is currently “actively” looking at
ways in which the country could
contribute militarily to securing
the waterway, including through
mine clearing and other support
activities, they said.

The Gulf state also wants the
US to occupy the islands in the
strait, including Abu Musa, which
have been under Iran’s control
for a half-century, but are claimed
by the UAE, the Arab officials
added.

US President Donald Trump
said on Tuesday that Washing-
ton could withdraw from the
conflict in two to three weeks
and “will not have anything to
do with” what happens in the
Strait of Hormuz after that.
Unblocking the waterway, th-
rough which 20 percent of sea-
borne oil trade passes, will be
a task for “whoever uses the
strait,” he insisted. RT

»
2420261 (0369

Putin, UAE Leader express concern about deteriorating
situation in Middle East - Kremlin

MOSCOW April 1

Russian President Vladimir
Putin held a phone call with his
UAE counterpart, Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, during
which they expressed serious
concern about the degradation
of the military-political situation

inthe Middle East and the death
of people, the Kremlin said on
Tuesday.

"During a telephone conver-
sation, Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin and UAE President
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nah-
yan expressed serious concern

about the ongoing deterioration
of the military-political situation
in the Middle East, the loss of
civilian lives, and the destruc-
tion of energy, industrial, and
other civilian infrastructure,”
the Kremlin said in a statement.

The leaders also emphasized

the importance of early cessa-
tion of hostilities in the Middle
East, the statement said, add-
ing that the presidents noted
a high level of cooperation and
contacts between states that
successfully develop.

Sputnik

Kremlin to Zelensky: Pull troops out of Donbass now

MOSCOW April 1
Volodymyr Zelensky must
make a decision to withdraw
Ukrainian forces from Donbass
today, Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, Zelensky claimed
that Moscow had given Kiev two
months to withdraw its forces
from Donbass, otherwise the
terms of the peace agreement
would be adversely affected.

"As for two months, it is not a
matter of two months. Zelensky
must make a decision today
for Ukrainian troops to leave
Donbass and move beyond the
administrative border of the
Donetsk People's Republic. This
has been stated repeatedly,”
Peskov told reporters, when
asked whether such conditions
really exist.

Zelensky should have made

this decision "yesterday," the
spokesman added.

"As we said, take responsi-
bility and make such a difficult
decision. It could save the lives
of many people. And most im-
portantly, it could help stop the
hot phase of this war," Peskov
said.

Apause in the trilateral talks
on Ukraine is due to the US be-
ing preoccupied with issues in

the Middle East, Peskov said.
"The pause is due to the fact
that the American negotiators
are currently busy with other
matters related to the situation
in the Middle East. For obvious
reasons, they are currently un-
able to be actively involved in
the trilateral negotiations on
Ukrainian affairs," Peskov told

reporters.
Sputnik

Unseasonal rains flatten wheat
crop ahead of harvest in India

NEWDELHI April 1

Unseasonal rains accompanied by hailstorms over the past 24
hours severely damaged the ready-to-harvest wheat crop across
thousands of hectares of agricultural land in parts of north India,
particularly Punjab state, said media reports on Wednesday.

The ripened wheat crop was mainly damaged in Punjab's
Malwa region, comprising Muktsar, Fazilka, Mansa and Bathinda
districts. Similarly, damage to standing wheat crop was also
reported from parts of Punjab's adjoining state of Haryana.

State and district-level officials were busy assessing the
damages, after which compensation would be announced for
the affected farmers, said a Punjab government official.

Xinhua
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ISLAMABAD April 1
Four police personnel were
among 11 injured in an explosion
targeting a patrol vehicle in
Pakistan's northwest Khyber

11 injured in roadside blast in NW Pakistan

77

s WA
|

Pakhtunkhwa province on Wed-
nesday, police said.
Spokesperson of the district
police Qudratullah Khan told
Xinhua that the incident occu-

=T

rred on the busy Bannu-Dera
Ismail Khan Road near a fruit
and vegetable market in Serai
Naurang town of the Lakki
Marwat district.

Police, security forces and
rescue teams rushed to the site
and shifted the injured, includ-
ing four children, to a nearby
hospital. The medics said that
two of the injured were in critical
condition.

The police vehicle they were
patrolling in was also damaged
in the blast, said the official,
adding that the explosion also
damaged nearby shops and
parked vehicles.

According to the official, an
improvised explosive device
was planted on a motorcycle,
and it was detonated with a
remote-controlled device.

Police and security forces
had cordoned off the area and
launched an investigation into
the incident. Xinhua
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Statement & Youth [21

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit

47

Compare direct and reported speech:

You met Anna. Here are some of
the things she said in direct speech:

Later you tell somebody what Anna said.
You use reported speech:

W

she got back.

I’ve lost my phone. (0 Annasaid that she had lost her phone.

| want to buy a car. () Shesaid that she wanted to buy a car.
| can’t come to the party on () Shesaid that she couldn’t come to

Friday, the party on Friday.
e () Shesaid that she didn’t have much
_ : free time.

My parents are fine. () Shesaid that her parents were fine.

I’m going away for a few days. (J Shesaid that she was going away for a

9 Il phone you when | get back. few days and would phone me when

>C> The past simple (did/saw/knew etc.) can stay the same in reported speech, or you can change it to the
past perfect (had done / had seen / had known etc.):

@ direct Paul said: ‘I woke up feeling ill, so I didn’t go to work.’
reported Paul said (that) he woke up feeling ill, so he didn’t go to work. or
Paul said (that) he had woken up feeling ill, so he hadn’t gone to work.
Reported speech 2 — Unit 48  Reported questions — Unit 50B
Exercises

You talked to some friends of yours (Paul, Tom, Anna etc.). Read what they said on the left (direct speech). Later (the same day) you tell another friend
what they said (reported speech). Complete the sentences.

[ oo 1 vou:
ahim PAUL

: 2. YW
T s TOM:

2 YOuU:
%‘-“"\ANNA:
4 you:

T DAN:

S WOL:
T BEN:

6 YOu:

hw KATE:

il e,

T YOu:
= = EE

direct speech
Are you going to work today, Paul?
No, I'm feeling ill.

Shall we walk to the station?
No, it’s too far. Let’s get a taxi.

Have you been invited to the party?
Yes, but | don’t want to go.

When are you going away, Dan?
I’ll let you know next week.

Do you ever see Rachel these days?
| haven’t seen her for a while.

Where can | borrow a guitar?
You can borrow mine.

How'’s your job, Sue?
I'm not enjoying it very much.

reported speech

Paul didn’t go to work today. He said
...... he was. feeling. ill.
| wanted to walk to the station, but

TOM SATA oo, AT

Anna has been invited to the party but she
told Miasmmans Ry TONE 0.

| asked Dan about his travel plans. He said
R g [=> ¢ AVVI=T=] &

| asked Ben about Rachel, but he told me
i fOT @ while.

| needed to borrow a guitar and Kate said

| asked Sue about her job. She said
SRR R T S s s MBIV TG

f!_- 8 you: Do you still have your car? | asked James about his car. He told me
ably  —JAMES: No, | sold it a few months ago. i @ few months ago.
9 YOu: What’s the name of the cafe we went to? | asked Sarah the name of the cafe we went

gl T SARAH:

| don’t know.

1o bt she saldaismsnmannmimnsamanenimsemns

10 vyou: How many students are there in your | asked Amy about her school and she told
“._.1--' class, Amy? NN im0 7 8 A S A TS ST
T AMY: Twenty. G, = i~ £

Raymond Murphy
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