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Acting President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends Christmas

Thanksglvmg and Fellowship Banquet

.1-: =

l {
SenioGeneral MinYAunglHlainglextends/Christmas) greetingss

Nay Pyi Taw December 23
The Myanmar Coun-
cil of Churches organized a
Christmas Thanksgiving and
Fellowship Banquet at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Botah-
taung Township of Yangon
Region this morning, attended
by Acting President of the Re-
public of Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security
and Peace Commission Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing.
Also present on the occa-
sion together with the Senior
General were his wife Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla, SSPC Secretary
General Ye Win Oo and wife,
SSPC members and wives,
union ministers and wives, the
Yangon Region chief minister,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief and wives, the Yan-
gon Command commander,
the Yangon Mayor, bishops
and reverends from Myan-
mar Council of Churches,

Myanmar Catholic Dioceses,
Myanmar Evangelical Chris-
tian Alliance and Myanmar
Christian Missionary Coopera-
tion Committee, officials from
Interfaith Dialogue Group,
guests, Christians, Catholic
youths and Christian town
elders.

The Senior General along
with the members, arrived at
St. Mary’s Cathedral Church,
where they were welcomed by
the Catholic Archbishop, Car-
dinal Charles Bo, and senior
clergies, and Christian youths
singing hymns and playing
musical instruments.

Acting President of the
Republic of Union of Myan-
mar Chairman of State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing and Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla and Catholic Archbishop,
Cardinal Charles Bo posed for
documentary photos together
with the Christian youths of

the welcoming party.

The Senior General and
wife and party viewed the
Popemobiles of Pope Francis

during his visit to Myanmar in |

the St. Mary’s Cathedral, and
watched the video clips on ac-
tivities of the Pope during the
visit to Myanmar in November
2017 and the prayer service

conducted by Senior General §

Min Aung Hlaing and Cardinal
Charles Bo.

The Senior General and i

wife and party arrived in the
Cathedral, the venue of the sec-
ond part of the ceremony, and
were welcomed by bishops
and reverends from Myanmar
Council of Churches, Myan-
mar Catholic Dioceses, My-
anmar Evangelical Christian
Alliance and Myanmar Chris-
tian Missionary Cooperation
Committee, and officials from
Interfaith Dialogue Group.
The ceremony began with
the opening prayer of blessing

by Reverend U Pho Pho Hla
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church of Myanmar Union
Mission.

The Senior General
and wife and the audience
sang the hymn “Oh Pleasant
Myanmar.”

Chairman of the Myan-
mar Council of Churches
Archbishop Stephen Than
Myint Oo delivered a wel-
coming speech, and vocalist
Pan Yaung Chel sang a hymn
praising the virtues of God.

In his Christman greetings,
the Senior General prayed
for all Christians, citizens of
Myanmar and global people
to be in the embrace of loving
kindness and serenity in this
Christmas that falls at a time
when season and occasion are

appropriate and align. Christ-
mas puts humanity under the
umbrella of love and kindness
and reflects the noble essence
of Christians.

It is common knowledge
that today in this world, which
is a sanctuary for all mankind,
has many faiths while Bud-

@ dhism, Christianity, Hindu-
{ ism, Islam are designated as

the four main religions of
the world. In fact, religion is
a teaching, with love, com-

@, passion, and empathy as the

Senior{GeneraliMinVAungiHlainglandiDawiKyutkyutHIajposelforfals rou pjphoto

basic principles. The Senior
General expressed belief that
only love and compassion of
the religions can serve a guide
for humanity towards peace
and tranquility.

He said the world will be a
peaceful and prosperous place
only ifthere is peace beginning
from a single social organiza-

tion to the entire human soci-
ety. Human relations strained
with hatred and grudge can
evolve into criminal acts such
as victimization, killings and
tortures in the human society.
Only the religious teachings of
love and sympathy can elimi-
nate criminal acts and create a
world where peace, tranquility
and love prevail.

Regarding faith, section
34 of the 2008 Constitution
stipulates, “Every citizen is
equally entitled to freedom
of conscience and the right
to freely profess and practise
religion subject to public order,
morality or health and to the
other provisions of this Con-
stitution.” Hence, freedom of
worship has been granted for
every religion.

In Myanmar, Buddhists,
Christians, Hindus, Muslims
and followers of other reli-
gious beliefs have been living
together for eons. It is known
to all that despite different
religious beliefs, followers of
different religions have served
the interests of the country out
of the kinship and union spirit
based on mutual respect with-
out offence, discrimination and
harming against each other.

It is necessary to preserve
the friendly, warm and fine
traditions among followers of
different religious beliefs and
everyone is urged to join hands
to defend against any instiga-
tion that tries to undermine
unity and respect through the
family spirit.

It can be seen that there
are common ethics and princi-
ples of self-restraints in every

religion and such ethical prin-
ciples are based on mental
well-being. As mental purity
powerfully contributes a lot
to physical peaceful develop-
ments and prosperity of the
entire society, it is firmly be-
lieved that religions are sacred
teachings.

Upholding the peace prin-
ciples based on these religions,
everyone is urged to make
efforts to take the path toward
the emergence of the stable,
peaceful and developed union
and multi-party democracy
aspired by the entire national
race people peacefully.

I pray for Christian car-
dinals and Christians who
organize the Christmas gath-
ering , guests, citizens and
Christians across the world

to enjoy the essence of
peace and happiness since
Christmas.

Then, Rev. Dr U Aye Min,
Chairman of the Myanmar
Evangelical Christian Alli-
ance, prayed for the Senior
General and the band of the
Methodist Church (Lower
Myanmar) Methodic English
Church performed a carol
service.

Afterward, the congrega-
tion led by Chairman Rev Dr
Myo Myint Oo of the Myan-
mar Council of Churches ex-
tended greetings while Sister
Rufee read out the bible and
Cardinal Charles Bo delivered
a Christmas sermon. Then,
Cardinal Charles Bo, Arch-
bishop Steven Than Myint Oo
and Rev Dr Aye Min presented
a Christmas gift, greetings and

See Page 13
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a gemstone painting to the
Senior General and his wife,
who presented Christmas gifts
to the cardinals.

B G A

Rev Mahn Palmerston ex-
tended Christmas greetings and
Rev DrMorris Liana expressed
thanks to the organizers of the
fellowship dinner.

Then, the congregation
sang the hymn Silent Night,
Holy Night and Cardinal
Charles Bo extended greetings,
saying may all human beings be

blessed with auspiciousness on
the occasion of Christmas, may
Myanmar be blessed with pros-
perity in the New Year and may
the Senior General and wife and

: #”/Jmﬂif’”ﬂmﬂﬂ |-}
family and all Myanmar people
be blessed with auspiciousness.

Afterward, the Senior
General and wife cordially
greeted the attendees.

s

Tli!.'_!‘“\ll\“\"“. -

Then, the Senior General,
wifeand party and guests enjoyed
the thanks giving fellowship
meal hosted by the Myanmar

Council of Churches. 100

491 illegal buildings used in online scam and gambling
activities in the KK Park area systematically demolished;
buildings used for online scam and gambling operations in
Myawady and surrounding areas sealed and confiscated

Demolition illegailfy'constructed two-storey residential buildings in

Nay Pyi Taw December 23

The Government of My-
anmar is carrying out coor-
dinated operations involving
security forces, administra-
tive bodies, and local authori-
ties to crack down on online
scam and gambling activities.
These efforts include clearing
illegal buildings in the Shwe
Kokko and KK Park areas—
where such activities are most
heavily based—confiscating
items used in online scam
and gambling operations, and

systematically demolishing
illegal structures.

As part of these ongo-
ing anti—online scam and
gambling operations, three
illegal four-storey buildings
located in Section (3) of the
Myawady—Machtawthalay
(KK Park) area, which had
been used for online scam and
gambling activities, were ad-
ditionally demolished today.
As a result, out of a total of
635 illegal buildings in the KK
Park area, 491 have now been

systematically demolished.
Among the illegal buildings
in the KK Park area, those that
had already been demolished
using heavy machinery have
also been further destroyed
using incendiary methods to
ensure complete destruction.
This process has been carried
out since December 14. As of
today, an additional five two-
storey buildings have been
destroyed, bringing the total
number of two-storey build-
ings completely demolished

to 41.

In addition, to prevent il-
legal foreign nationals from
residing in buildings and to
prevent online scam and gam-
bling activities in Myawady
town and surrounding areas
of Kayin State, joint inspec-
tion and clearance operations
involving security forces,
administrative bodies, and
local authorities have been
conducted since December
8. To date, inspections have
been completed on 464 build-

ings, and 12 buildings were
identified as having been used
for online scam and gambling
activities. To prevent any fur-
ther use, these buildings have
been sealed and confiscated,
and as of today, all such ille-
gal buildings have been fully
sealed.

Furthermore, equipment
and materials used in online
scam and gambling activities
in the KK Park and Shwe
Kokko areas were also sys-

tematically destroyed by fire
today to prevent reuse. It
is reported that the govern-
ment regards the fight against
online scam and gambling
as a national duty and will
continue its efforts to ensure
that such activities cannot
take root anywhere in My-
anmar, working not only
with domestic forces but
also in coordination with
neighbouring countries’
governments. 100

photographYofsthe bur-niil‘-g andide-y
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of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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- US arms sales to Taiwan a dangerous
gambit, China Daily, December 2025
- Japan's 13-year defense budget spree
rings alarm bells over military ambitions
China Military Online, December 2025
- Thailand says deploys fighter jets,
Cambodia claims Thai soldiers open
fire amid border tension, Xinhuanet,

December 2025
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