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Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends commissioning of
40,000-ton dry dock of Naval Shipyard HQ and war vessels of Tatmadaw (N avy)

www.myawady.net.mm

NAY PYI TAW March 8

The opening ceremony of a
40,000-ton dry dock of Naval
Shipyard HQ, an auspicious
ceremony of the anti-sub-
marine vessels and commiss-
ioning of war ships of the Tat-
madaw (Navy) were held at the
workshop of the 40,000-ton
dry dock and Naval Jetty,
Naval Shipyard HQ, Thanlyin
Station this morning, attend-
ed by Chairman of State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present together with
the Senior General were SSPC
Secretary Commander-in-Chief
(Army) General Ye Win Oo, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy) Admiral
Htein Win, Commander-in-
Chief (Air) General Tun Aung,
union-level dignitaries, retired

el e S|

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views the documentary photos of the 40,000-ton dry dock project.

commanders-in-chief Navy), the
Yangon Region chief minister,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Yangon Command
commander, commanders of
Naval Command HQs, comman-
ders of Naval Base HQs, officers
and other ranks of Tatmadaw
(Navy) and honoured guests.

Opening ceremony of a
40,000-ton dry dock of Naval
Shipyard HQ

The Senior General and party
arrived at the venue of the cere-
mony and were welcomed by
the Commander-in-Chief(Navy)
Admiral Htein Win and senior
naval officers. After the officials
formally opened the dry dock,

the Senior General unveiled the
stone plaque of the dry dock,
followed by the sprinkling of
scented water on the stone
plaque. The Senior General and
party posed for documentary
photos together with the honour-
ed guests.Later, the Senior
General and party sprinkled
scented water on the plaque
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing sprinkles scented water on the plaque

of the dry dock.

of the management building
of the dry dock and inspected
the functions of the Shipyard
Management Software room.

At the second part of the cere-
monies held at the workshop,
the Senior General delivered
an address. Today, the 40,000-
ton dry dock that will become
the largest shipyard in terms

of efficiency and capacity not
only for the Tatmadaw (Navy),
but also for Myanmar, has been
successfully launched. More-
over, the auspicious ceremony
for the naval vessels that will be
the first ships to be built at the
drydock and the commission-
ing ceremony of the Frigate

See Page - 21»-»
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and commission large frigate
warships has provided signifi-
cant support to the Tatmadaw
in carrying out its duties for
national defence and security. It
has also further strengthened
the control and security of
Myanmar’s territorial waters.

The warships to be commiss-
ioned into service today at the
launching ceremony are the
first war vessels to be construct-
ed at the 40,000-ton dry dock.
The ability to build these ships
will enhance Myanmar’s mari-
time defence capabilities. Tat-
madaw (Navy) began its ship-
building activities in 1960, giving
it considerable construction ex-
perience; however, it must con-
tinue to diligently study, learn,
and apply modern shipbuilding
techniques in line with current
advancements.

Since the dry dock is an inter-
nationally advanced facility,
personnel are encouraged to
operate the dock and its equip-
ment efficiently, fully utilizing
their lifespan and capabilities.
Efforts should be made to con-
struct and repair large vessels
for both domestic and interna-
tional maritime trade to ensure
returns on investment. Ship
architecture and shipbuilding
operations, as well as the deve-
lopment of human resources,
must be steadily advanced.
New-generation naval officers
and servicemen assigned to
various roles should be guided
with sound traditions and prac-
tices. In fulfilling their duties to
protect Myanmar’s maritime
territory and interests, they are
urged to uphold and preserve
the Tatmadaw’s fine traditions

with the same vitality and
dedication.

The Senior General and att-
endees watched a video clip on
construction of the dry dock.

The chair of the company
taking responsibilities for
construction of the dry dock of
the Naval Dockyard Command
Headquarters handed over
documents related to the dry
dock to the commandant of the
Naval Dockyard Command. The
Commander-in-Chief (Navy) pre-
sented a gift in commemoration
of the opening of the dry dock
to the Senior General who gave
the fruit basket to the company
chair.

The auspicious ceremony
to place the keel for
submarine destroyers

An official reported on con-
struction of war vessels at the
ceremony to place the keel of
submarine destroyers.

The Senior General pressed
the button to weld the keel and
frame of submarine destroy-
ers to launch the shipbuilding
process and sprinkled scented
water on the bronze plaque of
keel and body parts.

The Senior General and party
inspected the shipbuilding
process and visited the gallery
of shipbuilding and the dry
dock, leaving necessary guid-
ance.

The Naval Dockyard Com-
mand’s shipyard project was
initiated in three phases. The
first-phase project was success-
fully constructed and launched
between 1998 and 2002, and
the second-phase project from
2009 to 2013, enabling the con-
struction and repair of war vess-
els as well as departmental and

private ships. The third-phase
project began construction in
2019, and today the third-phase
facilities have been successfully
inaugurated.

The Naval Dockyard Com-
mand’s dry dock is capable of
constructing or repairing large
war vessels and commercial
ships, which will further enhance
the country’s maritime eco-
nomic benefits and maritime
capacity, and provide substan-
tial support for national develop-
ment.

A ceremony to commission

war vessels into service

The commissioning of war
vessels of Tatmadaw (Navy)
took place at the navy jetty in
Yangon, attended by the Senior
General.

Also present at the ceremony
were his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
Commission Secretary Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army) General
Ye Win Oo and his wife, Comman-
der-in-Chief (Navy) Admiral Htein
Win and his wife, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) General Tun Aung
and his wife, Union-level digni-
taries and their wives, retired
commanders-in-chief (navy)
and their wives, senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief and their
wives, the commander of Yan-
gon Command, commanders of
Naval Commands, commanders
of Naval Bases, officers, other
ranks and officials from Tatma-
daw (Navy) and guests.

Afterwards, Commander-
in-Chief (Navy) Admiral Htein
Win explained regarding the
commissioning ceremony of the
naval ships. Then, the Comman-
der of the Naval Dockyard Com-
mand handed over the docu-
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ments related to the commiss-
ioning naval ships to the Com-
mander of.

Subsequently, the Comman-
der-in-Chief (Navy) respectfully
presented miniature models of
naval ships commemorating
the commissioning ceremony
to the Senior General.

Continuing, the Senior Gene-
ral handed over the commission-
ing pennants to the Commander-
in-Chief (Navy) for the naval ships
tobe commissioned, and the Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy) received
them and subsequently handed
them over to the respective
naval ship captains.

After that, Chief of Staff Navy)
Vice Admiral Aye Min Htwe
announced the naval ships as
commissioned, hoisted the
State Flag, hoisted the Navy
Flag, hoisted the Commission
ing Pennant, rang the bell
eight times, and carried out the
commissioning procedures in
order.

Next, the Senior General and
party toured the commissioning
naval ships, namely the Frigate
(King Thalun) and responsible
officials explained alongside.

Afterwards, the Senior Gene-
ral and party took a comme-
morative group photo with the
distinguished guests who atten-
ded.

Continuing, the Senior General
arrived on board the Naval Ship
(Mottama) and signed the visi-
tor’s logbook. Then, the Chair-
man of the State Security and
Peace Commission, Comman-
der-in-Chief of Defence Services,
received the salute of the Guard
of Honour from the saluting
dais and inspected the Guard
of Honour. While receiving the

salute of the Guard of Honour,
naval ships Yantaing Aung and
Yangyi Aung fired a21-gun salute
to honour the Senior General.

Subsequently, the Comman-
der-in-Chief (Navy) respectfully
presented the first cannon shell
casing fired during the gun
salute as a commemorative gift
to the Senior General.

After that, the Senior General
presented the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services’
commemorative insignia and
certificates of honour to the
officers and other ranks who
had participated during the
construction period of the
commissioning naval ships,
and the respective responsible
persons received them.

It is reported that at today’s
commissioning ceremony of
Myanmar Navy ships, the frigate
King Thalun, which was com-
missioned, is the largest naval
ship by size built indigenously
and commissioned in the history
of Myanmar Navy shipbuilding,.
It underwent long-distance sea
trials for over a month, with
a total steaming time of over
270 hours, covering a distance
of about 3,500 nautical miles.
During the trial voyage, tests
for compliance with standards
and testing of the usability of
the equipment installed on
the ship according to specified
standards were carried out,
leading to its commissioning
today. It is reported that being
able to indigenously build and
commission naval ships like
this has greatly contributed
to enhancing the Tatmadaw’s
capability to carry out national
defence and security duties.

100

Traders sell large volume of Pakhan strain paddy to Yangon market

MYANAUNG March 8
“Local merchants from Myan-
aung Township of Ayeyawady
Region sold alarge volume of Pak-
han strain of paddy to Yangon
market,” said Daw San San Win,
the owner of rice and paddy
trading in Myanaung Township.

Up to 60,000 baskets of Pakhan
strain paddy were shipped and
sold from Myanaung Township
to the Yangon market, according
to sources.

“Large volumes of Pakhan
paddy were shipped from Myan-
aung Township over the past

month,” said Daw San San Win,
arice and paddy trading depot
owner from Myanaung Town-
ship. “Pakhan paddy sent from
Myanaung to the Yangon market
is of fairly good quality. Demand
from buyers in the Yangon mar-
ket is strong, which has led to

increased shipments. Current
paddy prices are also high,
and Pakhan paddy is in strong
demand in the domestic rice
and paddy market.”

It is reported that Pakhan
paddy shipped from Myanaung
Township to the Yangon market

over the past month has been
trading at up to Ks-1,550,000 per
100 baskets. With trading acti-
vity improving, farmers, traders,
loading and unloading workers,
and freight truck rental opera-
tors are gaining increased em-
ployment opportunities. SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing,.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.




20l International News
War against Iran could be catastrophic for environment in

Persian Gulf —

BEIRUT March 8

Any incident involving a large
number of oil tankers in the
Hormuz Strait could lead to
a massive oil spill, potentially
causing serious pollution to
the marine ecosystem of the
Persian Gulf, president of
the Lebanese environmental
association "Earth", Paul Abi
Rached, tells Sputnik.

"This is not only about marine

Expert

pollution but also about the
global crisis of biodiversity
loss," he says, adding that
wars disrupt environmental
protection mechanisms and
destroy natural habitats.

The region of the Persian Gulf
is relatively enclosed marine
environment, which makes the
situation even more complex,
as it requires a long time to
recover from environmental

disasters, Abi Rached adds.

This highlights Western
double standards, the expert
notes —the US and the EU talk
about environmental protect-
ion but as soon as this collides
with their geopolitical interests,
the whole topic takes a back-
seat.

"If the military escalation in
the Persian Gulf region con-
tinues for an extended period,

the environmental risks could
become extremely serious," he

932026 | (00

concludes.

Quake damages houses, buildings in northwestern Greece

ATHENS March 8
A5.3-magnitude earthquake

i ¥

struck northwestern Greece’s
Epirus region early Sunday,

damaging houses, churches
and other public buildings in
Thesprotia and Ioannina, about
330-380 km northwest of Athens,
local authorities said.
According to Greek national
broadcaster ERT, damage was
first reported in Polydroso vill-
age in the municipality of Souli,
near the epicenter. Technical
teams from the municipality
have been inspecting buildings,
with several houses deemed
uninhabitable, Souli Mayor

Thanasis Danis said.
Residents remain concerned
asdozens of aftershocks continue
to shake the area. Authorities
said people whose homes were
affected will be temporarily
accommodated in a hotel.
Serious damage was also re-
corded in Psina village in the
municipality of Dodoni, in Ioan-
nina, about 360 km northwest
of Athens. The local church of
Agia Marina suffered major
structural damage, with part

of the building collapsing, while
the village’s central church,
Panagia, developed large cracks.
An old school building and
several houses in the village
were also affected.
Meanwhile, landslides occurr-
ed along the old Igoumenitsa-
Ioannina national road, prompt-
ing local authorities to deploy
machinery to clear debris and
restore traffic. No casualties
were reported so far.
Xinhua

Iranian Military
ready to
respond to
US ground
invasion -
Foreign Minister

WASHINGTON March 8

Iran will be ready to respond
in the event of a ground invasion
by the United States, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
said on Sunday.

“For the time being, we are
capable enough. We have very
brave soldiers who are waiting
for any enemy who enter into
our soil to fight with them and. ..
to kill them and destroy them,”
Araghchi told the NBC News
broadcaster.

Iran expects the United States
to explain its aggression against
the Islamic Republic before
Tehran considers a ceasefire
deal, Araghchi said.

“They have to explain why
they started this aggression
before we come to the point to
even consider a ceasefire,” Ara-
ghchi told NBC News.

Iran has been exercising its
right to self-defence, he added.

Sputnik

Conflict in Middle East should never have started - Chinese
Foreign Minister

BEIJING March 8

The military conflict in the
Middle East should never have
started, it is not beneficial to
either side, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said at a press
conference on Sunday.

“I want to say that this war
should never have happened;
itis a war that benefits neither

side,” Wang Yi said at the annual
press conference of the National
People’s Congress (China’s par-
liament).

The diplomat emphasized
that the history of the Middle
East has repeatedly shown
the world that force was not a
solution to problems, and mili-
tary clashes only bred new hatr-

ed and created new crises.

“The people of the Middle
Eastare the true masters of this
region, and its affairs should
be handled by the countries of
the region themselves,” Wang
Yi said.

Major countries should uphold
justice and make positive contri-
butions topeace and development

in the Middle East, he added.

The press conference by the
Chinese Foreign Minister is
being held on the sidelines of
the Fourth Session of the 14"
National People’s Congress
(NPC), the country’s highest
legislative body, which is being
held in Beijing from March 5
to 12. Sputnik

U.S. military destroys 42 Iranian navy ships over
last three days, says Trump

WASHINGTON March 8

U.S. President Donald Trump
said Saturday that the U.S. mili-
tary has destroyed 42 Iranian
navy ships and paralysed Iran’s
communications over the last
three days.

He made the claims while
addressing leaders from 12
Western Hemisphere countries
at the “Shield of the Americas
Summit” in Doral, Florida.

“That was the end of the navy.
We knocked out their air force,

we knocked out their communi-
cations, and all telecommuni-
cations is gone,” Trump said.
The United States and Israel
on February 28 launched what
they described as “major combat
operations” against Iran. Iran

has since retaliated with a
series of counterattacks against
Israeliand U.S. targets across
the region.

Overthe past week, the Iranian
military launched around 600
missiles, along with approxima-
tely 2,600 drone operations, hitt-
ing200U.S.and Israelitargets, the
semi-official Tasnim news agency
reported on Saturday. Xinhua

6.0-magnitude earthquake hits NE Japan coast,
warning issued

TOKYO March 8

An earthquake with a preli-
minary magnitude of 6.0 struck
off the coast of Iwate Prefecture,
northeastern Japan, on Sunday,
the country’s weather agency

said.

The temblor occurred at
10:17 pm local time at a depth of
10 km, measuring 3 on Japan’s
seismic scale of 7in some areas
in Aomori, Iwate, Miyagi and

Yamagata prefectures, said the
Japan Meteorological Agency
(JMA).

The quake’s epicenter was
located off the coast of Sanriku
at a latitude of 39.4 degrees

no tsunami

north and a longitude of 143.2
degrees east.

No tsunami advisory was
issued, according to the
JMA.

Xinhua
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents commissioning pennants to the Commander-in-

Chief (Navy).

»» From Page - 18

King Thalun and riverine multi-
purpose combat craft, built by
the Tatmadaw (Navy) would be
held. So, it is a day on which the
Tatmadaw (Navy) is reinforced
with new strength and which is
a pride for the country.

The country’s maritime inter-
est not only lies in theterritorial
waters, but also reaches the
offshore area where special
economic zone is located, and
because of their participation in
the main maritime trade routes
of the world and possession of

sk

The opening ceremony of 40,000-ton dry dock in progress.

parts.
perfect ports and deep-sea ports,
the Myanmar seas are so much
important for the State’s mari-
time interest.

In this regard, the country
needs a powerful navy to effecti-
vely use the energy resources,
fish resources, major sea routes,

| s

Tatmadaw News |21

maritime trade and deep-sea
ports that are maritime interests
for the benefit of the nation.
Taking into account the plans
tobuild and repair the warships
by the Tatmadaw (Navy) for its
future needs and to build and
repair large commercial cargo

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing sprinkles scented water on the bronze plaque of keel and body

ships as a means to support the
national interest in one way or
another, the dry dock project
began in 2018.

Regarding the shipbuilding
sector of Tatmadaw (Navy), the
ability to domestically construct

See Page - 19»»

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents a fruit basket to the chairman of the company that
took part in building the 40,000-ton dry dock.
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