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Esteemed ethnic national brethren in Shan State,

On this auspicious occasion of the 78" Anniversary of Shan State Day, which
falls on 7 February 2025, I extend my heartfelt greetings and best wishes to all
ethnic national brethren across Shan State and the entire nation. May you all
be blessed with good health and happiness.

Shan State is the largest state in terms of area among all regions and states
in Myanmar and is also home to the highest number of ethnic groups. Within
Shan State, various Shan ethnic tribes, including Shan, Pa-0, Palaung, Danu,
Intha, Taungyo, Wa, Htanot, Kokang, Lahu, Yinnet, Yinkya, Myaungzee, and
Arkha, coexist alongside other ethnic groups such as Kachin, Kayah, and Lisu.
These diverse ethnic communities have lived together for a long time,
demonstrating a strong tradition of unity and harmony in the spirit of the Union.

Looking back the historical evidence, artifacts from Myanmar’s Late Stone
Age and the period of urban cultural development can be found in Shan State.
The linguistic heritage, cultural traditions, and artistic legacy of the ethnic
groups within Shan State are closely intertwined with the overall cultural and
artistic landscape of the Union. This serves as a testament to the long-standing
history of peaceful coexistence and mutual harmony among the people of the
Union for many centuries.

During the three aggressive invasions by the British colonialists, the Shan
Saophas and the Shan ethnic people, along with other ethnic groups, united
and fiercely resisted. Their tradition of standing together with unwavering
patriotism and dedication to national sovereignty remains a source of pride
and honour for the Shan State and the Shan people.

From the time the British colonized Myanmar, they ruled the mountainous
regions and the lowlands—once united and undivided—through various divide-
and-rule tactics. Even when they were eventually compelled to grant Myanmar
its independence, they attempted to continue their divisive governance over
the mountainous regions. To counter this effort, Shan Saophas who were
members of the Shan State Saophas' Council, along with representatives of
the Shan State People's Freedom Organization, held discussions in Panglong,
Shan State, from 3 to 6 February 1947. As a result, on 7 February 1947, they
successfully formed the Shan State Council Executive Committee, comprising
a total of 14 members—seven public representatives and seven Saophas
representatives. Additionally, they petitioned the British government to abolish
the Shan State Saophas' Council, which had previously functioned under colonial
rule. The Shan State Council Executive Committee ultimately signed an
agreement to achieve independence together with the mainland of Myanmar.

On 11 February 1947, during the Panglong Conference, 7 February was
designated as Shan State Day to commemorate the unity and agreement
reached for the future of the state and the nation. The decision, based on the
solidarity of Shan princely rulers and local leaders, became a strong foundation
for the historic Panglong Agreement and the emergence of Union Day. This
year marks the 78" anniversary of the designation of 7 February as Shan State
Day. As it played a crucial role in supporting Myanmar’s journey to independence,
it is also a significant and revered day for ethnic nationalities.

The emergence of Shan State Day is closely linked to a significant historical
event in which colonial rulers’ divide-and-rule policies were successfully
resisted. It also stands as a firm testament to the historic event of "Union Day;"
which symbolized the crucial effort of ethnic unity and solidarity in the struggle
for national independence.

Ethnic unity is of utmost importance for the peace, stability, and sovereignty

Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray
Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing sends a message to

the ceremony to mark the 78 Anniversary of Shan State Day
(7 February 2025)

of a nation. Moreover, as it serves as a driving force for national development,
it is essential to remove doubts among ethnic national brethren and engage
in dialogue and negotiation to achieve lasting peace. In regions where armed
groups are present, local people are growing increasingly weary of violence
and conflicts that harm the interests of both the nation and its people. It is a
call to acknowledge and consider the collective desire of all citizens who long
for social development and a secure, peaceful life.

At present, the government is implementing the five-point roadmap and the
nine objectives related to political, economic, and social affairs for national
peace, stability, and development. Preparations are underway to hold a free
and fair multi-party democratic general election to ensure stability, peace, and
a smooth democratic transition. Among the five-point roadmap, the government
is continuously striving to implement the peace process in accordance with
the agreement that states: “Priority will be given to the achieving peace as the
essence of the state and stabilizing the results of the peace process in alignment
with the agreements in the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) to the
extent possible.” Ethnic armed organizations are urged to consider the interests
of the Union and all ethnic people with sincerity, rather than focusing solely
on their own desires and group interests, and to work toward achieving durable
peace in the Union.

Due to the destruction of fundamental infrastructure built for national
development, ethnic citizens have suffered hardships. Likewise, the meaningless
loss of valuable human resources essential for national progress has also
weakened the country’s strength. Therefore, I would like to once again urge
all ethnic citizens to deeply understand and actively cooperate in working
towards stability and lasting peace.

Armed conflict in our country is a difficult and challenging issue. Our sole
intention is to end armed conflict for the benefit of the nation and the people,
striving to build a durably peaceful, stable, and prosperous country. Therefore,
all ethnic communities must resolve these issues through political means and
dialogue, as they desire. Only through dialogue and negotiations can stability
and peace be achieved, leading to improvements in the economic and social
conditions of the people.

For a nation to thrive and stand strong, it must enhance its ability to defend
itself and improve its capacity to function effectively. If a country cannot sustain
its own survival and stability through its own efforts, its sovereignty will weaken,
and it may fall under the control of others. To remain an independent and stable
nation, we must all unite and stand together to prevent subjugation by others.
In times of potential danger to the nation, the armed forces, which bear the
primary responsibility for national defence, must work closely with the people.
With patriotism and unwavering courage, we must act in unity to ensure the
nation's long-term stability and work towards comprehensive national
development.

We are currently making arrangements to successfully hold a free and fair
election, which is aligned with the objective of the State Administration Council.
Therefore, it is necessary for the people to cooperate in unity, with a spirit of
patriotism, national solidarity, and union spirit, to ensure the success of a fair
and free election.

As citizens of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, all ethnic groups aspire
to live in peace, stability, and prosperity. To fulfill this aspiration, it is essential
to ensure social harmony, the rule of law, economic development, and livelihood

See Page - 19 0@
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security. While the agriculture and livestock sectors, which involve all Myan-
mar citizens, are being modernized, efforts are also being made to deve-
lop other economic sectors comprehensively. Since it is necessary to further
enhance small, medium, and micro enterprises (MSMESs) based on agri-
culture and livestock, priority is being given to their success. Therefore, ethnic
groups in Shan State, who have a strong foundation and tradition in agri-
culture and livestock, are encouraged to make greater efforts in these sec-
tors.

For the construction of a modern, developed nation based on democracy and
a federal system, it is essential for all ethnic citizens, including young people,
to excel in knowledge and skills. At the same time, they must also develop the
ability to think critically and make fair, rational decisions. The government is
implementing a comprehensive education system to produce highly skilled
and competent human resources necessary for the Union. Efforts are being
made to ensure access to education in rural and border areas. Therefore, we
encourage collective cooperation with the state to expand educational
opportunities for all.

Programmes are being implemented to nurture well-rounded and capable
young individuals. Just as educational development is crucial for the progress
of society and the economy, health and well-being are equally important.
Therefore, the government is prioritizing efforts to build a healthy and strong
society. In particular, to promote health and a strong sports culture among
young people, we urge ethnic communities to collaborate with the State in
these efforts.

In conclusion, on the occasion of “Shan State Day,” which laid the foundation
for a peaceful and prosperous Union and strengthened national unity, I urge
all ethnic national brethren residing in Shan State to uphold the spirit of the
Union established in 1947. By doing so, let us work together hand in hand with
the government and the armed forces to build a peaceful, prosperous, and
modern nation.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister

Chairman, State Administration Council

More than 1,400 acres of winter sesame grown in Mawlaik District

MAWLAIK February 6
Statistics of Mawlaik Dist-
rict Department of Agriculture
mentioned that local farmers
have so far planted 1,406 acres
of winter sesame in Mawlaik
District of Sagaing Region.
The district earmarked 1,511
acres of winter sesame but far-

mers have grown 915 acres of
winter sesame in Mawlaik Town-
ship and 491 acres in Phaung-
pyin Township, totalling 1,406
acres.

Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head
of Mawlaik District Depart-
ment of Agriculture explained:
“Farmers have planted 1,406

acres of winter sesame against
the target of 1,511 acres. They
are trying to meet the target
cultivation. Sown acreage of
sesame is on the rise yearly.
Local farmers prefer to grow
sesame in winter rather than
monsoon.”

In 2024-2025 cold season,

Mawlaik Township earmarked
953 acres of winter sesame
and Phaungpyin Township 558
acres, totalling 1,511 acres.
Agricultural officials helped
local farmers expand sown
acreage of sesame and use
GAP system for production of
quality high yield crops.

The crops produced in GAP
system can fetch good prices
and market shares at home
and abroad.

So, the farmers applying GAP
system in their agricultural
tasks can have improved socio-
economic life.

SMK

More than 97,000 acres of monsoon paddy harvested in
Myaungmya Township

MYAUNGMYA February 6
A total 0f 97,542 acres of mon-

soon paddy has been harves-

ted in Myaungmya Township

of Ayeyawady Region, said

Local authorities earmarked

Daw Khin Htay Myint, Head of cultivation of 165,738 acres of

Myaungmya District Agricul-
ture Department.

monsoon paddy this year but
local farmers have so far harve-

sted 97,542 acres of paddy aga-

inst the target cultivation.
Daw Khin Htay Myint said:

“Local farmers have harvested

97,542 acres of monsoon paddy
against the target of 165,738
acres. Our department helped
local farmers meet the target
cultivation.”

Paddy yields 98.13 baskets
per acre. Local farmers cultiva-
ted Theehtetyin, Thai Baygya,
GW-1, GW-11 and other paddy
strains. SK

State Administration Council

Press Release

Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons
and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed
the State responsibility.
2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.
3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.
4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to
various parts of Myanmar.
5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district
administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.
Information Team
State Administration Council
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Panama Canal authorlty denies offering free transit to U.S. gov't vessels

PANAMA CITY February 6

The Panama Canal Authority
denied reports on Wednesday
that it would allow U.S. govern-
ment vessels to transit the canal
for free, clarifying that no chan-
ges have been made to tolls or
fees.

"In response to a publication
issued by the U.S. Department
of State, the Panama Canal
Authority, which is authorized
to set tolls and other fees for
transiting the Canal, announces
that it has not made any adjust-
ments to these fees," the agency
said in a statement.

"With absolute responsibility,

the Panama Canal Authority,
as it has indicated, is willing to
establish a dialogue with the
pertinent officials of the United
States with respect to the transit
of U.S. warships," the statement
added.

The U.S. Department of State
stated on Wednesday that Pa-
nama agreed to waive fees for
U.S. government vessels.

"U.S. government vessels can
now transit the Panama Canal
without charge fees, saving the
U.S. government millions of
dollars a year," the department
said in a post on social media
X. Xinhua

Israel withdraws from UN human rights body

JERUSALEM February 6

Israeli Foreign Minister Gid-
eon Sa'ar informed the United
Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) on Thursday that
Israel will no longer participate
in it.

Israel's move came two days
after U.S. President Donald

Trump announced his country's
withdrawal from the top UN
human rights body.

Sa'ar wrote to UNHRC Presi-
dent Jurg Lauber that "the
decision was reached in light
of the ongoing and unrelenting
institutional bias against Israel
in the Human Rights Council,

which has been persistent since
its inception in 2006."

Sa'ar mentioned that the
council "has become a political
tool and a convenient platform,
cynically used to advance cer-
tain political aims, to bash and
delegitimize Israel."

He claimed that Israel has

been subject to over 20 percent
of all condemnatory resolutions
ever passed in the council,
"more than (those) against Iran,
Cuba, North Korea, and Vene-
zuela, combined."

He added that since October
7,2023, "the council has employ-
ed every platform to spread

misinformation and blood libels
against Israel."

The Israeli minister wrote
on social media platform X that
“joining President Trump's just
decision, Israel will no longer
tolerate the council's blatant
antisemitism."

Xinhua

IAF Mirage 2000 fighter jet crashes
in India's Madhya Pradesh

NEW DELHI February 6

A twin-seater Mirage 2000
fighter aircraft of the Indian
Air Force (IAF) crashed Thurs-
day while on a routine training
sortie in the central Indian state
of Madhya Pradesh, police said.

Both pilot and co-pilot ejected
safely before it crashed in an

agricultural field.

The aircraft crashed near
Sunari Chowki in Shivpuri dis-
trict, about 384 km north of Bho-
pal, the capital city of Madhya
Pradesh.

Local media reports said the
pilots have suffered injuries.

Television images showed

the jet in flames and columns
of thick black smoke going up
in the sky.

The cause of the crash s curr-
ently unknown. The IAF has
initiated an inquiry to deter-
mine the factors that led to the
incident.

Xinhua
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Palestine not investment project, its lands not for sale - Palestinian President's Office

CAIRO February 6

Palestine is not an investment
project, its lands are not subject
to sale, Palestinian presidential
spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh

said on Thursday.

On Tuesday, US President
Donald Trump called Gaza a
"demolition site" and sugges-
ted that Palestinians have no

choice, adding that he would
like to see Jordan and Egypt
take in the Palestinians from
the Gaza Strip. Trump also said
that the US would "take over"

Gaza and be responsible for
reconstruction work in the
region.

"Palestine with its lands,
history and holy places is not

for sale and is not an investment
project," Abu Rudeineh was
quoted as saying by the WAFA
news agency.

Sputnik

Iran condemns U.S. plan to control Gaza, relocate Palestinians

TEHRAN February 6

Iran's Foreign Ministry Spo-
kesman Esmaeil Baghaei has
strongly condemned U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump's plan to
take control of Gaza and relocate
Palestinians from the coastal
enclave.

He made the remarks in a

statement released by the mini-
stry Wednesday night, one day
after Trump said at a joint press
conference alongside Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu that the United States
would "take control of the Gaza
Strip," move Palestinians to nei-
ghboring countries, and rede-

velop the coastal enclave.
Baghaei said that expressing
such a thought was "astonishing
and in line with Israel's targeted
plan to completely eliminate the
Palestinian nation," adding that
the "claim of planning to own
the Gaza Strip is an unpreced-
ented violation against all the

fundamental principles of in-
ternational law and the United
Nations (UN) Charter."

The plan should be "comple-
tely rejected and condemned"
due to its obvious contradic-
tion with the inalienable prin-
ciples and rules of internatio-
nal law and human rights, he

said.

He called on the internatio-
nal community and the UN to
decisively condemn the U.S.
plan and position, and help
restore the Palestinian people's
right to self-determination and
free them from occupation.

Xinhua
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The state actively cracking down on online fraud and online gambling
occurring in border areas and continues to transfer undocumented

individuals entering Myanmar to their re

NAY PYI TAW February 6

The government is prioritiz-
ing national stability and rule
of law while taking stringent
measures against those exploit-
ing the situation in certain bor-
der areas. Some foreign natio-
nals, in collaboration with indi-
viduals seeking personal gain—
including members of ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs)
and related entities—are widely
engaging in online fraud and
online gambling, Consequently,
the government is focusing on
identifying and deporting such
individuals.

Upon conducting investigat-
ions on foreigners unlawfully
entering Myanmar, it was dis-
covered that most of them had
passed through neighbouring
countries, including Thailand,
before entering Myanmar’s
borders for illegal work. Alth-
ough they entered the country

¥ (v
I3

unlawfully, the government,
considering humanitarian con-
cerns and friendly international
relations, is processing their de-
portation in accordance with
the law.

As part of these efforts, a total
of 61 foreign nationals—compris-
ing 39 Chinese nationals, one
Kazakh national, five Indonesian
nationals, one Ethiopian natio-

Undocumented
migrants to Myanmar
are being handed over in
accordance with rules

and regulations.

nal, one Pakistani national, one
Malaysian national, and 13
Indian nationals—were found
to have been victims of human

A

- a4
trafficking. They had been
coerced into participating in
online fraud and online gambl-
ing operations within the Mya-

wady-Shwe Kokko and KK Park
areas of Kayin State. Following
necessary investigations, these
individuals were officially tran-
sferred to Thai authorities at
the Myanmar-Thailand Friend-
ship Bridge No. 2 at approxi-
mately 1:30 pm today, in accor-
dance with standard procedures.

According to investigations
into their incidents, it was learnt
that they were lured online with
high-paying computer and

Undocumented
migrants to Myanmar
are being handed over in
accordance with rules

and regulations.

translation jobs as incentives
and then arrived at Bangkok,
Thailand, from their relevant
countries before continuing to

spective countries

Thai border town Mae Sot ini-
tially and later being trafficked
into and forced to work in online
scam and gambling operations
in Myawady-Shwe Kokko and
KK Park areas by agents of
illegal Kyar Phyant operations
by illegally crossing the Thaung
Yin River.

The government has been
cooperating with international
organizations including neigh-
bouring countries to expose and
resolutely take action against
those who operate or are involved
in online scam and gambling
and has been offering necessary
assistance to victims. Regional
organizations, neighbouring
countries and citizens are re-
quired to cooperate in cracking
down on online scams and gam-
bling as a national duty by re-
porting information about the

issues to relevant authorities
as soon as possible if they re-
ceive such information.

100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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