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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing attends opening ceremony of 60* Myanmar
Gem Emporium

NAY PYI TAW November 17

The opening ceremony of the
60t Myanmar Gem Emporium
was held at the Mani Yadana
Jade Hall in Nay Pyi Taw this
morning and Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of State Se-
curity and Peace Commission,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
graced the ceremony.

Also present were member
of the commission Prime Mini-
ster U Nyo Saw, Secretary of
the Commission Joint Execu-
tive Chief General Ye Win Oo,
members of the commission,
union ministers and union-level
officials, the chairman of Nay
Pyi Taw Council, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services, the comman-
der of Nay Pyi Taw Command,
departmental officials, officials
from the Myanmar Gems and
Jewellery Entrepreneurs As-
sociation, invited guest and
local and foreign gems entre-
preneurs.

First, the Senior General and

|

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects a private jewellery shop at the 60

attendees watched the docu-
mentary video depicting Myan-
mar pearl production and sales,
production of jewellery and
preparations for the 60 Myan-
mar Gem Emporium.

Then, the Senior General and
attendees inspected jade lots,
gems lots and pearl lots displa-
yed in the hall and the Senior
General gave necessary instru-
ctions on reports of officials.

Afterward, the Senior General
and party inspected the sale
booths of finished jewellery of
private gems entrepreneurs
and jade lots displayed outside
the hall.

The emporium will continue
until 26 November and 5,064
lots of jade, 21 lots of refined
jade, 13 lots of raw gems, 147
lots of jewelry and 489 lots of
pearls will be on sale to local
and foreign gems merchants
through open bidding tender
system in US dollars, Euros,
Yuans, Thai Bahts and other
foreign currencies that are
accepted by the Central Bank
of Myanmar. 100

Myanmar Gems Emporium in Nay Pyi Taw.

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission,

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects a jade lot at the 60" Myanmar Gems Emporium in Nay Pyi Taw.
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects a jade lot at the 60" Myanmar
Gems Emporium in Nay Pyi Taw.
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Myaung Township plans to grow more than 19,000 acres
of winter sesame
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MYAUNG November 17

Local farmers set a plan to grow more
than 19,000 acres of winter sesame in
Myaung Township of Sagaing Region,
according to Sagaing District Agricul-
ture Department.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop season,
itis reported that 19,041 acres of winter
sesame are planned to be cultivated in
Myaung Township, with cultivation

scheduled to take place from October
to December this year.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of the Sa-
gaing District Agriculture Department,
said: “This year, we have planned to
cultivate over 19,000 acres of winter
sesame in Myaung Township during
the winter crop season. Efforts will be
made to achieve the full target acreage.
Sesame cultivation has been increasing

year by year, and farmers mainly grow
sesame during the winter season rather
than the monsoon. As an oil crop, sesame
cultivation has been quite successful.”

This year, the Myaung Township Agr-
iculture Department will provide tech-
nical guidance to sesame farmers to
help them expand sesame cultivation,
adopt proper and GAP (Good Agricul-
tural Practices) cultivation methods,
and use high-yield, quality, and pure
seed varieties to ensure better produc-
tivity.

Crops cultivated under the GAP
system are known to have better quality
and fetch higher prices compared to
those produced using conventional
methods. They also offer the advantage
of being marketable not only domesti-
cally but also internationally. Consequen-
tly, farmers who adopt GAP-based
cultivation benefit from greater profita-
bility and improved socio-economic
livelihoods.

SK

Farmers to cultivate more than 12,000 acres of wheat in

Monywa District

MONYWA November 17

Monywa District Agriculture Depart-
ment of Sagaing Region stated that local
farmers will grow more than 12,000 acres
of wheat in the district in coming cold
season this year.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop season,
atotal of 12,921 acres of wheat are plan-
ned to be cultivated in Monywa District,
with the distribution as follows: Monywa
Township —250 acres, Budalin Township
—453 acres, Ayadaw Township - 18 acres,
and ChaungU Township — 12,200 acres.

Daw San San Myint, Head of the Mony-
wa District Agriculture Department, said:
“This year, over 12,000 acres of wheat
are planned for cultivation in Monywa
District during the winter crop season.
Efforts will be made to meet the target
acreage. We will conduct awareness
sessions for farmers regarding wheat
cultivation. To increase yields, irrigation
and proper fertilization will be carried
out, along with weeding. We will also

ES A )
b B l*;}
encourage the use of quality, pure seed
varieties to boost production.”

In Monywa District, efforts are being
made to ensure that all winter crops are
cultivated to meet the planned acreage,
toincrease wheat yields and quality, to
promote systematic cultivation of high-
quality wheat, and to reduce pest risks.

The cost of cultivating one acre of wheat
is estimated at around Ks-300,000, and
each acre produces about 21 baskets
of wheat.
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Wheat is cultivated in October, Novem-
ber, and December, and harvested in
February, March, and April. In Sagaing
Township, white wheat varieties are
grown the most.

In addition, respective township
agriculture departments in Monywa
District are providing training courses
for farmers to help increase wheat
yields, facilitate access to quality and
pure seeds, and supply urea fertilizers
at reasonable prices. SMK
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YeU Township
finishes cultivation
of more than
80,000 acres of
rainfed paddy

YEU November 17

According to the statistics of YeU
District Agriculture Department, local
farmers have planted a total of 81,013
acres of rainfed paddy in YeU Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop
season, it is reported that YeU Township
has planned to cultivate 81,662 acres of
rainfed paddy, of which 81,013 acres
have already been planted since cultiva-
tion began in June this year.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of the YeU
District Agriculture Department, said:
“This year, YeU Township planned to
grow 81,662 acres of rainfed paddy
during the monsoon crop season. As of
today, 81,013 acres have already been
cultivated. Efforts are being made to
complete the remaining planned acreage.
Necessary technologies and quality
seeds will be provided for rainfed paddy
cultivation, and field activities are being
carried out to help farmers plant their
crops in time.”

During this year’s monsoon crop
season, the respective township agricul-
ture department and local farmers are
working together to ensure systematic
cultivation without difficulties.

In YeU Township, agricultural staff
members are providing farmers with
technical assistance, awareness on pest
prevention, and guidance to prevent
crop losses, as well as advice on proper
post-harvest handling to ensure timely
storage of paddy under shelter.

The Agriculture Department and its
staff are also conducting field supervi-
sion and technical support to ensure
successful and high-yielding paddy
fields, including the use of quality pure
seeds, pest and disease control, weed-
ing and thinning, removal of off-type
plants, and systematic application of
fertilizers.

SK

Mawlaik Township earmarks cultivation of more than 2,000 acres of vegetables in winter

MAWLAIK November 17

Preparations are being made to grow
more than 2,000 acres of vegetables as
cold season crops in Mawlaik Township
of Sagaing Region in coming winter, acc-
ording to Mawlaik District Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, a plan has been set to cultivate
2,679 acres of vegetables in Mawlaik
Township. Planting will begin in October

this year and continue until December;
according to reports.

“This year; over 2,000 acres of vegeta-
bles are planned for cultivation in
Mawlaik Township during the upcoming
winter crop season. These include
roselle, chilli, spices, potato, cabbage,
coriander;, eggplant, and cauliflower.
Farmers are being provided with tech-
niques to cultivate all vegetables under
the GAP system. Technical guidance

will also be given so that the vegetables
grown are healthy and safe, with mini-
mal chemical residues,” said Daw Kyaik
Kyaik Hlaing, Head of the Mawlaik
District Department of Agriculture.
This year, the Mawlaik Township
Department of Agriculture is providing
farmers with training on GAP methods,
guidance to ensure vegetables grown
are safe and healthy for consumption,
and support to expand vegetable

cultivation.

In Mawlaik Township, various vegeta-
bles are cultivated seasonally every
year. These crops have proven success-
ful and provide household income. The
township agriculture department is
also educating farmers on correct
cultivation practices, pest prevention,
and the use of natural fertilizers, bio-
pesticides, and repellents.

SMK
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UAE President visits Russian exhibit
at Dubai Airshow 2025

DUBAI November 17

President of the United Arab Emirates
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan visited
the Russian exhibit at the 19* interna-
tional airshow Dubai Airshow 2025,
a Sputnik correspondent reported on
Monday.

Accompanied by Russian state
industrial corporation Rostec CEO

Sergey Chemezov, the UAE President
toured the stand and the aircraft on
display, paying particular attention to
the Russian fifth-generation Su-57E
fighter jet.

The Russian delegation at the Dubai
international air show is headed by
First Deputy Prime Minister Denis
Manturov. Sputnik

Bangladesh court sentences former prime minister to death

DHAKA November 17

Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) on Monday handed down
in absentia a death sentence to former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina in a crimes
against humanity case.

The verdict found her guilty of order-
ing a violent crackdown on student-led
protests last year, according to media
reports.

The charges against Hasina include
murder, attempted murder, torture,
and allegedly ordering the use of deadly

weapons against the protesters.

“The verdicts announced against me
have been made by a rigged tribunal
established and presided over by an
unelected government with no demo-
cratic mandate. They are biased and
politically motivated,” Hasina said in a
statement.

Hasina, who fled to India after the up-
rising in 2024, said in a recent interview
with RT that the verdict was a “foregone
conclusion.” She now lives in India.

Up t01,400 people died, most by gun-

fire from security forces in the crack-
down, per UN estimates. The protests
ended after she fled the country.

Others who have been charged in the
case are ex-Interior Minister Asaduzza-
man Khan Kamal and former police
chief Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun.
Al-Mamum was the only accused present
in the court.

The chief adviser of the interim Ban-
gladesh government currently running
the country is Nobel laureate Moham-
mad Yunus. Bangladesh is slated to

hold elections in 2026. Hasina’s Awami
League, which had been in power for
15 years before the uprising, has been
barred from participating,.

Hasinais the daughter of Bangladesh’s
first president, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
who was assassinated in a 1975 military
coup.

Ahead of the verdict, hundreds of
protesters marched toward Dhanmo-
ndi 32, the former residence of Rah-
man.

RT

Russia role in 1%t thermonuclear experimental reactor project can be
expanded - Deputy Head

SAINT-PAUL-LEZ-DURANCE November 17

Russia’s role in the project of the ITER international experimental thermonuclear
reactor project being created in France can be expanded, Deputy Director Sergio
Orlandi told Sputnik.

“Of course,” Orlandi replied when asked if Russia’s role in the project could
be expanded.

Russia’s contribution can be very significant, as it is a leader in the integration

“We are fully committed to completing the construction work, we want to meet
the schedule. Every time I allocate new contracts, I consider Russia and I am
in contact with Russian manufacturers. They need to be fully involved — not
only in the delivery of components, but also in on-site assembly. I believe that
their contribution can be very significant, they are leaders in the integration
and commissioning of machines, because they have special knowledge in this
area. It is impossible to imagine the ITER Tokamak project without Russia,”

and commissioning of machines, the official said.

Orlandi said.

Sputnik

Death toll from landslides in Indonesia rises to 16

JAKARTA November 17

The death toll from landslides that
struck Cilacap district in Indonesia’s
Central Java province last week has
risen to 16, with seven people still
missing, a local rescue official said on
Monday.

The landslides were triggered by
heavy rains on the night of November
13, destroying 16 houses in Tarukan
and Cibuyut villages, said Muhamad
Chomsul, head of the emergency unit
of the provincial disaster management
agency. Rescuers have recovered more
bodies in recent days, he told Xinhua
over phone.

Chomsul said unstable soil conditions
continued to hamper the rescue operation,
and weather remained the decisive
factor. Search efforts ended at 4:00 p.m.
local time on Monday due to cloudy
weather, and additional rain could lead
to further landslides.

A total of 112 residents have taken
shelter in village offices and school
buildings. Chomsul said that many
communities in the province remained
highly vulnerable to landslides, but
permanent relocation was difficult
because residents have long-standing
social and cultural ties to their homes.

Xinhua

Saudi Arabia sends 650,000 barrels of crude oil to Syria

RIYADH November 17

Saudi Arabia said Monday that a
shipment of 650,000 barrels of crude oil
has arrived in Syria as part of a grant
to support the country’s energy sector.

The shipment delivered to the port
of Banias is the first tranche of a
1.65-million-barrel crude oil grant, the
Saudi Press Agency reported.

The grant agreement was signed on

September 11 between the Saudi Fund
for Development and Syria’s energy
authorities, with oversight from the
Saudi Ministry of Energy.

According to the report, the initiative

aims to boost the operation of Syrian
refineries, support Syria’s econo-
mic development, address its current
economic challenges, and help stimu-
late key sectors of the Syrian econo-
my.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

English Grammar in Use (Intermediate Level)

Unit can/could/would you ... ? ete.
37 (Requests, offers, permission and invitations)

Exercises
37.1' Which goes with which?

1 Could you pass the sugar? a It depends what you want me to do. 1o,
2 Would you like to go to the cinema? b No, that’s fine. D e
3 Can I use your toilet? ¢ Me too. Let’s go out for a walk. B AR I
4 Do you mind if I leave work early? d Sure. It’s the door on the left. g e
5 Can you do me a favour? e Yes, hereyou are.- R —
6 Would you like something to eat? f No, it’s all right. I can manage, thanks. G e
7 Can]I give you a hand? g Maybe. What's on? yATT———
8 I'dlike some fresh air. h No, thanks. I'm not hungry. 8 e
372 Complete the sentences. Choose from:
I'd like Would you like to try Do you mind Can I take
- Canl-give Would you like to come Would you like I'd like to

1 You’re driving and you see a friend walking along the road. You stop and say:
Hi Joe. Can I give you a lift?

2 You’re making a cold drink for your friend. Perhaps he wants ice. You ask:
................................................................. ice in your drink?

3 You're ordering something to eat in a cafe. You say:
................................................................... a chicken salad, please.

4 You have an extra ticket for a concert. Maybe your friend will come. You ask:
............................................................................ to a concert tomorrow night?

5 You answer the phone. The caller wants to speak to Lisa. You say:
LiS@’S NOL NETe........ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s a message?

6 You need to see a dentist. You phone for an appointment. You say:
HElO......ooeeeeeeeeeteeeeee ettt make an appointment, please.

7 You work in a shoe shop. A customer asks you about some shoes. You ask:

.................................................................................................................. them on?

You go into a cafe and see some people you know. You ask:

................................................................................................ if I join you?

37.3  What would you say in these situations?
1 You're carrying a lot of things. You can’t open the door yourself. There’s a man near the door.

(=]

YOU ASK ittt et e s es s e s e s s essessessessessessessessesessessensensensons Raymond Murphy
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