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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of
State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
attends opening ceremony of Thanlwin Brldge (Tahsan)

NAY PYI TAW January 20

The opening ceremony of Thanlwin
Bridge (Tahsan) was held at the bridge
near Tahsan Village in Mongpan Town-
ship, Shan State (South) this morning
and Acting President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman
of the State Security and Peace Com-
mission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
formally opened the bridge.

Also present were Secretary of the
commission General Ye Win Oo, union
ministers, Chief Minister of Shan State
U Aung Aung, senior military officers
from the Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, the commander of Triangle Region
Command, departmental officials and
local residents.

First, the Senior General and party
arrived at the ceremony and were war-
mly greeted by officials, students, wind
and percussion bands and local national
races.

At the auspicious time, Secretary of
the commission General Ye Win Oo and
union ministers Dr Charlie Than, Dr Myo
Thein Kyaw, U Myo Thant and Chief
Minister of Shan State U Aung Aung
formally opened the bridge by cuttlng

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing sprinkles scented water on the stone plaque.

aribbon.

Then, the Senior General opened the
marble slab of the bridge by pressing
a button and sprinkled scented water
on it. Afterward, the secretary of the
commission and attendees sprinkled
scented water on the marble slab.

Then, union minister for construction

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing greets local people.

Afterward, the Senior General and Thanlwin suspension bridge (Tahsan).

party crossed over and inspected the
bridge.

The steel frame bridge is 876 feet
long and 33 feet wide including a 23 feet
motorlane and two five-foot wide motor-
cycle lanes on each side of the bridge.
The waterway under it is 280 feet wide
and 34 feet high. The bridge was con-
structed near the 900 feet long old

As the bridge has been opened, tran-
sportation of commodities will be faci-
litated along Taunggyi-Namhsan-Mo-
ene-Mongpan-Mong Ton- Mong Hsat-
Tachilek road connecting Shan State
(South) and Shan State (East) and it
will contribute to socio-economic deve-
lopment of local residents.

100

presented a commemorative gift for
the opening ceremony to the Senior
General. Afterward, the Senior General
presented cash rewards to students
and local residents.

Then, the Senior General and party
posed for documentary photographs
commemorating the opening ceremony.

The opening ceremony of Thanlwin Bridge (Tahsan) in progress.
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In the coming month of March,
the Hluttaw will be convened,
and state responsibilities will
be handed over to the winning
government in accordance with
procedures.

Regardless of how successive
governments change in the
State, Tatmadaw remains a firm
institution that will continue to
fulfill national defence and secu-
rity duties. During the two terms
of democratic government,
Tatmadaw collaborated harmo-
niously with the elected govern-
ments for the benefit of the
State and remains an institution
that performs its duties with
discipline.

To build a strong and
capable Tatmadaw

As full capability is essential
in fulfilling national defence
duties, the State is providing the
necessary support and facilities
tobuild a capable army. Contin-
uous efforts are being made to
ensure that all Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) units keep pace
with changing times. As military
technology and equipment are
evolving daily, systematic and
effective training must also be
carried out to develop capable
Tatmadaw personnel.

To build a strong and capable
Tatmadaw, it is essential that
every Tatmadaw member pos-
sesses the appropriate know-
ledge and skills corresponding
to their respective levels. Those
serving in leadership roles must
have a sound understanding of
national affairs, international
issues and ethnic matters, and
therefore need to continuously
study and improve themselves.
In order to create a capable Tat-
madaw, the education of all
Tatmadaw members has been
steadily enhanced. Modern
warfare requires well-educated
soldiers who are able to effec-
tively operate advanced military
equipment. For this reason, we
are making efforts for all military
personnel to further improve
their education. Courses are
being offered at higher education
institutions to enable Tatmadaw
members to acquire the skills
and qualifications necessary to
advance to higherlevels. Just as
skills must be taught in order to
be mastered, knowledge must
be gained through reading and
learning. Only through education
and skills can one become a
capable individual, and only
through knowledge can one
become a truly good person.

When we look back at the
conflicts that have occurred
in our country, it can be seen
that they have largely stemmed
from weaknesses in individual
education. Insufficient education
leads to alack of discipline and
critical thinking, as well as an
inability to clearly distinguish
between politics and national
affairs, which in turn gives rise
to conflict driven by intrigue and
incitement. Observations show
that those with higher levels of
education, having received pro-
per guidance from teachers and
undergone disciplined learning,
are generally well-disciplined
individuals. Discipline is the
backbone of the military and is
essential for maintaining strong
morale. Only those who possess
both discipline and morale are
able to successfully accomplish
their duties and achieve their
objectives. Therefore, it is ess-
ential to strictly enforce disci-
pline within the military and
among all military personnel.

When the government ass-
umed its national responsibi-
lities, the country faced a high
trade deficit. Through efforts to
strengthen domestic produc-
tion, the trade deficit has been
reduced. Nevertheless, further
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efforts are still required to
achieve sustained economic
growth. Military personnel sho-
uld also make collective efforts
to contribute to the develop-
ment of the country’s key
economic sectors, particularly
agriculture and livestock. Due
to the failure to fully meet goals
and targets in the agricultural
sector, the country is losing
approximately US$-8 billion each
year. If these objectives can be
achieved, national production
will increase and the overall
economy will grow. To accomplish
this, skilled human resources
are essential, and therefore
strong support for education
is necessary.

Throughout the five-year term
of our government, we confron-
ted and overcame multiple
challenges, including internal
armed conflicts, natural disa-
sters, and the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and achieved progress
in strengthening the country’s
economy.

Anation must possess a strong
Tatmadaw to ensure its defence.
Without a strong Tatmadaw, the
country would be vulnerable to
foreign interference. Therefore,
continuous efforts must be made
to build a capable and powerful

Tatmadaw. As Tatmadaw mem-
bers come from various ethnic
backgrounds, it is essential
for them to live and serve in
unity. Moreover, given the
geographical position of our
country, all ethnic groups born
in the Union must remain
united, and national defence
must be strengthened through
this unity. While carrying out
national defence and security
duties, all military personnel
are encouraged to broaden their
knowledge and understanding
by reading books and following
domestic and international news.
In addition, officers and other
ranks are urged to become
dependable members of the
Tatmadaw upon whom both
the State and the people can
rely, and the Senior General
inquired about the needs of the
officers and other ranks.

The Senior General presented
food items to the officers, other
ranks, and their families at the
station, which were received by
the commander.

After the meeting, the Senior
General and members warmly
greeted the families of officers
and other ranks who were in
attendance.

100
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can be carried out easily and
swiftly. The socio-economic
lives of the public in areas such
as education and health will
develop and prosper again. Itis
learned that the public greatly
appreciates and is proud of the
Tatmadaw.

As military columns recap-
tured towns/villages and com-
munication routes temporarily
dominated by terrorists and
advanced while clearing areas,
local people who had bitterly
suffered from the unjust oppres-
sion and persecution of the ter-
rorists warmly welcomed them

all along the routes. Holding
victory flowers and garlands,
playing traditional drums and
gongs, and dancing with great
joy and celebration, they created
a heartwarming scene demon-
strating the oneness of the
Tatmadaw and the people.

It is reported that military

columns will carry out necessary
area control operations within
these regions. In collaboration
with relevant responsible per-
sons, they will assist in repair
work for roads and bridges,
departmental buildings, local
people's homes, and schools
destroyed by the terrorists.

To facilitate smooth and easy
commodity trade and commerce
in the region, and to ensure
travelers can travel safely,
securely, and free from danger,
they will join hands with local
people and intensify area secu-
rity and control operations with
increased momentum. 100

eeFrom Page - 23
allegation, taken from the US
State Department report, no
information is given about the
source. All we know is that US
investigators spoke to residents
of camps in Bangladesh. This is
the totality of the information
we have to defend Myanmar in
relation to these allegations.
They make for dramatic sound
bites, but we are not here to
consider sound bites. How does
Myanmar, or indeed any State,
positively challenge such vague
allegations or call evidence to
contradict them? It’s impossible!
Fourth, despite not bearing the
burden of proof, it is Myanmar
which undertakes the necess-
ary analysis of the evidence. As
has been explained in earlier
presentations, Myanmar’s gen-
eral contention is that the mate-

rial relied on by The Gambia
can be given no or no significant
evidential weight. Without prej-
udice to that position, Myan-
mar’s detailed location-by-
location analysis demonstrates
additionally that this material
does not show a “consistent
pattern” of atrocities in the 46
locations.

My review of these locations
will be broken up into three
parts. The first will examine the
evidence in relation to the six
locations that were the subject
of specific examination by the
FFM in its 2018 report. The
second part will examine the
11 locations which only concern
crimes allegedly committed
in 2016. The third part will
examine the remaining 25
locations mentioned in The
Gambia’s Memorial, Reply and

oral submissions.

The Advocate stated her
location-by-location analysis
for the villages: Gu Dar Pyin,
Ah Lel Than Kyaw, Myin Hlut,
Kyauk Pan Du, Koe Tan Kauk/
Chein Khar Li, Inn Din, Doe Tan,
Nga Khu Ya, Ngar Sar Kyu, Kyet
Yoe Pyin, Pwint Hpyu Chaung,
U Shey Kya, Myaw Taung, Yae
Khat Chaung Gwa Son, Dar
Gyi Zar, Wa Peik, Dar Paing Sa
Yar, Ngan Chaung, Hpar Wut
Chaung, Zin Pai Nyar, Kyein
Chaung/Done Paik / Ree Dar,
Laung Don, Naung Dar Khar
Li, Hpaung Taw Pyin, Chin
Tha Mar, Maung Gyi Taung,
Kun Taing / Myaung Nar, Yin
Ma Kyaung Taung, Taung
Bazar, Thin Baw Kway, Hpet
Leik, Gaw Du Thar Ra, La Ba
Daung, Hang Cha Ma Gulang,
Khun Thi Pyin, Ta Man Thar,

Du Oh The Ma, Kar Lar Day
Hpet, Tha Pyay Taw, Pan Be
Chaung, and Nga Yant Chaung,

She concluded the arguments
with the following three points:
First, while the crux of The
Gambia’s case is that the Myan-
mar Defence Services conduc-
ted operations in “hundreds”
of Bengali villages across Rak-
hine State pursuant to the same
“consistent pattern of conduct”,
The Gambia, at most, mentions
atotal of 46 locations in support
of its claim.

Secondly, Myanmar’s careful
analysis of all these locations
shows that there is no “consistent
pattern of conduct”. Specifically,
the analysis of the 42 locations
just undertaken demonstrates:
No allegations of any form of
sexual violence in 17 locations
that is almost half; No killings in

12 locations, just a quarter; 11
locations only concern events in
2016; A single allegation involv-
ing a single victim is made for
threelocations; and No allegation
of any criminality is made for
one location.

Thirdly, the arrival of Myan-
mar’s Defence Forces at the loca-
tions just described in 2016 and
2017 was not “an amazing coin-
cidence”, as The Gambia put it
last week. Nor is it Myanmar’s
position that it “accidentally
attacked 76 different sites at the
same time.” Such statements
by The Gambia are not serious.
Rather, Myanmar’s location-
by-location analysis shows
that if there was any pattern of
conduct, it was one of respon-
sive, targeted and time-limited
action by security forces against
violence by ARSA.
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Tatmadaw columns fully restore control over Thabeikkyin-Mogok
communication route; travellers can now travel safely and normally along
Mandalay—Thabelldmn-Mogok commumcatlon route

NAY PYI TAW January 20

Because military columns
were able to fully regain control
on January 19 over the Thabei-
kkyin-Mogok communication
route which was temporarily
held by terrorist groups styling
themselves as PDF and allied
insurgents, from today onwards,
local people and travellers can
travel safely and securely along
the Mandalay-Thabeikkyin-
Mogok communication route.
Regional commodity trade
and commerce can also now
proceed normally, easily, swiftly,
and smoothly.

The NUG terrorist group, by
enticing and recruiting youths
from the Mandalay, Sagaing,
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bined ground/air manner, gui-
ded by ground intelligence, to
prevent towns/villages and
factories/workshops serving
the national interest from falling
entirely into the hands of the
terrorists, in response to their
offensives carried out with
superior numbers. As a result,
they successively regained
control over the Thabeikkyin
area temporarily dominated by
terrorists on July 23, 2025; the
areas around the Alpha Cement
factory and the Hpa-yaung
Mountain area in the Madaya
region on August 28; the areas
around the Sedawgyi reservoir
and its environs on November
25; the Sintgu area on December
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and Meiktila plains and trea-
cherous DCS staff, providing
them terrorist training, and
grooming them as so-called
MDY-PDF terrorists, has been
forcibly recruiting and inciting
them. In collaboration with
some ethnic armed groups, and
in pursuit of their delusional
military dream to seize Manda-
lay City, they have been carrying
out military terrorist acts under
the name "Shan-Man Opera-
tion"in areas connecting Shan
State and Mandalay Region since
June 25, 2024. They have been
deploying columns along the
Mogok-Thabeikkyin-Madaya-
Mandalay route and in nearby
towns/villages, and launching
large-scale attacks on security
force members providing secu-
rity at government and priva-
tely-owned factories/workshops
serving the national interest,
and on security outposts, while
concurrently engaging in military
activities in Kachin State and
Northern Shan State, in an atte-
mpt to reach Mandalay.
Security force members, bra-
vely and selflessly, have been
conducting Counter Terrorism
Operations in a balanced, com-

19; and the Ayeyawady Bridge
(Yadana Theinga), which the
terrorists had mined, destroyed,
and temporarily dominated, on
December 22, thereby crushing
the terrorists' delusional military
dreams.

While temporarily controlling
these areas, the terrorists despi-
cably used religious buildings,
schools, departmental build-
ings, hospitals/clinics, and resi-
dential houses as cover; building
bunkers to fire upon and attack
military columns. They laid
mines in and around residential
areas and on public communica-
tion routes used by the public.
They mined, blew up, and des-
troyed state-owned factories/

workshops, exploited factory
products for personal gain, and
used local people as human
shields while firing and attack-
ing. Consequently, the lives of
local people deteriorated in all
aspects —economically, socially,
health-wise, and educationally.

As Tatmadaw columns have
successively regained control
over areas temporarily domina-
ted by the terrorists, the public's
trust in and reliance on the
Tatmadaw has grown, and they
have enthusiastically supported
it. They have collectively conde-
mned the destructive actions of
the terrorists. Having lost public
support, and unable to accept
the bullying and domineering
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within their own groups while
feeling regret over their terro-
ristactions, some PDF members
who have come to understand
the Tatmadaw’s true stance
have been contacting nearby
military columns and entering
the legal fold along with their
weapons and ammunition.

Subsequently, military colu-
mns systematically analyzed
and combined intelligence re-
ports from local people and PDF
members who entered the legal
fold, conducted area clearance
operations, and intensified sec-
urity operations in the Manda-
lay-Madaya-Sintgu-Thabeik-
kyin area to ensure regional
stability and peace, and to allow
local people and travellers to
travel safely and securely along
the communication routes. As
aresult, they regained control
over the Mandalay-Madaya-
Sintgu-Thabeikkyin commu-
nication route on December 31,
the area around the local infantry
battalion headquarters and
Seinkon village on the Thabeik-
kyin-Mogok communication
route on January 14, 2026, and
Kin village and the enemy camp
site on January 15, 2026.

Military columns then contl—
nued area clearance operations
in abalanced manner by deplo-
ying columns along the remain-
ing sections of the Thabeikkyin-
Mogok communication route.
The column advancing from Kin
Village reached its designated
target near Malepauk Village
on January 19 and captured
Malepauk Village itself on Jan-
uary 20. The column advancing
from Ohndan Village captured
Aungbadan Village on January
17, Seininn Village on January
18, and Shwenyawngpin Village
on January 19. These military
columns successfully linked up
and joined hands at Malepauk
Village on January 20, thereby
fully regaining control over
the entire Thabeikkyin-Mogok
communication route that had
been temporarily dominated
by terrorists and reopening it.

Military columns have been
striving vigorously and sacrific-
ing themselves to ensure sta-
bility and peace in the areas
around Mandalay-Sintgu-Ma-
daya-Thabeikkyin-Mogok and
to enable the public to travel
safely and securely along the
communication routes. Due to
clashes with terrorists, some
Tatmadaw officers and soldiers
have heroically sacrificed their
lives for the state, while others
have been injured.

Because the Tatmadaw has
been able to regain control over
and reopen communication rou-
tes temporarily held by terro-
rists, motor vehicles can now tra-
vel normally. Regional commo-
dity flow, trade, and commerce
See Page - 19e@
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Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects
security measures taken at Eastern Central Command area, meets
other ranks and famllles of Kolam Statlon

with officers,

NAY PYI TAW January 20
Chairman of State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, inspected security mea-
sures taken at Eastern Central
Command HQ area this morning,
and met with officers, other ranks
and families of Kolam Station.
Measures taken to ensure
regional peace, stability,
security and rule of law
inspected

At the meeting hall of the
command HQ, Commander
Maj-Gen Soe Myat Htut repor-
ted on points of the military
command and its military
operations and measures taken
for area safety, domination and
organization, anti-online scam
operations, drug seizures and
counternarcotic operations,
progress in destroying of poppy
fields, anti-illicit trade opera-
tions, provision of public health-
care, manageable farming of
the command and distribution
offish, meat and eggs to officers,
other ranks and families and
local people at fair prices, ongo-
ing welfare undertakings, suc-
cessful holding of the phases-1
and 2 of the 2025 multi-party
democracy general election and
preparations for the success of
the phase- 3 at the designated
townships.

Inresponse, the Senior Gene-
ral instructed to systematically
carry out operations to ensure
peace, stability, security and rule
oflaw in the command area. He
said since in the previous times,
there were usual intrusions of
some EAQOs and engagementsin
the command area. At present,
there are also online scam, on-
line gambling and drug pro-
duction in the area. Hence,
online scam, online gambling
and drug production must be
rooted out as a national task.
The command must continue
its anti-poppy growing activities
systematically and register the
annual destruction of the poppy
fields, while helping develop the
socio-economic life of the local
national races, increase the
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number of educated persons,
and improve the knowledge level
of the locals from the relevant
sector. Improvement in general
and intellectual knowledge will
be more supportive of develop-
ing socio-economic life. As sol-
diers are the persons who are
carrying out national defence-
duties, they must strive to instill
Union spirit and patriotism in
the minds of local nationalities
and to vitalize nationalistic fer-
vour. They must also consoli-
date internal solidarity and the
unity between the military and
the people in the respective
organizing zones in all serious-
ness and carry out welfare for
soldiers and families. He then
looked into the requirements
of other sectors.
Speech given at meeting

Afterwards, Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commis-
sion Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing met
with officers, other ranks and
families of Kolam Station at
Aung Zeya Hall of the command.

Also present were SSPC Se-
cretary General Ye Win Oo,
Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Admiral Htein Win, Comman-
der-in-Chief (Air) General
Tun Aung, and senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief.

Shoulder national defence
and security duties well
In his speech, the Senior

General said multiple national
races are living in the command
area, which is a geographically
important part of the country.
As the Tatmadaw is discharging
national defence and security
duties, the relevant comman-
ders must also uplift the capa-
bilities of their units and soldiers
through a constant monitoring
process. The Tatmadaw has
been shouldering the national
defence and security duties;
while keeping in the fore Our
Three Main National Causes
throughout the successive eras
beginning from the time the
countryregained independence
despite the changes in the
governments, Hence, continuous
efforts must be made to carry
out national defence and security
duties, the main task of the
Tatmadaw, dutifully.

Based on basic military prin-
ciples, personnel must dutifully
carry out their assigned tasks in
amanner consistent with local
conditions and the contemporary
era. To fulfill national defence
and security duties, units must
possess high capability and
strength. While national defence
primarily refers to protection
against foreign aggression,
Tatmadaw has had to suppress
internal armed conflicts due to
national requirements, as well
as past foreign threats such
as the Kuomintang invasions
and the Kalarsoe insurgents.
Tatmadaw also had to fight

Mia?j
W

wogencibisiobpit®

and suppress internal armed
insurgents, including the Com-
munist Party of Burma (CPB).
Although Tatmadaw was smallin
strength at that time, it carried
out counter-insurgency opera-
tions through systematic orga-
nization. These operations were
conducted under the principles
of "training while fighting, fight-
ing while training" and "organi-
zing while fighting, fighting
while organizing."
Afterwards, he stated that
Tatmadaw was expanded, and
leaders strived to build amodern
military for national defence. The
capabilities and prowess of indi-
vidual units and each personnel
must be enhanced to fulfill natio-
nal defence duties. It is neces-
sary to train individuals to be-
come capable personnel. Each
soldier must possess physical
fitness, courage, and proficiency.
Only when physically and men-
tally fit and strong can one per-
form arduous tasks. Similarly,
only with courage will there be
awilltofight, soitis necessary
to train and cultivate bravery.
To be proficient, one must be
skilled in the military arts and
tactics taught, and must also be
adept at using the weapons and
equipment assigned to their
respective duties while serving
on the battlefield. To ensure
these three qualities are met,
commanders must correctly
carry out daily routine duties.
Doing so s, in fact, conducting

g2

\\ o

Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets with officers, other
ranks and families at Kolam Station.

training activities. If duties
are performed correctly, they
will become highly qualified
members of Tatmadaw.

To ensure free and fair
elections, and to ensure an
election with dignity

Regarding the 2025 multi-
party democratic general elec-
tion, Phase- 1 and Phase- 2
have been successfully conduc-
ted, and Phase- 3 will be held
within a few days. Tatmadaw
is striving to ensure the State
stands firmly on the path of
multi-party democracy. In hold-
ing the election, preparatory
measures—including the 2024
population and housing cen-
sus—were carried out with great
emphasis to ensure a free and
fair election, accurate voter lists,
and an election with dignity.
The formation and registration
of political parties have been
carried out in accordance with
the law since 2023. Parties have
received sufficient time for
membership recruitment and
organizational building. The
election is being held according
to democratic methods, and par-
ties must compete in accordance
with regional regulations. There
are major parties with nation-
wide coverage, as well as regional
parties and independent candi-
dates. The results of the com-
pleted Phase- 1 and 2 elections
have been transparently anno-
unced with detailed statistics.

See Page - 19mm
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Myanmar’s lawyers contlnue to respond in Gambia-Myanmar case

NAY PYI TAW January 20

The oral hearings in the Gam-
bia-Myanmar case are taking
place from 12 to 29 January at
the International Court of Jus-
tice in The Hague, the Nether-
lands. Myanmar delivered
its first oral arguments on 19
January, from 10 am to 6 pm
local time, with its counsel, Mr.
Sam-Bloom Cooper, and lead
counsel Mr. Christopher Staker,
presenting the case.

The Gambia has accused
the Tatmadaw of carrying out
a pattern of conduct in every
Bengali village in northern
Rakhine State, claiming it was

a counter-terrorism operation
aimed at ethnically cleansing
the Bengali population, a charge
that Myanmar’s counsel, Ms.
Leigh Lawrie, countered by
citing incidents from 42 villages.
Myanmar’s lead counsel Mr.
Christopher Staker argued that
The Gambia’s accusations —that
Myanmar’s laws and policies
were intended to commit geno-
cide and to discriminate against
the Rohingya —were unfounded.
(The counterarguments of Mya-
nmar’s counsel Ms. Leigh Lawrie,
and its lead counsel Mr. Chri-
stopher Staker, are excerpted
separately.) Myawady

Christopher Staker Submlts Rebuttal Arguments atICJ

Mr. Christopher Staker, the
Lead Counsel and Advocate
for Myanmar, presented his
submissions of rebuttal argu-
ments on alleged discriminatory
laws and policies for the case of
The Gambia versus Myanmar
at the International Court of
Justice in The Hague, the Nether-
lands, on 19 January.

He stated: The Gambia claims
that Myanmar has adopted
various laws and policies that
discriminate against Bengalis
in Rakhine State. Myanmar’s
response to these claims is set
out in Chapter 10 of each of its
written pleadings, and I address
this subject matter now.

According to The Gambia,
these discriminatory laws and
policies establish the existence
of a genocidal intent, or at least,
contribute to establishing this.
In the Application instituting
proceedings and Memorial of
The Gambia this allegation
was described as “backdrop”
or “broader context” to the
events of 2016 and 2017.

Inits Reply, The Gambia then
went further; claiming that some
of the alleged discriminatory
policies are themselves also
acts of genocide. Technically,
this may be a new claim that
does not arise directly out of
the question that is the subject
matter of the Application, nam-
ely, whether events in 2016 and
2017 are genocide. However, that
is perhaps an academic point
becauseitis, in any event, quite
impossible to see how the alleged
discriminatory policies could
have been acts of genocide.

The Gambia’s allegations in
this respect are another example
of its failure to take due care. It

does not attempt to ascertain
the facts and to present them
objectively and fairly. It does the
opposite. It makes allegations
in extreme terms that have no
basis in the evidence.

The first matteris the adoption
by Myanmar in 1982 of a new
Citizenship Law. In Chapters 2
and 10 of its written pleadings,
Myanmar has provided a consi-
derable amount of historical
and other background detail of
the citizenship law of Myanmar,
supported by evidence. The
Gambia has not provided
any detailed response. In the
circumstances, the historical
and legal background should
be taken as undisputed.

This was the situation in 1982,
when, pursuant to its 1974 Con-
stitution, Myanmar adopted a
new Citizenship Law which
repealed the earlier law. The
new law has created three
types of citizenship, called “Citi-
zen”, “Associate Citizen” and
“Naturalized Citizen”. For
clarity, I refer to the first type
as “full Citizen”, but that is not
an official term.

First,in section 6, we see that
anyone who was a citizen under
the old law became a full Citizen
under the new law. The new

;,‘ ﬂlll‘ ' (

T

f b
I

s H
i / A FH
statuses of Associate Citizen
and Naturalized Citizen were
thus intended for those who
were not already citizens under
the old law. Pending citizenship
applications under the old law
were considered under the new
law as applications for Associate
Citizenship. Others meeting
certain criteria can apply to
become Naturalized Citizens.

The Gambia refers to Asso-
ciate and Naturalized Citizen-
ship as “inferior” forms of citi-
zenship, but does not specify how
they are said to be materially
inferior. For instance, an Asso-
ciate Citizen or Naturalized Citi-
zenis entitled to vote in elections,
but cannot stand as a candidate.
However, an Associate Citizen
or Naturalized Citizen can live
and work anywhere in Myanmar,
like any full Citizen, and is
entitled to a Myanmar passport.
The Gambia seems to complain
that there are three different
types of citizenship, and that
not everyone is a full Citizen.
However, Myanmar is not the
only State having more than
one form of citizenship or
nationality. The existence of
multiple forms of citizenship
is hardly an expression of
genocidal intent.

The Gambia also seems to
complain that the 1982 Law
automatically confers full Citi-
zenship on members of certain
ethnic groups, while others
must satisfy certain criteria
to be entitled to citizenship.
That is not disputed, but that
was already the position under
the pre-1982 Law, and there is
no suggestion that there was
anything objectionable about
the previous law. Furthermore,
other States also have, or have
had, citizenship laws that limit
citizenship by birth to those
of certain ethnicities, or that
give preferential treatment
in their citizenship laws to
certain ethnicities. This is hardly
an expression of genocidal
intent towards those given less
preferential treatment.

The Gambia appears to seek
to convey the impression that
Bengalis are “denied” citizen-
ship. That is not so. Some are full
Citizens, some are Associate or
Naturalized Citizens, and some
would be entitled to a form of
citizenship if they were to apply
for it. The Gambia, in fact, adva-
nces no coherent argument at
all as to how this law is said to
manifest an intent physically
or biologically to destroy the
Bengali population.

The Agent for Myanmar alr-
eady explained in his opening
speech that, before the events
of 2016 and 2017, there were
two occasions on which large
numbers of Bengalis went
across the border into Bangla-
desh, and were subsequently
repatriated to Myanmar through
agreements between Myanmar
and Bangladesh and UNHCR.
The first occasion was in 1978.

The Gambia does not allege
that the events in 1978 were
evidence of any genocidal intent
in 2016 and 2017. The second
occasion was in 1991-1992, and
The Gambia claims that the
events on this second occasion
are evidence of such an intent.
However, both occasions need
to be considered together.

The following year, 1979,
those who went to Bangladesh
were repatriated to Myanmar,
pursuant to agreements betwe-
en Bangladesh, Myanmar and
UNHCR. On the second occasion,
in 1991-92, Myanmar says that
there was similarly an operation
throughout the whole country
for the scrutiny of illegal im-
migrants. This time, some 190,000
people crossed the border into
Bangladesh, and were again
repatriated to Myanmar through
agreements between Bangla-
desh, Myanmar and UNHCR.
Asin the case of 1978-79, there
were, on this second occasion,
again allegations that the exodus
was caused by abuses by the
military. However, The Gambia
provides no evidence that these
allegations are substantiated.

The third of the alleged discri-
minatory laws or policies con-
cerns the citizenship verifica-
tion process and National Veri-
fication Cards. The Gambia
has not seriously disputed the
following facts.

Since 2015, the process requi-
res an initial application for a
document called a National
Verification Card, or “NVC”.
Once a person has an NVC,
their eligibility for the relevant
citizenship statusis scrutinized,
and ifthey are eligible, they are
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issued a Citizenship Scrutiny
Card or a Naturalized Citizen-
ship Scrutiny Card. Those who
are not eligible for a form of citi-
zenship are notissued a citizen-
ship card, but can continue to
live in Myanmar and hold an
NVC. The Gambia presents no
evidence that anyone who could
prove their entitlement to a
form of citizenship under the
1982 Law was found not to be
so entitled.

Myanmar says that anyone
wanting to apply for an NVC,
including any Bengali in nor-
thern Rakhine State, would not
have any practical difficulty in
obtaining one. The Gambia has
not sought to argue or prove
otherwise. The holder of an
NVC can move freely within
their township. Since 2018,
NVC holders in Maungtaw and
Buthidaung townships have
been able to move freely within
both of those townships. NVC
holders can access employ-
ment and higher education.
For some activities, like attend-
ing school or receiving health-
care, not even an NVC is neces-
sary.

NVC holders require permis-
sion to travel outside their town-
ship, or in the case of Maungtaw
and Buthidaung townships,
to move outside those two
townships.

A particular objection of The
Gambia appears to be that a
Bengali applying for an NVC s

not permitted to state on their
application that their ethnicity
is “Rohingya”, and must state
that they are “Bengali”.

It may well be that, for political
reasons, large numbers of
Bengalis have declined to apply
for an NVC, or have come under
pressure from activists not to do
so. However, the refusal of alarge
number of people to engage with
administrative requirements is
hardly evidence of a genocidal
intent on the part of Myanmar.
Myanmar’s refusal to accede
to such political demands is
irrelevant for establishing an
intent physically or biologically
to destroy the population in
question.

The Gambia contends that
authorities in Myanmar have
been seeking to compel people
to apply for and accept an NVC.
Myanmar does not accept this,
but even if this were true, it is
also difficult to see how this is
a manifestation of an intent
physically or biologically to
destroy the Bengali popula-
tion.

The Gambia has provided
evidence that the local authori-
ties, when approving marriages,
required couples to agree to
have no more than two children.
There is no evidence that a
two-child limit was ever strictly
enforced.

There is no evidence that
this Regional Order led to any
reduction in the size of the
Muslim population in Maungtaw

Township or was intended to. I
proceed next to the fifth category
of alleged discriminatory laws
or policies. This is labelled in
The Gambia’s Memorial as “se-
gregation, confinement and de-
nial of access to sustenance”.
The general allegation is that
many Bengali Muslims in
northern Rakhine State are
required to live in separate
areas removed from the general
population, and are denied
freedom of movement and
access to food, healthcare and
other necessities.

Those who have one of the
three forms of citizenship have
freedom of movement through-
out Myanmar. Those who do not
have such a form of citizenship
can obtain a National Verifica-
tion Card, an NVC. Those with
an NVC can travel freely within
their township, or in the case
of Maungtaw and Buthidaung
Townships, can travel freely
within those two townships.
Those with an NVC can also
travel elsewhere in Myanmar
after applying for and obtaining
travel permission. They can
carry out fishing, trading and
agricultural activities for their
livelihoods. As I have explained
earlier; an NVCis easy for anyone
to obtain, and The Gambia does
not claim otherwise.

Those who refuse to have
an NVC, for political or other
reasons, may face some practi-
cal difficulties, as I have ex-
plained. In particular, they will

Leigh Lawrie KC Presents Rebuttal Arguments at ICJ

Ms. Leigh Lawrie KC, advocate
for Myanmar, presented her
rebuttal arguments on other
location as Chapter 9 of Myan-
mar’s written pleadings for the
case of The Gambia versus
Myanmar at the International
Court of Justice in The Hague,
the Netherlands, on 19 January.

She stated: The crux of The
Gambia’s caseis that the counter-
terrorism operations conducted
in2016 and 2017 followed a “‘con-
sistent pattern”, involving killing,
extreme brutality and sexual
violencein “hundreds” of Bengali
villages across Rakhine State.
From this, it asks the Court to
draw an inference of genocidal
intent. If it cannot prove this
alleged consistent pattern
across hundreds of villages,
little if anything remains of its
claim of genocide.

However, the evidence of
this consistent pattern is just
not there. The purpose of this
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explain why. Before getting
into the details, four headline
points can be made.

First, The Gambia cannot
even fix on the total number of
locations it says form part of
its pattern. Despite claiming
that “hundreds” of villages
were affected, the Memorial
focuses on just three — the three
main locations dealt with by
Mr Blom-Cooper. According

Memorial discusses events at
afurther 38 locations, including
Kha Maung Seik, but it does so
in an extremely generalized
way. In its Reply, The Gambia
adds allegations for, in essence,
another fourlocations, given that
it confuses two different villages
with the same name. In its oral
submissions last week, it added
another location not previously
expressly mentioned, that is,
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have no identification card to
produce if asked for one by the
police when travelling. However,
even then, The Gambia presents
no evidence that anyone’s phy-
sical or biological existence has
been imperilled through lack
of an NVC.

The greatest number of
Bengalis in northern Rakhine
State is living in towns and
villages. Hundreds of thousands
did not leave for Bangladesh at
the time of the events of 2016
and 2017. They largely continue
to live in their homes, as they
did before.

Those living in IDP camps are
not compelled to stay there and
are free to leave, temporarily
or permanently. Those living
in IDP camps can come and
go, interact with the outside
world, receive visitors and take
up employment.

Myanmar has presented
evidence that conditions in
IDP camps in Rakhine State
are generally acceptable by
international standards. Myan-
mar has also presented evi-
dence of the humanitarian assi-
stance, including food rations
and non-food items, medical
services and basic education,
that have been continuously
provided to those still residing
in these IDP camps. There is
no evidence that the population
of the camps is declining due
to a lack of such provision. It
remains the long-term intention
of the government to close the

Nga Yant Chaung. Therefore,
it appears the current total is
46 locations, not the claimed
“hundreds”.

As there were 509 locations in
northern Rakhine State which
were either entirely or partially
inhabited by Bengalis in August
2017, The Gambia is making alle-
gations forless than 10 percent
of Bengali inhabited settlements
in northern Rakhine State.

Second, The Gambia doesn’t
undertake the necessary analy-
sis to support its claimed “consis-
tent pattern”. It should be obvi-
ous that to demonstrate a con-
sistent pattern, the evidence
relating to each location must
first be examined individually.
Once events in each location
are established, they can then
be compared and a judgment
formed as to whether they show
a pattern between them. The
Gambia does not do this. It also
somewhat surprisingly argues
that it is not required to do this.

IDP camps and to resettle
their inhabitants, and steps
are being taken to achieve this.
The fact that this has not been
achieved to date does not mean
that the population living in the
IDP camps in the meantime is
being physically or biologically
destroyed.

The Gambia also claims that
those living in Aung Mingalar
are “trapped” or “confined”
in a “ghetto”. This is emotive
rhetoric. Aung Mingalar is
simply a ward of Sittway, the
capital city of Rakhine State,
and has a population of only
some 4,000 people. Myanmar
says that healthcare services,
education, livelihoods, and
social and religious activities
are freely accessible to them
like others in the city.

I have already explained why
Myanmar does not use the
name “Rohingya” and why it
uses the name “Bengali”. The
Gambia has not challenged the
historical background facts set
out in Chapter 2 of Myanmar’s
written pleadings. Failure to use
a particular name to refer to a
population is hardly evidence of
an intent physically or biologi-
cally to destroy that population.
For these reasons, and the fur-
ther reasons in Myanmar’s writ-
ten pleadings, The Gambia has
not established that any of what
it alleges to be discriminatory
laws and policies are acts
of genocide or evidence of a
genocidal intent.

This argument is clearly flawed.
To prove a pattern, some sort of
repetition must be established
among all locations said to form
part of the pattern otherwise, a
key finding in this case will be
made by extrapolation alone.
Third, by not properly specify-
ingits case, many of The Gam-
bia’s claims are not anchored by
an identified witness, a specific
location or by any date. am sure
youremember the allegations
of “tongues and hands cut off”,
of “hundreds of body parts
hanging from trees”, and of
“heads floating in the river like
footballs.” These come from
two reports — one prepared by
the Public International Law &
Policy Group (“PILPG”) and
the other prepared by the US
State Department. As you will
see onyour screen, the sources
of the first two allegations taken
from the PILPG report are
“Questionnaires”. For the other
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