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Members of a combined departmental team doing paperwork
to transfer the victims of gambling frauds and online scams to

the relevant countries.
NAY PYI TAW February 16

The government of Myanmar
is effectively crushing crimes
includingillegal online gambling
frauds and online scams occur-
ring at the border.

While launching its anti-crime
campaigns, the government
could expose and detain 231
more foreigners, who entered
Myawady-Shwe Kokko and KK
Park through illegal routes, and
is collecting necessary personal
information and conducting the
documentation and recording
process with combined depart-
mental teams within a day to
transfer the detainees to the
relevant countries.

The government could ex-
pose and detain 1030 foreigner
illegal migrants during the
period from 30 January 2025
to 16 February, systematically
transfer 61 of them to Thailand
in line with legal procedures,
and was ready to send the
remaining 969 back to the rele-
vant countries. According to
the available information, they
were kept in a good condition.

The following are the voices
of the detained foreigners.

Mr. Qian Le Ping
(Chinese citizen)

I came to Mongla from China
on 12 March 2018 from the

processes.

Members of a combined departmental team collecting personal
information and conducting documentation and recording

Authorities are arranging to send back the victims of gambling frauds and

online scams to the relevant countries.

illegal route after I received
a job offer letter, saying that I
would be employed in Mongla
and the salary would be high.
In Mongla, I had to work at
Yong Le Gong online game
company of a Chinese man,
Xiao Mu, for five years. I arrived
at Shwe Kokko via Mongla
on 3 December 2023. There I
worked at an online computer
and game advertising section
of Hing Tu Guo Ji company of
another Chinaman, Xiao Duo
Duo, from noon to midnight
every day. I was paid a monthly
salary of 7000 Baht for three
months. I did not receive any
monthly salary for the remaining
months.
Mr. Zhuo Li

(Chmese citizen)

My job was to send scam
messages from Jin Man Tang,
a company owned by a Chinese
person, and my working time
was 16 hours per day. I worked
there for about nine months. I
was paid 5000 Baht for the first
month, but did not receive any
salary for the remaining months.
To get to Shwe Kokko, I first went
to Laos from China. From Laos,
Itraveled to Bangkok, Thailand,
by car. With the help of a Thai
driver, I went to Maesot from
Bangkok. When in Maesot, I
crossed a river by a motorized
boat, and arrived at Shwe Kokko
under the arrangements of
a Thai. I started my journey
after I received a contact from
a Chinese citizen, I know well,
through an online message,
saying that I would get a job
with 10,000 Yuan monthly salary.
Iwas detained on 15 February.

Mr. Xu Yuan Shun
(Chinese citizen)

After I got an online contact
from a Chinese citizen, I knew
well, saying that I would be hired
at a monthly salary of 12,000
Yuan per month, I arrived at
Bangkok from China by air on
3 May 2024, From Bangkok, I
was transported to Maesot by

17220251 G4
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231 more foreigners, who illegally entered Myanmar exposed and detained
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processes.

Members of a combined departmental team collectlng personal
information and conducting documentation and recording

The process of sending victims of gambling frauds and online scams back to

the relevant countries in progress.

a Chinese driver the next day. I
arrived in Maesot. From there
I arrived at Shwe Kokko under
the arrangement of a Thai. T had

to cross a river to reach Shwe
Kokko, where I was employed
at a company owned by a
Chinese person. I had to work
for 16 hours a day, and my job
was to find more workers for
the company through an online
scamming process. I received
a monthly salary of Baht 2000,
and I worked there for about
nine months.
Mr. Phimsanduk
(Thai citizen)

After I had completed my
studies in electronics, I worked
at my native town, Lam Phun.
At that time, I received an

online contact that offered a
job with a high salary in Shwe
Kokko from a woman I met on
Facebook. She offered me a job
torecruit staff online; and said
that the salary would be 30,000
Baht per month. So, I started
my journey from Lam Phun in
Thailand by a passenger bus
on 5 January 2025. On arrival
at Maesot, a Thai man drove
me to the bank of Thaungyin
River. I crossed the river by
a mechanized boat and when
I reached the other bank a
Chinese man took me by car
to Hong Chu company in Shwe
Kokko. I was arrested while
learning computer science to
work in the online game sector.
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State Administration Council
Press Release
Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons

and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed

the State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district

administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

State Administration Council

Information Team

Katha Township completes cultivation of cold season sesame

KATHA February 16

Based on data of the Katha
Township Department of Agri-
culture, a total of 20,637 acres
of winter sesame has been
planted in Katha Township of
Sagaing Region.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 25,050 acres of

winter sesame in the township
in 2024-2025 cold season but
farmers have so far planted
20,637 acres of crop against
the target.

UKo Lay, Head of Katha Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
commented: “Local farmers
have so far planted more than

20,600 acres of winter sesame
against the target of more than
25,000 acres. Township officials
help local farmers meet the
target cultivation. Their sown
acreage of sesame is on the
increase. Local farmers prefer
to grow sesame in winter more
than monsoon.”

This year; officials of Township
Agriculture Department raise
farmer awareness for expan-
sion of sown acreage of sesame,
use of agricultural techniques
and GAP system, and use of
quality strains of crops to boost
per-acre yield of crops.

The crops planted in GAP

system produce more quality
crops than other crops grown
as usual. Moreover, the crops
planted in GAP system can fetch
higher prices in the domesticand
international markets. Hence,
growers can earn increased
incomes.

SK

Myinmu Township finishes cultivation of butter bean on more than
1,000 acres of croplands

MYINMU February 16

Local farmers have so far
planted 1,379 acres of butter
bean as cold season crops in
Myinmu Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the statis-
tics of Sagaing District Agricul-
ture Department.

In 2024-2025 cold season, the
township plans to grow 1,963
acres of butter bean but far-
mers planted 1,379 acres of
crops, against the target culti-
vation.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
Sagaing District Agriculture

Department said: “So far, far-
mers have planted 1,379 acres
of butter bean against the target
of 1,963 acres this cold season.
Farmers prefer to grow butter
bean in cold season rather than
monsoon. Now, butter bean
plantations are thriving in the

farms. Local farmers empha-
size cultivation of butter bean
due to high prices.”

Farmers grow butter bean
as mixed-cropping patter or
separately for earning increa-
sed incomes for their families.

Officials of the Township

Agriculture Department help
local farmers use quality strains
of crops and apply agricultural
technology give training to
farmers to prevent pasts and
make natural fertilizers with
the use of domestic products.

SMK

Khamti Township finishes cultivation of peanut on more than 1,600 acres of

croplands

KHAMTI February 16
According to Khamti Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture, local farmers have grown
1,605 acres of peanut as a cold
season crop in Khamti Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.
Stating from October, local

farmers planted peanut on 1,605
acres exceeding the target of
50 acres of crops in the town-
ship in 2024-2025 cold season.

Daw Su Su Khaing, Head of
Khamti Township Agriculture
Department stated: Local auth-
orities earmarked cultivation of

750 acres of peanut in Khamti
Township this cold season. But
farmers have planted 1,605
acres of peanut exceeding the
target cultivation. Now, peanut
plantations are thriving in the
farms. Local farmers do not
grow peanut in monsoon but

in cold season.”

Farmers need to use 1.5
baskets of peanut seas per acre
in cultivation. They cost more
than Ks-200,000 per acre for
quality seeds, labour charges,
fertilizers and pesticides. Each
acre of crop yields more than

50 baskets of peanut.

This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depar-
ment helped local farmers
thrive crops, prevent pests and
weed crop plantations on their
field trips.

SMK
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Russia’s Lavrov and US’ Rubio Hold Phone Talks

MOSCOW February 16
Russian and US foreign mini-
sters have held a phone conver-
sation at the initiative of Washin-
gton, a source in the Russian
Foreign Ministry told Sputnik.
Over the course of this con-
versation, Lavrov and Rubio:
Agreed to maintain a com-
munication channel to address

accumulated issues in Russian-
American relations. This effort
aims to remove unilateral bar-
riers inherited from the previ-
ous administration that have
hindered mutually beneficial
trade, economic, and investment
cooperation.

Expressed a mutual commit-
ment to engage on pressing in-

ternational issues, including
the settlement of the situation
around Ukraine, developments
concerning Palestine, and bro-
ader issues in the Middle East
and other regional matters.
Exchanged views on ways to
promptly end the policy initia-
ted by the Obama administra-
tion in 2016, which significan-

tly tightened conditions for the
functioning of Russian diplo-
matic missions in the US, prom-
pting reciprocal measures.
Agreed to organize an expert
meeting in the near future to
coordinate concrete steps for
the mutual removal of obstacles
to the operations of Russian and
US diplomatic missions abroad.

17-2-2025 | W

Reaffirmed their readiness
to work together on restoring
arespectful intergovernmental
dialogue in line with the tone
set by the presidents.

Agreed to maintain regular
contacts, including for the
preparation of a high-level
Russian-American meeting.

Sputnik

Brazil to
host BRICS
summit in
Rio de Janeiro
in July

SAO PAULO February 16

Brazil will host the BRICS
leaders' summit in Rio de
Janeiro on July 6 and 7, Foreign
Minister Mauro Vieira annou-
nced Saturday.

Brazil took over the rotating
presidency of BRICS on Jan. 1
and is leading working groups
to prepare the agenda and
topics for the summit, which
will bring together heads of
state and government.

The announcement came
after Vieira met with Rio de
Janeiro Mayor Eduardo Paes on
Saturday. The decision follows
the city's successful hosting of
the G20 Leaders' Summit last
November.

"We will welcome the heads
of state from the 20 countries
that are full members and
partners of BRICS, where we
will make important decisions
on development, cooperation,
and improving living conditions
inthese nations. Once again, Rio
de Janeiro will be the stage for a
major international gathering,"
Vieira said.

Paes, who has created a com-
mission to oversee the event's
organization, said that the
BRICS summit would streng-
then international relations
while fostering cultural, trade
and tourism exchanges.

Xinhua

Stampede in Ind1a S capltal leaves 18 dead

\!'

271 4

NEW DELHI February 16
A stampede at New Delhi’s
main railway station on Saturday
night resulted in the death of
at least 18 people, including
five children, and left several
others injured. The incident
occurred when thousands of
pilgrims gaevthered to board
trains heading to the Maha
Kumbh festival in northern
India, touted as the world’s

largest religious gathering.
The stampede was triggered
by an overwhelming crowd
of passengers attempting to
board the Prayagraj Express,
a train bound for the Maha
Kumbh festival in Prayagraj
(formerly Allahabad), in the

northern state of Uttar Pradesh

The incident occurred around
8pm local time, as reported by
NDTV. Delays of two other trains
contributed to the congestion
on multiple platforms, leading
to an uncontrollable situation,
Delhi Police said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed his sorrow
over the incident, stating, “I am
distressed by the stampede at
the New Delhi railway station.
My thoughts are with all those
who have lost their loved ones.
I pray that the injured have a
speedy recovery. The authorities
are assisting all those who
have been affected by this
stampede,” he shared on X

(formerly Twitter).

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw confirmed that the
situation is now under control.
He announced that the Railway
Protection Force, along with
Delhi Police, is actively manag-
ing the aftermath of the tragedy.
He also conveyed his condole-
nces, saying “the entire team
is working to assist everyone
affected by this tragic incident.”

This tragedy comes just two
weeks after a similar incident
at the site of the Maha Kumbh
festival, which left 30 people
dead and 90 others injured. The
event, which spans six weeks,
involves ritualistic bathing at
the confluence of the Ganges,

Yamuna, and Saraswati rivers.
The gathering has already attra-
cted over 510 million attendees,
including India’s prime minister
and key members of his cabinet,
prominent celebrities and
business leaders. The festival
has had a history of similar
accidents. In 1954, the first
Maha Kumbh Mela held after
India gained independence from
Britain saw nearly 800 people
trampled to death or drowned
in the river after a stampede
broke out.

The Kumbh Mela held in
Haridwar, a city in northern
Uttarakhand state, witnessed
atragic stampede in 1986 that
claimed at least 200 lives.

Another stampede took place
in Nashik, Maharashtra, in
2003 when pilgrims surged at
the Godavari River to take a
dip during the Kumbh Mela,
resulting in 41 fatalities and
over 100 injuries.

The Maha Kumbh festival
is scheduled to continue until
February 26, with millions more
pilgrims expected to attend.
Officials are urging attendees
to remain vigilant and to follow
safety protocols to ensure their
well-being during the event.

RT

11 killed, 7 injured in road accldents in Paklstan S PunJab

ISLAMABAD February 16

Eleven people were killed
and seven others injured in
two separate road accidents
in Pakistan's eastern Punjab
province on Sunday, local media
and police said.

One of the accidents occur-
red in the Multan district in
a traffic pile-up involving a
passenger van, a car, and a
motorbike, resulting in six
deaths and seven injuries,
police sources from the district
told Xinhua.

Rescue teams swiftly arrived

and shifted the injured to a
nearby hospital.

In the other incident, four
people, including three bro-
thers, lost their lives when a
concrete-laden tractor-trolley
overturned after colliding with
atruckin Layyah district, local
media reported.

Road accidents in Pakistan
have become an alarming is-
sue, with a significant increase
in both frequency and seve-
rity over the years. Reckless
driving, poor road conditions,
and inadequate vehicle maint-

enance are among the pri-
mary causes of the high acci-

dent rate.
Xinhua
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including

activities,

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

22

>A> We do not use will to say what somebody has already arranged or decided to do:

Lisa is working next week. (not Lisa will work)

Are you going to watch TV this evening? (not will you watch)

See Units 19-20.

We use will to say what we know or believe about the future (not what someone has already decided).
For example:

Kate has her driving test next week.

v —r . Joe believes that Kate will pass
Chris and Joe are talking about it. Es,is,’?l i goql 'We'D the driving test.
ol cdadeial o He is predicting the future.

When we predict a future
happening or situation, we use
will/won’t.

Do you think
Kate will pass?

CHRIS

Some more examples:

They’ve been away a long time. When they return, they’ll find a lot of changes here.
‘Where will you be this time next year?’ ‘I'll be in Japan.’

That plate is hot. If you touch it, you’ll burn yourself.

Anna looks completely diff erent now. You won’t recognise her.

When will you get your exam results?

Compare:

@ [think James is going to the party on Friday. (= I think he has already decided to go)
® [ think James will go to the party on Friday. (= I think he will decide to go)

We oft en use will CI) with:

probably @ I’ll probably be home late tonight.

I’m sure @ Don’t worry about the exam. m sure you’ll pass.

I think ® Do you think Sarah will like the present we bought her?
I don’t think ® ] don’t think the exam will be very diff icult.

Iwonder @ I wonder what will happen.

After I hope, we generally use the present:

® [ hope Kate passes the driving test.

® ] hope it doesn’t rain tomorrow.
>C> Generally we use will to talk about the future, but sometimes we use will to talk about now:
® Don’t phone Amy now. She’ll be busy. (= she’ll be busy now) Raymond Murphy
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